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T RANSLATOR“S PREFACE. 


LAIN RENE LE SAGE was born 
at Ruys, in Bretany, in France, in the 
year 1667; and may perhaps be reckoned a- 
mong thoſe, who have written the language of 
their country the neareſt to perfection. He. 
had wit, taſte, and tbe art of ſetting forth his 
ideas in the moſt eaſy and natural manner. His 
firſt work was a paraphraſtical tranſlation. of 
Ariftznetus's letter. He afterwards ſtudi- 
ed the Spaniſh tongue, and made a journey 
into Spain to acquaint himſelf with the Spa- 
niſh cuſtoms, He generally took the plans 
of his romances from the Spaniſh writers; the 
manner of which nation he has very well imi- 
tated. His Le Diable Boiteux, in two vo- 
lumes, was drawn from the Diabolo Cojuelo 
of Guevara, and his Gil Blas, ſo well known 
in every country of Europe, from Don Guſ- 
man dAlfarache. There are alſo his le Bas 
chelier de Salamanque, his new Don Qui- 
chotte, and ſome comedies, which were well re- 
ceived at the French theatre. He died in a lit- 
„„ tle 


4 


tle beofe near + Barks where he ned himſelf 
| by writing, in the year 1747. 

Vol rAIRE, in his age of Louis XIV. ſays, 
et M. le SacEe's romance of Gil BLas will 
** always continue to be read, becauſe he 
© has imitated nature in it.“ It is there- 
fore hoped, that the following new elegant 
tranſlation of it, free from ſeveral miſtakes in 
former ones, will be no ugagceptable preſent to 
„ f 
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own character. Stultenundabit animi conſeientiam. 


ble to our manners. 
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AUTHOR's DECLARATION. 


— -& 


INCE there are many Wee who can- 
not read, without applying vicious and ri-- 


diculous characters they meet with in. works . 


this kind to particular perſons, I declare to theſe 


noxious readers, that they will do wrong if they 


apply any of the portraits which ate in this 
book; I publicly confeſs, that my deſign is to 
repreſent life as it is: God forbid I ſhould 
aim at any perſon in particulir.. Let no rea- 
der therefore take that to himſelf which may ſuit 
others as well as him; leſt, as Phædrus ob- 
ſerves, he makes an unlucky diſcovery of his 


We find in Caſtile, as well as in France, 


| phyſicians whoſe method is bleeding their pa- 


tients too much. The fame vices and origi» 


nals are to be found every where. I own that | 
I have not always exactly imitated the man Þ 


ners of the Spaniards; and thoſe who know how | 


© diſorderly. the players live at Madrid, may re- 


proach me with not having given a lively e- 
nough deicription of their irregularities; but 
I thought it neceflary to ſoften them a lit- 
tle, that they might be the more confotma- c 
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IN P e before tad ot the ſto· 


ry of my life, hearken to the we - am 
going to tell thee. 


Two ſcholars in their way from 8 to 


Salamanca, being faint and weary, fat down 


by the ſide of a ſpring, which they found in 
their way. While they-reſted themſelves there, 


after baving quenched their thitſt, they per- 
ceived by chance upon a. ſtone, that was even 


with the ſurface of the earth, ſome letters, al- 
ready a little effaced by time, and the feet of 


the flocks, that came to drink at the ſpring: 


having waſhed it, they read theſe words in the: 


Caſiilian tongue: Agui'e/t 2 encerrada el alma 
del Licenciago Pegro Carcias: Here is incloſed 


_*tbe foul of Peter Gafeias the Licentiate.” 


be youngeſt of the two ſcholars, being a 


pert coxcomb, had no ſooner read the inſcrip- 
tion, than he cricd with a loud laugh, Here 
„is ancloſcd a foul 


A foul incloſed ; I 


« wonger - 


E ls 
© wonder who could be the author of ſuch a ri- 
diculous epitaph ” 80 ſaying) be got up, 
and went away; while his companion, who was 
| bleſſed with a greater ſhare of - underſtanding, 
ſaid to himſelf, There muſt be ſome myſtery 
« in it: I will ſtay and try if I can unriddle it; 
Accordingly, he let his companion go. before 
him, and when he was out of fight, he dug up | 
with his knife all the earth round about the 
ſtone, which as ſoon as he removed, he found a 
leather purſe, containing a hundred ducats, with 
a card, upon which were written theſe words in 
| Latin : * Inherit my money, thou who haſt wit 
« enough to know the meaning of this inſcrip- 
„tion, and make a better uſe of it than I did.” 
Ihe ſcholar, delighted with this diſcovery, placed 
the ftone as he found it, and proceeded to Sala- 
manca with the ſoul of the Licentiate. - 
Kind reader, whoever thou art, thou wilt cer= 

tainly reſemble one of theſe two ſcholars; if thou 
| peruſeſt my adventures without paying any re- 
ſpe& to the moral inſtructions they contain, thou 
wilt reap no benefit from thy labour 3 but if thou 
readeſt them with attention, thou wilt find in 
them, according to the precept of Horace, the 
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CHAP. ** 


3 95 5 the Birth pore” Education of Gil Bla, 5 


| 1. RE KL AS of Sangiilane;; | my FED, 1 Ex 
* B baving been many yeats in the ſer- 
vice of the Spaniſh monarchy, retired 
| . M ** to the town he was born in where he 
_ Choſe a wife that could by no means be ſaid to 
be in the flower of youth. | I. came into the 
world ten months after _ their. marriage: : they. 
1 A Ns {0 went 


re HISTORY 


went WROTE to live at Quiedoy . 


ther ſerved as cham ber- maid, and my father as 


hoſther. As they had nothing but their wages 


to depend on, I ſhould have been in danger of 


being very poorly educated,.if I had not had in the 


town a canon for my uncle, whoſe name was Gil 


Perez, the eldeſt brother of my mother. Repre- 
ſent to yourſelf a little man about three feet and 
a half bigh, very fat, with his head ſunk between 


his ſhoulders ; ſuch was he. He was a prieſt 


who thovght of nothing but of living well; and 
his tythes, which were pretty confidFable, fur- 
niſhed bim with the means of doingat. 

ie carried me home to his houſe while I was 
a child, and took the charge of my education, I 


appeared fo ſprightly to him, that he reſolved to 
_ cultivate my genius. He purchaſed me a horn» 


book, and undertook to teach me to read himſelf ; 

which was as uſeſul to him as to me; for by 8 
ing me my letters, he recovered his own reading, 
which he bad very much neglected; and by dint 
of application: he could very cleverly run over his 
breviary, which he could not do before. He bad 
a great inclination to have taught me the Latin 
tongue alſo, becauſe it would ha ve ſav et him ſome 


money in his pocket: but alas, poor Gil Perez! 


he never knew the firſt printiples of that lan- 
guage. He was perhaps (but this I don't fay for 
certainty) the moſt ignorant canon f the whole 
chapter. Indeed 1 have been told he did not ob- 


tain his benefice by his learning, but owediit ſole-- 
ly to the favour of ſome pious nuns, for whom | 
he bad been a very een agent; and who had 

: 2 Ne intereſt 
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intereſt e to wot the orders of backed = 
en on him, without being examined. RF 
Hle was therefore obliged to place me COA 
ae rod of a maſter, and accordingly ſent me to 
Dr. Sodiner, who was reckoned the moſt ſkilful 
pedant in Oviedo. I improved ſo well under his 
inſtructions, that at the end of hive” or ſix years 
I under ſtood a little Greek, and was pretty well 
acquainted with the Latin poets. I learnt Logick 
alſo, and began to argue apace: I was ſo fond of 
diſputing, that I ſtopt paſſengers in the ſtreets, * 
known or Mknown, to propoſe arguments to 
them. I met ſometimes with ſome Iriſhmen, 
who were as fond of diſputing as myſelf, and we 
made rare work of it. By our extravagant ge. 
tures, contortions, grimaces, fire ſparkling in our 
eyes, and our mouths: toaming, every one that 
ſaw us muſt have taken us for Bedlamites ferne 5 
than philoſophers. 8 $f 
However, by this means, I got we reputgti- - 
on of being a great ſcholar *- a circumſtance which 
pleaſed my uncle greatly, as he foreſaw that 1 
would not bemuch longer any expence to him. Dp: 
Sil Blas, (fays he one day to me) thou art no Jon» * 
ger a child, it is now full time for thee to Pforsach bo. 
for thyſelt ; thou art now eighteen, and a notable 
lad: Iam determined to ſend the&to the college „ 
at Salamanca; thou canſt not fail to get ſome 
| good employment there. I will give thee fome „ 
ducats, and thou ſhah have my mule, which bu 
may ſell at Salamanca for ten or twelve Ran 2 . 
and 1 the money til! N Set? a e o 
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He could wet have made me a propoſal which | 
would have pleaſed me more; for I had a great 
defire to ſee the world : however, I had difcre- 
tion enough to conceal it from him; and when 
I departed, I affected the moſt lively ſorrow, at 
leaving an uncle who had been ſo kind to me, 
ſo that the good man was touched with it, and 
gave me more money than he would have done, 
could he have ſeen to the bottom of my heart. 
Before I deparied, I went to take leave of my 
father and mother, who admoniſhed me to pray 
for my uncle, to ſhun il} company, Wd above all 
things to'refrain from ſtealing. After holding 
forth a lang time, they made me a preſent of their 
bleſſing, which was the only gift I expeQted from 
them; and I mounted my mule, bidding fare 
well to Oviedo, | BN 


6.00000 


CHAP. II. 


FX 


How 5 was 1s grievouſly. ol Jes. as 5 was going 
to Penafler ; with an Account of what he did 
. when he came thither, and with whom he ſup- 


2 


EIN G ſet out on the i to Pens FA 
maſter of my own conduct, of a ſorry 
mule, and forty good ducats, beſides ſome reals 
which 1 had ſtolen from my moſt honoured un- 
cle ; the firſt thing 1 did was to let my mule go 
at diſcretion ; I threw the bridle on her neck, took + 
| F N 


n 
* * 
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che ducats out of my pocket, and amuſed myſelf 
in counting them over and over in my hat. As 
1 had never ſeen ſo much money in my life, I 
could not help handling and gazing at it; - I dare 
fay I had. reckoned it over twenty times, when 
'my mule pricked up her ears, and ſtopped in the 
bighway. Cf thinking ſhe was frightened at ſome» 
£1 thing, looked to ſee what was the occaſion of it, 
and ſaw an old hat upon the ground, with a great : 
roſary upon it, and at the ſame time heard theſe 
words pronounced with a-lamentable voice : Sig- 
nior, have pity, for God's fake, on a poor lame ſol- 4 
dier ; be ſo good as drop a few pieces into the hat; — 
and you will be rewarded in the other world. I. | 
immediately turned my head to the place from 
'whence-the voice iſſued, and ſaw a kind of a-fol= 
dier under a hedge about ten yards from me, WhO 
ſuppored the barrel of a caibine upon two croſs 
ſticks At ſight of this I was afraid, and did not 
know what to do. I took care of my ducats in 
the firſt place, put them into my pocket; and took | 
out ſome reals. I then approached the hat, that 
was expoſed for the reception of extorted charity: 
L threw them into it one after another, that the 
ſoldier might ſce how kindly;I uſed him. He was 
fatisfied with my bounty, and gave me'as many 
bleſſings as I gave kicks with my heels into the: 
| fides of my mule, in order to get from him as 
ſoon as poſhble; but the plaguy beaſt made not 
the greater haſte for it; ſhe had quite forgot What 
a gallop was, having bean ſo ug” uſed 1 to 9 going. 
tow wyh wy ante * * NED | 


—— 
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Tbis adventure I did not take to be a very fa- 
vourable omen for my journey, I conſidered that 
ſomething worſe than this might happen before 
I got to Salamanca, and could not help blaming 

my uncle for letting me go by myſelf; but no 
doubt he did itto ſave expences, and had not con- 


ſidered the rifk that I run in going alone at my 


years In order therefore to repair bis miſ- 
management, I reſolved to ſell my mule as ſoon 
as I came to Penafler, andſto go to Aſtorga by 


the carrier, and ſo after the ſame manner to Sala- 


manca Although I had nevet been out of Ovie- 


do, I was not ignorant of the names of the towns 


through which I mult paſs, having before 1 1 
out informed myſelf of them. 


Having arrived ſaſe at Penafler, I W at the 


gate of an inn, that made a pretty good appearances 
I no ſooner alighted than the landlord came out, 
and receiv'd me with great cisility; be untied 


my portmanteau, throwing it on his ſhoulder, and 
mne wed me into a room, while the hoſtler led my 

mule into the ſtable. My landlord was the great- 
elt talker of the Aſturias, and as ready-to- relate 


his own private affairs without being aſked, as to 
enquire into thoſe of another that did not con- 


cern bim. His name was Andrea Corcuelo, 


and had ſerved many years as a ſetjeant in the 


army, but bad left the ſervice fifteen months be - 


fore, to marry a young woman of Caſtropol, Who, 


though ſhe was not very pretty, knew very well 


the buſineſs of the houſe. tie told me à thou- 


{and other things, which I could very well have 


diſpenſed 


* 
N w 


— 


—— 


: A withg but af ai me his . 
dent, I thought I could do no lefs than catisfy 


his demands, who I was, whence I came, and 


where I was going. He would needs have me 
anſwer him article by article, becauſe he accom- 


panied every queſtion withia profound bow, pray- 
ing me to excuſe his curioſity, and chat with ſo 
much reſpect, that Icould not refuſefatisfyinghim: 


This engaged me in along conference with him, 
and gave me an occaſion to talk of my defign to 
diſpoſe of my mule, and go the reſt of my jour- 


| ney with the carrier. 5 He highly approved :Qf : | | 


my intention, and tepreſented to me the trouble- 
ſome accidents that 4 might be expoſed to on the 


road; he recounted to me the many ſad tories 


of travellers, which be en larged on ſo much, 


that I thought he never Would have dene. Hows: 
ever at laſt he concluded, telling me, that if 1 
had a mind to gſell my mule, he knew an honeſt 


jobber who would buy her. I lethim knogril 
ſhould think myſelf much. obliged. for that piece 


of ſervice ; upon which d. be en went. in 


queſt of him 


He was not long in e n 4 
making he recommended for his honeſty, aud W 


went into the yard all together to view their 


My chapman examined her from head 10 foot, 


and made the hoſtler ride her up and down the 
yard, and did not ſail to {peak diſadvantageauſly 


enough of her; and indeed there was not much 


to be ſaid in her praiſe: however, had it been 


the Pope's mule, he would have had ſomething 


to lay ine He aſſured me that mine as 


. 
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good for nothi ing, and to convince me of the ve 
'racity of it obliged my landlord to vouch for-it, 
*who , doubtleſs had his reaſons to ſay what the 
Jobber would have him. The latter turning to 
me, ſaid grufffy, I pe you would not impoſe 
ſuch a beaſt upon me for a good one, ſhe is ſearce 


which he and my 5 landlord had paſſed On my 
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as they made her to be and therefore told him 
that I would rely on his integrity, and bid him 
give me as much for her as he thought ſhe was 
worth. Upon this he aſſuming the man of he» 
nour, replied, that by referring it to his con- 
ſcience I took him by the weak ſide; and indeed 
1 found it not to be bis ſtrongeſt; for inſtead of 
rating her at ten or twelve piſtoles, which my 
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ber at three ducats; which I accepted with as. 
much joy as if I had gained by the bargain, 


the landlord conducted me to a carrier, who was 
to ſet out next day to Aſtorga. The carrier let 
me know that he ſhould be gone before day- 
break, and that he would come and call me. 
We preſently agreed for the price, as well for 


was done, I returned to the inn with Corcuclo, 
who told me the carrier's hiſtory by the way, 


me with his nonſenſe, and I believe would have 


worth the driving home. After the judgment 


mule, I took it for granted that ſhe was as bad 


uncle bad done, he had the impudence to value 


Having ſo advantageouſly diſpoſed of my mule. 


the hire of a mule he was to provide for me, as 
for my maintenance on the road; and when that 
and what the people ſaid-of him there. He tired 


5 murdered me with it, if by good luck a man of-a _ 
: pretty 
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pretty good appearance had not come and inter- 
rupted him. I left them together and went on 
to the inn, without thinking that I. had the leaſt 
concern in their converſation. tle, 

As ſoon as 1 arrived at the inn 1 ordered ſup⸗ 
per, and it being a faſt day, they accommodated 
me with ſome eggs; which while they got ready, 
I entered into diſcourſe with my landlady, whom 
I bad not ſeen before. She appeared handſome 


enough, and had ſuch a way with ber, that I 


ſhould have concluded (even if her huſband had 
not told me ſo) that ſhe knew how to do the bu» 
ſineſs of the houſe. When my eggs were ready, 


I fat down at table by myſelf, and had not put a 
bit into my mouth when the Jandlord came in, 


and brings with him the man who had ſtopped 


him in the ſticet. This gentleman had a long 


fword by his ſide, and ſeemed to be about thirty 
years of age: he came to me with a very grave 


look, and ſpoke thus to me: Mr. Student, 1 am | 


told you are Signior- Gil Blas of Santillane, the 


flambeau of philoſophy, and the ornament of Ovis 
edo Is it poſſible. that your ſcholarſhip ſhould 
be fo deep, and that you are the ſublime genius 


| whoſe wit is ſo much talked of in this country ? 


| You do not know, continues he, addreſſing him+ 


' ſelf to the. innkeeper and his wife, what a man 


you have in your houſe : he is a treaſure, and the 


eigbth wonder of the world. Then heturned.to 
me, and taking me about the neck, Forgive, lays 


be, my tranſports, 1- cannot contain che joy . 
e your preſence creates in nee 


For ſome time I did not know * to FRY 
| becauſe | 
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3 he held me ſo ſaſt in hk: arms; that I was- 
almoſt ſuffocated for want of breath. With much 
ado'T gat diſengaged from him, and ſaid, Signior, 
I did not think my name was known at Penafler. 
How, ſays he, not known ? We keep a regiſter of 
all the celebrated perſons within twenty leagues; 
you in particular paſs for a prodigy, and I do not 
at all doubt but that one day Spain will be as 
proud of you, as Greece was of han ole; wiſe 


men Theſe words were ſollowed with freſh em» 


braces, which I was obliged to ſuffer, though with 
the riſk of being ſerved like Anteus Had I had 
ever ſo little experience, it would have been im- 

poſſible for me to have been bubbled by his by - 
per boles: I ſhould have known by his extravagant 
flattery, that he was one of thoſe paraſites which 
are to be met with in every town, ready to intro- 

duce themſelves to any ſtranget, in order to cram. 
themſelves at his expence ; but my youth and va- 
nity made me judge quite otherwiſe of him; he 
appeared to me to be a man of fo much honour-. 
and judgment, that I invited him to ſup with 
me. With all my heart, cries he, I rejoice too 
_— in.my.,geod fortune, in having met with 
the illuſtrious Gil Blas of Santillane, not to en- 
joy his company as long as 1 can. I have no 
great flomach, purſued he, but I will, however, 
eat a morſel with you out of complaiſance. So 
5 be ſet himſelf over againſt me, and a 
napkin being laid for him, and a freſh ſupply of 
eggs brought, he ſwallowed them as falt as it he 
bad not taſted any thing for three whole days. 


That parcel was ſoon gone, and then anotber 
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and another; cas 1 bile . 

verwbelm me with praiſes, which made me very 
fond of my ſwert ſelf. He drank in proportion 
to his eating; ſometimes it was my health, ſome - 


times it was my father's and mother's, whoſe | 
chappineſs in having ſueh a fon he could not e- 
nough admire. Every now and then he plied 


me with wine, and urg d me to pledge him in a 
bumper to ſuch agreeaþle toaſts. I was not be- 
hind hand in 6bliging thin, andthe: wine, with 
this intoxicating flattery, put me into ſo good a 
humour, that Inas not ſatisfied with our ſupper 
af egga, but aſked the landlord if he had no all 
in the haue. Bignior Carcuels, who no tloubt 
had = fellow tfecling with the paraſite, ſaĩd he had 
a very ſme trout in the hauſe, but it would came 
wery dear, and was 200 nice a diſn for me- 


What do you call doo nice 7 days: amy; Mattarers 


raiſing his voice ; you forget yorſelf, Friend, can 

any ching be too nice for Signior Gil Blas de 

Fa ae * deferves to hs: aro * 

i ince ? 

I was 1 _ betet e up my 
Jandlard ſo: I was going a0 doit myſelf; and 
when be had done, oried, produce this trout of 
yours, Sir, and give yourſelf no trouble about the 
niceneſs of it. This was what the hoſt wanted. 

He got it preſently ready, and ſervad it up to ta - 

ble. At ſight of this new diſh l could: ſee the _ 

paraſite's eyes ſparkle with joy, and he eat of that 
with che ſame complaiſance as he had done the 
eggs. However, at laſt he was obliged to give 

-qver, for fear af an accident, having crammed him- 
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felf to the very throat: and to conclude the farce, 
he roſe from the table, accoſting me thus : Signi- 
or Gil Blas, I am too well ſatisfied with your 
good entertainment, to leave you without offer» 
ing ſome important advice, which you ſeem to 
want. Hereafter beware of flattery, and be upon 
your guard againſt men whom you are not ac- 
quainted with. You may meet with others like 
me who will impoſe upon your credulity, and 
perhaps carry things ſtill farther, but be not dup- 
cd again, nor believe them, if they tell you you 
are the eighth wonder of the world So ſaying, 
he laughed in my face and retired. I was as 
much out of countenance at having this bite put 
upon me, as ever I was at the greateſt misfortunes 
that happened to me in the courſe of my life. 1 
could not bear being ſo much impoſed upon, or 
rather to have my pride ſo humbled.” Hoe, 
ſaid I to myſelf, has the traitor then made a jeft 
of me? His intention in accoſting my landlord. 
in the ſtreet was only to carry on his plot againſt 
me; it was a contrivance between them. Aht 
filly Gil Blas, go hang thyſelf, for ſhame of be- 
ing made a game of by ſuch ſcoundrels. I fancy 
they will make a fine ſtory of this affair, which. 
will ſoon reach Oviedo, and be a mighty honour 
to thee, Thy parents will doubtleſs repent of 
baving thrown away io much good advice on an 
als. Inſtead of inftructing me not to cheat any 
body, they ſhould. have cautioned me not to be 
cheated myſelf, Thus vexed with theſe mortify- 
ing refiexions, Llocked myſelf up in my chamber, 
and went to bed, but I could not ſleep: the mu- 
- Bow „„ leteet 
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leteer came at d of day to tell me he waited 
for me; I immediately got up, and while 1 was 
putting on my cloaths, Corcuelo brought in his 
bill, where the trout was not forgotten. He not 
only made me pay for every thing as he thought 
proper to charge it, but I obſerved while I count- 
ed the money, the raſcal grinned at the thought 
of the adventure. My bill being paid, I went 
to the carrier with my bags, Wei the ee 
er, his inn and e at the devils 


P 


CI TILE OY 


CHAP. III. 


He aw the Muletcer was rempte on the Road, . 
the Conſequence of it; and hww Gil Blas 1 aut 
fe the petri along a1 the Fire. | 


f ER E were two lads beides me, es 

travelled with the muleteer, the one a lit- 
tle quiriſter of Mondonedo, who went about ſing- 
ing where they would hire him, and the other a 
young tradeſman of Aſtorga, who was returning 
with a young girl he had lately married at Veto. 
We preſently became acquainted with one ano» 
ther; and in a ſhort time every one told from 
whence he came, and whither he was going: 
The bride, though ſhe was young, was ſo ſtupid 
and ugly, that I took no great pleaſure in looking 
at her. Nevertheleſs her nge and a 4 


t 


a ter, who dctermingd to do his endeavours to 
f 8 3 gain | 
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gain her good graces. He Went the whole: day 
in projecting how to aceompliſh it, and deferred 
the execution of it till night. Our muleteer 
Put up at the firſt inn he came to at Cacabelos, 
which was ſituated more in the country than in 


the town : the landlord ſeemed. to be a complai- 


fant, diſcreet perſon,” and at the requeſt of the 
muleteer, he ſhewed us to a room, where he al- 
lowed us to ſup in tranquillity z but when ſup= 
per was ended, the muleteer entered the room 


with a furious look, and cried, S'death, I am 8 


robbed: I had a hundred piſtoles in my leather- 
bag, and I muſt have them immediately, others 
' wiſe I will apply to the maàgiſtrate of the place, 
who will not make it a jeſting matter, but will 


crime, and ſo give back the money. Having 


ſpoken theſe words with a very ſerious. air, he 


went out, and left us all in a terrible conſterna- 


Hon. 8 


As we were not acquainted with one another, 


none of us imagined it was a feint of his: I ſuf- 


pected the ballad Linger had done the deed, and 


perhaps he thought the ſame of me. We were 
quite ignorant of the formalities uſed on ſuch oc - 
caſions, and doubted not but we ſhould indeed 


be racked ; giving way therefore to our fears, 


we ſhifted every one for bimſelf, ſome running 
into the ſtreets, others into the garden, and eve- 
ry one bctaking himſelf to bis heels for ſafety, 
And the young man of Aſtorga, who was as 
much; trightcd-as any aof us, made his eſcape like 
. not caring what became of his 
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wife, Then the muleteer, as Fafterwardslearn« 
ed, was overjoyed to ſee his ſtratagem ſucceed fo 
by well, and went to the bride to brag of his inge: 
nuity, intending to profit by the opportunity it 
had given him. But this Lucretia of the Aſtu- 
rias, whoſe virtue was ſtrengthened by the defor» 
mity of her temper, made a vigorous reſiſtance, 
and ſereamed out ſo loud, that ſhe: was heard -by 
the watch, who by chance were paſſing that way; 
and, the inn being a houſe of no good repute; 
ſtopt, to liſten what paſſed there. Upon hearing 
the noiſe, they went in, and aſked what was the 
matter? Phe landlord who was in the kitchen, 
and pretended that he knew not what was doing, = 
was obliged to conduCtrhe' officer to the room 3 
wherethenoiſe was made. They arrived atthenick | 
of time, for the woman could hold out no longer. 
The officer who commanded the watch no ſooner 
perceived what the muleteer was about, than he = 
fell upon him with his ſtaff, and addreſſed him 55 
in terms as inconfiſtent with modeſty as the ac- 7 
tion which was the occaſion of them. This wass 
not all, he apprehended the criminal;-andicarried - 
him before a magiſtrate, together with the affault- 
ed woman, who notwithitanding the diſorder the 
carrier” had put her into- would have gone herſelf, 
ſo eager was ſhe to have juſtice: for the outtage 
committed upon her. The magiſtrate examined 
her, and having attentively confideredt'the matter, a 
found the offender was unworthy of a pardon 
He cauſed him to be ſtript and: fcourged in his 


preſence; and ordered, that if the woman's huſ- : 
band did not appear before next day, ſhe ſhould | 13 
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be 1 to Aſtorga by two horſemen, at the coſt 
and charges of the offender, . 


I was more terrified perhaps than all the reſt; 
fr I ran into the country, and croſſed I do not 


know how many fields and heaths, leaping all the 


ditches I found in the way, till at laſt I came to 
a foreſt, I entered it, and concealed myſelf un- 


there, before two men on horſeback appeared be- 


der the thickeſt hedge. I had. not been long 


fore me, and called, who is there? And 1 being 


ſo terrified that, I made them no anſwer, they ad- 


vanced, and each of them clapping a piſtol to 
my breaſt, ordered me to tell who I was, whence + 


I came, what my buſineſs was there, and char- 
ged me to conceal nothing from them. They 


bound to anſwer them as ſincerely as if the mule- 


examined me ſo ſtrictly, that I thought I was 


teer's threats were going to be put into execu- 
tion, and the rack was before me. 1 replied, 
that 1 was a young man of Oviedo, going to Sa- 


lamanca : I recounted to them the fright I had 
been in, and that I had run away from the mule- 


teer for fear of the rack, I hey . burſt out a- 
laughing at this diſcovery, which manifeſted my 
fimplicity, and one of them bid me have a good 
beart: Come along with us, and be afraid of no- 


thing, we will carry thee to a ſafe place. So 


| faying, be made me get up bebind him, and rode 


away with me into the thickeſt part of the wood. 
I did not know what to make of this ren- 
counter, However, I did not preſume there, was 
any thing bad in it; for, ſaid I to myſelt, if they 


were robbers, they would. have robbed, or per- 
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pipe murdered me: They muſt 1 be 
ſome honeſt gentlemen, who live near this 
place, and who ſeeing me afraid, have taken 


| Pity on my condition, and out of charity carried 


me with them. I did not remain long in an un- 
certainty, for after ſeveral windings and turn- 
ings, we arrived at the foot of a hill, where we 


alighted. We dwell here, ſays one of the horſe - 
men. I looked about to fee where their dwel= 


ling ſhould be, but could not find the leaſt ap- 
pearance of an habitation. The two men in 
the mean time lifted up a huge wooden trap» 
door, covered with earth and weeds, which 


concealed the entrance of a long paſſage under 


ground. Their horſes went down of themſelves, 


being uſed to it. The horſemen made me fol- 
low them; then letting down the cover, they 


faſtened it with ropes that were tied to it on 


purpoſe: And thus was the hopeful nephew of 


my uncle Perez caught. like a mouſe in a mouſe- 
oo : 
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4 Deſcription of the Habitation 3 Grontah 
þ and ee Gil We na there. 6 | 


I. T H E N 8 whac fort of TRE it 
had got amongſt, and any one may eafily 
think that the fear which the carrier had put 


me into was immediately diſpelled by this diſs: 
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covery. 1 bad now more reno to be terrified. 


I gave up both my life and ducats for loſt; Þ 


viewed myſelf as a victim leading to ſlaughter, 


and followed my conductors wherever they led 
me, like a perſon that ſcarcely knew whether he 
was dead or alive. When we had gone about 
two hundred paces, deſcending all the way we 


went, we came to a ſtable, where hung two 
great iron lamps fixed to the ceiling, and always 


burning, to light the place. Here was plenty 
of ſtraw, and a good many taſks full of oats, 
and toom for twenty: horſes, but at that time 


there were only the two which we brought with 
us, which an old negro, who ſee med to have 


quite loſt bis vigour by his age, tied to a manger. 
We left the ſtable, and by the diſmal light 


of ſome other lamps, which ſeemed, one would 


think, only to ſhew the horrors of the place, 
we came to a kitchen, where an old woman was 
buſy: in making ready ſupper. The: kitchen was 


adorned with all neceffary utenſils, and adjoin- 


ing to it was a larder well ſtored with all ſorts 


f provifions: The cook, to give you a del - 


cription of ber, was a perſon upwards of fixty. 


In her youth her. hiar was of à deep ſandy co- _ 


lour, for time had not ſo much altered it but that 
one might ſtill ſee ſome. appearance: of its fortner. 


bue : Her. chin, was long and peaked, with lißs 


fallen in; a large aquiline noſe, advancing toward 


op: chin, and eyes of a ſine purple red. 4 


Well, Dame Leonarda, ſays; one "6 the 


en preſenting me to that angel of dark- 


2 bete is a young lad we have brought to 
> ak 


you. Then turning to me, and ſceing me pale 
and diſmayed, he bade me again not be afraid, 
for they would do me no harm. Having occaſi- 
on for a ſervant to aſſiſt our cook, we happened 
to light upon thee, and happy it is for thee we 


did: Thou ſhalt here ſupply the place of a lad | 


who died about fifteen days ago; he was a ſick- 
ly youth, but thou ſeemeſt to be more robuſt, 
and will not die ſo ſoon, It is true thou 
wilt never ſee the light of the ſun again; but in 
place of that thou ſhalt have a good fire, and a 


full belly; thou ſhalt paſs thy time with Leo- 
narda, who is a very good woman. Thou ſhalt 
want for nothing. I will ſhew thee that thou 


art not got amongſt beggars. Come, follow me; 
and taking a flambeau in his hand, conducted 


me into a cellar, where I ſaw a great number of 


bottles and jars full of excellent wine, as he 
told me. 1 then followed him into ſeveral 
rooms, ſome of which contained bales of ſilk, 


: others linen, and ſtuffs, and in one I ſaw gold 
and ſilver, and a great quantity of plate in dif. 
ferent cupboards. After this I followed him in- 


to a large hall illuminated with three copper ſcon-+ 
ces with candles "burning. There were other 
rooms joining to this, and lights in every one 


his curioſity in regard to theſe particulars, he 


cried, Well, Gil Blas, fince you have quittel 


your country to obtain ſome good poſt, you may 


thank your ſtars that you have fallen into our hands 


13 Haye already rold thee that thou ſhalt live here 


1 hem lle aſked me my name, and the rea- 
98 ON why I left Oviedo. When I had ſatisfied 
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"3 in Wee. and roll in gold and ſilver; belides; 


thou canſt here come to no harm, for 8 the 
entrance“ of this retreat, that the officers of St. 


Hermandad “ may come a hundred times into 


ths foreſt, and not find it out. Perhaps thou 
wilt wonder how -we could make it, without. 
being perceived by the inhabitants of the neigh= 
bourhood; thou muſt know therefore, that this 
is not a work of our hands, it was made long 
ago. Aﬀter the Moors became maſters of 


Granada, Arragon, and almoſt the whole of 


Spain, the Chriſtians, rather than ſubmit to the 
yoke of the infidels, fled hither, and hid them» 
ſelves in Biſcay and the Aſturias, whither the 


valiant Pelagio retired. Being thus diſperſed 


in ſmall companies, they lived in mountains: 
and woods, ſome lurked in caves, and others 
contrived ſubterranean vaults like this. Afﬀter- 
wards being ſo fortunate as to drive their ene; 
mies out of Spain, they returned into the towns; 
fnce which time their retreats ſerved” for an a- 
ſylum to men of our profeſſion. TIt-is true the 
holy brotherhood have diſcovered and deſtroyed 
ſome of them; but, thank God, there are fill 
ſome left. 1 ave lived ſecurely fifteen years in 


this place. Captain Rolando is my name; [ 


am the chicf of this gang, and be. man thy 
faveft wich me is one of my band,” | 


The holy 3 in Spain, called La Santa Herman 
dad, was formerly an aſſoclation to ſuppreſs robbers in times of 
civ;i commotion ; and is ftill an eſtabliſhment wr up "WP 


8 85 for che ſame purpoſe. 
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cups, and many ſtone bottles of that good wine 


| How Noted other Robbers arrived i in the 1 
franean Habitatian : and of the agreeable {eau 


Tory they had together. | 


\ IGNIOR Rolando. bad no Ina done 
ſpeaking, than fix new faces appeared in 


1 the hall, the lieutenant and five men more of 
the company laden with booty, which conſiſted 
of two bags full of cinnamon, pepper, ſugar, figs, 


almonds, and dried raiſins. The heutenant ad- 


dreſſed himſelf to the captain, and told him that 
he had juſt taken theſe two bags from a grocer 
of Benavento, whoſe mule he had alſo; made his 


prize. When he had given his ſuperior an ac- 


count of his expedition, the booty of the grocer 


was depokited in the office, and it was unaimouſ- 
ly agreed to make merry. The cloth was laid 


in the hall; and I was ordered into the kitchen, 
for dame Leonarda to inſtruct me in the nature 


of my office. Theie was no help for it; 1 mult 


do what ſhe ordered me; and making a virtue 


of neceſlity, I ſuppreſſed: my ſorrow, and went a» 
bout the buſineſs ſhe ſet me upon. 


-—þ 


The firſt bing I bad to do was to put W 
he buffet; I adorned it with ſilver 


which dignior Rolando boaſted of. Ethen ſerve. 
ed up two ragouts, and the company immediate- 
ly ſeated themſelves at the table They began 


with good appetites, and I ſtood behind them 
e to fiil out the wine, I acquitted wyſclf with 
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ſo good a grace, that I was complimented by 
them in an extraordinaty manner. The captain 
in a few words recounted to them my ſtory, which 
diverted them much. | He ended with ſaying, 
that I was a lad of merit. But I was at that 
time cured of my vanity, and - could hear their 
praiſes without any danger. They faid, I ſeem» 
ed to be born to be their butler, and was worth 
a thouſand of my predeceſſor. Dame Leonarda 
had been honoured with preſenting nectar totheſe 
infernal gods ſince his death, but they now de- 
prived her of that glorious employment, with 
which they inveſted me; and I, like another 
Ganymede, ſucceeded this old 3 ; 

After the ragouts were diſpatched, I brought . 


in ſeveral diſhes of roaſt meat, which finiſhed the 


re paſt of thoſe gormandizing raſcals, who drinks 


ing in proportion to their eating, foon became 
Hrolickſome, and very noiſy. They ſpoke all at a 


time: one began a ſtory, another broke a jeſt; 
one ſung, and another ſhouted, ſo that they knew 
not what each other ſaid. At Jaſt Captain. Ro- 


lando, who had in vain ftrove to have the greats 


eſt part of the talk, aſſumed an air of authority, 
with a voice that ſilenced the whole company. 
Gentlemen, ſaid he, I bave a propoſal to make 


to you; let us not ſtun one anothef with talking 
all together ; would it not be better to d:{courſe FR 


like reaſorable creatures? A thought 1s come 


into my bead. Since the time of our aſſociati- 


on, we never had the cutioſiiy to inqbire into 
each others families, and by what train of adven- 
tures we Have been led to > embrace this Nay of 
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life: methinks it is a thing we ſhould not be ig- 
norant of; let us relate our adventures to divert 
us: The lieutenant and the reſt, as if they had 
ſomething fine to relate, accepted the propoſal of 
their chief with joy, who began to tell his own 
hiſtory i in the following terms. | 
You mult know, gentlemen, that 1 was the 
only ſon of a wealthy citizen of Madrid. The 
day of my nativity was celebrated in the family 
by great demonſtrations of joy My father, who 
was ſtricken in years, was raviſhed to have an heir 
to his eſlate, and my mother undettook to ſuckle 
me he ſelf: my grandfather by my mother's fide, 
| who was till alive, minded nothing but his beads, *' 
and boaſting of his e exploits, for he had 
been long in the army. I became inſen6bly the 
idol of thoſe three perſons, and was conſtantly 
dandled in their arms. Left ſtudy ſhould fatigue 
me too much in my younger years, I was allowed 
to ſpend them in the molt childiſh amuſements. 
My father ſaid, that children ſhould nor apply 
themſelves too ſeriouſly to any thing, until time: 
has ripened the underſtanding. Waiting for 
this ripeneſs, I grew up without learning either 
to read or write. But, however, I did not loſe 
my time, for my father taught me a number of. 
different games. I could manage a pack of cards 
as well as any body, and likewiſe underſtood the 
dice: and my father told me ſtories of the ſeve- 
ral warlike expeditions which he had been con- 
cerned in; he filled my head every day with 
them, and made me repeat verſes on ſo fine a 
ſubject, which I did very exactly, and my me- 
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mory became a ſubject of a iran to my pa- 
rents: they ſeemed as well pleaſed with my wit, 


when I would break in upon their diſcourſe, and 
_ ſpeak any thing that came uppermoſt, What a 


charming boy he is! my father would ſay, with 


a Jook full of delight, my mother overwhelming 


me with ber carefſes, and my old grandfather 
weeping for joy. I did in their preſence what 
ſoever I thought proper; every thing was for- 
given, let it be never fo | indecent. In ſhort, 
they even adored me. I was in my thirteenth} 
year, without being put to ſchool; a maſter was 
at laſt provided: 'T hey allowed bim to threatens 
me a little ſometimes to frighten me. I his 
permiſſion had not the moſt ſalutary effects upon 
me, for I either made a jeſt of his threatsf or with 
tears in my eyes went to complain to my grand- 
father or my mother of my preceptor's: barbari-- 
ty. It was in vain for the poor devil to excuſe 
bimſelf, he was looked upon as a tyrant, and 
they were ſure to take my word before his. L 
I chanced cne day to ſcratch myſelf, and then 
cried out as if he had done it. My mother ran 


in and turned my preceptor out of doors, though 


he proteſted, and took heaven to witneſs, that he 
never touched me. 

I é got quit of all my preceptois in the "IN 
manner, until I met with iuch a one as I want 
ed; he was a batchelor of arts of Alcala, an ex- 
cellent tutor for the heir of a family, being fond 
of gaming, women, and wine, I could never 


have met with a perion that would have ſuited 
me better. He ſttove in the firſt place to gain 
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my affeQtion, in which he ſucceeded, and by that 
means got the love of my parents, who left me 
ſolely to his conduct. He inſtructed me betimes 
in the knowledge of the world, and carried me 
along with him to all the houſes of pleaſure which 
he frequented, 1 imbibed his taſte ſo well, that, 
except Latin, he taught me every thing that be 
himfelf knew ; and when he found I bad no more 
occaſion for his in{iruttions he went to offer his 
ſervice elſewhere, _ | 
Though during my childhood I was „ to 
a very free way of living, it. was quite another 
thing, when I became maſter of my own acti- 
ons I conſtantly made a jeſt of my father and 
mother, who did nothing but laugh at my fal- 
lies, which were the more. agreeable the more 
wicked they were. There was no fort of de- 
bauchery that I was not guilty of; my companies 
ons were all of the ſame diſpoſition, and as we 
were. not ſupplied with money enough to ſupport 
our extravagancies, every one ſtole what he could 
from his parents; but that being alſo inſuſfici- 
ent, we began to rob in the dark. Unfortu- 
nately the corregidor got e ee of us, 
and would have cauſed us to be apprehended,” 
had we not been informed of his miſchievous de- 
_ gn, Upon this we thought it moſt proper to 
fly for it, and transferred the ſcene of our exploits 
to the highway z ſince which time, - gentlemen, 
I bave had the good luck to grow old in my pro- 
ſeſſion, notwithiianding it:18 attended with. ſo 
many dangers. | 
The captain having Eoiched bis 4 tbe les, 
18 © the | > ? | 5 4 | | tenent 
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tenant began his. Gentlemen, an education quite 


contrary to that of Signior Rolando has produced 


the very ſame effect My father was a butcher 
of Toledo; and reckoned to be the greateſt 
blockhead in the place, and my mother was full 


as ill natured as he. Wben I was a child, they 
firove who ſhould whip me moſt. I daily was 


turned up ten or twenty times; the leaſt fault I 
committed was attended with the ſevereſt chaſtiſe- 
ment, and it was endleſs for me to aſk pardon, 


and promiſe with tears in my eyes, that I would 


do ſo no more; far from being forgiven, I was 
often punifhed though I did not deſerve it. M ben 
1 had been beat by my ſather, my mother, as if 
he bad not exerted himſelf enough, would be 
certain to have a hand in it, and inſtead of in- 


terceding ſor me, would ſet him on. This u- 


fage gave me ſuch an averſion for my paternal 
| habitation, that I leſt it before I was fourteen 
years of age, I went through Arragon to Sa- 


ragoſſa, where I afſociated myſelf with ſome begs 
gars, who led a pretty comfortable life. "They 


taught me how to counterfeit a blind man, to ap- 


pear lame, and ſeveral other things propei to pro- 


cure alms. We acted them over every morning, 


as players rehearſe their comedies; we every 


one prepared ourſelves for the different part we 


intended to act, each knowing his poſt; 
and we all met again in the evening, and en- 
oyed ourlelves all night, at the expence of thoſe 
who bad had compaſſion on us in the day Hows 
ever in time I tired of living withtheſe wrerches, 


and ſtrove to unite myſelf with ſome knights of 
One 5 ö | the 
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the poſt, who lived by their induſtry. They 


taught me a hundred tricks; but we were o- 


bliged in a very ſhort time to leave Saragoſſa, 


baving unluckily quarreled with one of the juſ- 


_ tices, who had always protected us. Each of us 
took his own way. As for me, I engaged my- 


ſelf with a bold troop of adventurers, who put 


travellers under contribution, and I was ſo, fond 
of their way of living, that I determined to/think 
of no other; Gentlemen, I am therefore very 
much obliged to my parents for uſing me ſo cruel- 


ly; for had they treated me more kindly, 
I had certainly have been a wretched butcher 
at this day, inſtead of er an honourable lieu- 
tenant. d 1 5 

He-who ſpoke n next was a young robber who 
ſat betwixt the captain and lieutenant, Gen- 
tlemen, ſays he, the ſtories we have heard are 


not ſo curious, nor ſo extraordinary as mine. I 


am the ſon of a peaſant in the neighbourhood of 


Seville. Three weeks. after I came into the 
world, my mother ſtill young and bandſome, 
it was propoſed to her to.nurſe the ſon of a per- 


ſon of conſequence in Seville, much about my 


age. My mother chearfully accepted the pro- 
poſal, and went to bring the child, which, as 
| ſoon as ſhe got home, ſne obſerved it reſembled * 
me. 6 pon this ſhe was tempted to make me 
paſs for the child of quality, hoping one day ſhe 
would be well cewarded by me for that kind of- 
fice. My father, whoſe conſcience was not more 
nice than any ot his neighbours, approved of the 


deceit; ſo that after ſhe had changed our cloaths, 
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the ſon al Don Rodriguez gene was put out 
to another nurſe, under my ne ee 1 mo- 
ther ſuckled me under his. 

Whatever fine things are ſaid of inflinQ, ht 
the firength of blood, the little gentleman's pa- 


rents were eaſily impoſed upon: they did not in 


the leaſt ſuipeR the trick that was plaved them. 
I was ſcarce out of their arms, till I was ſeven 
years of age. Their ſcheme being to make me 
a perfect cavalier, all kinds of maſters were pro- 
vided for me; but I had no inclination for the 
exerciſes tbey taught me, and ſtill lefs rel:ſh for 
the ſciences, in which they would have inſtruct- 
ei me. I choſe much rather to play with the 


ſervants, whom I frequently followed into the 
kitchen and ſtables. But play was not a long 
time my predominant paſſion ; before I was ſe» 
venteen, I learned to drink, and ſeduced all the 
women that came in the way. 
ly fond of the kitchen maid, who ſcemed to me 

to be the moſt lovely of them all: She was a fat 


4 


Jolly wench, and I made love to her with ſo lit- 


tle circumſpection, that Don Rodriguez took no- 
tice of it. He reprimanded me ſharply, upbraid - 


ing me with the baſeneſs of my inclinations; and 


leſt the fight of this amiable object ſhould render 


his remonitrances uſeleſs, he OT angel 
out of doors. 

I was greatly diſguſted at it, did reſolved to 
be revenped; I robbed him of his lady's jewels, 
and ran in queſt of my fair Helen, who had re- 


tired to a waſher-woman's houſe of her ac- 
quaintance; I went * with her at noon day, 


that 
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"dt every body MEN know it. That was 
„not all, I carried her into her own country, 
| where I ſolemnly married her, that I might 
not only give Herrera the more vexation, but 

ſet a fine example for other children of quality. 
'Three months after our marriage, 1 heard of 
Don Rodriguez's death, which news I thought 
was the beſt | ever heard in my life: I inftant=- . 
ly repaired to Seville, to take poſſeſſion of his 
eſtate; but alas! I found things ſtrangely al- 
tered; my mother was dead too, and had been 5 
filly W on her death- bed to confeſs to the 
curate of the pariſh the trick ſhe had put up- 

on Don Rodriguez, whoſe ſon was already in 
poſſeſſion of my place, or rather his own; and 
every one was the more pleaſed with the Hieb- 

very of his birth, on account of their being 
difſatisfied with me. By this means ſceing that 

I had nothing to expect from that quarter, and 

| having no great fancy for my fat ſpouſe, ] W 

the company of ſont knights of fortune, with 
whom | began my exploits on the road. 

The young robbe:'s ſtory being ended, ano- 
ther ſaid, That he was the ſon of a merchant at 
Burgos, and, prompted by an ind, ſereet devo» 
tion, had raſhly taken orders in his youth, and 
apoſtatized ſome-yea's after. In ſhort, the eight 
robbers ſpoke every. one of his birth in their 
turn, and when I had heard them all, I was 
not the leaſt ſurpriied to find them together. 
They changed their diſcourſe. afterwards, and 
debated ſeveral proj: cts for their next excurſion; . 1 
and having come to a determination, it being .Y 


„ LW late, 


f 
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late, they got up from table, and went all to 
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lleep in their reſpective chambers. I followed 


the captain into his, where, while I helped to 
' undreſs him, Gil Blas, ſays he, thou ſeeſt how 


we live; hcre we are always merry; hatred and 
walice never get footing among us: we never 


have the leaſt quarrel among us, but are more 
united than monks in a convent: my child, 
thou art going to have a very pleaſant lite in this 
place, I do not believe that you are ſuch a fool 
as to make the leaſt ſcruple to live with robbers, 
Do you imagine there are any people in the 


world honeſter than we ? No, my lad, everyone 


loves to take another's goods from him: this o- 


pinion is univerſal, though the manner of doing 


it be different: For example, conquerors ſeize 


their neighbours territories; perſons of rank 


borrow without ever intending to repay ;z trea- 
ſurers, bankers, brokers, and all kinds of tradeſ- 


men, great as well as ſmall, are not very nice in 
this point. As for tbe lawyers, I need not 
mention them, they are well enough known. 


However, I muſt own, that they are ſomewhat 
more humane than we, for we often put inno- 


cent people to death, and they. ſometimes ſave 
ms guilty. 


CHAP, 
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| Gil Blas 1 to Wed and * Was the 


mingo (for that was the name of the old negro} 


rather ought to rejoice at your good. luck; you 
are young, and ſeem to be of a happy temper; 


gaged you in all ſorts of debauchery, whereas 


delivered from all the aac dilkcukirs, and 


bor to have done ochet wie would have 3 
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H E captain of the robbers went to bed, 
after he had made this apology. for his 
profeſſion. I returned to the hall, where I rook _ 
every thing off the table, and put things in or» 
der. | then went into the kitchen, where Do- 


and Dame Leonarda were expecting me to come 

to ſupper to them. I bough I was not hungry, 
I fat down along with them, but could not eatz 
and my looks ſhewed that I was as melancholy as 

I had reaſon to be. Theſe two figures, equally 
qualified, endeavoured to conſole me. Child, 
why are you «ffl:Cted ? ſays the old woman: you + 


conſequently would have been ruined, had you 
lived in the world; you would have fallen in 
with a parcel of libertines, who would have en- 


your. innocence will be ſure here. Dame i co- 
narda is certainly very right, ſays the old negro. 
ſeriouſly; beſides, the world is ll of trouble; 
thank heaven, my friend, therefore, that you are 


3 ot this life. 5 
| very attentively hearkened to ies diſcouiſeʒ 
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nothing. The negro, after WEIR eaten and 
drank plentitully; rerired to the ſtable, while 


Leonarda, with a lamp in her hand, conduct - 


ed me to a vault which then thieves made uſe 
of for a buryirg | hepa when any of them di- 
ed a natural death I there perceived a paller, 
which had moie the appearance ot a tomb than 


a couch. Tuis i is your chamber, ſays ſhe; the' 
| young man whoſe place you have the good luck 
to fill, lay here. while: he{ lived, and ſome time 


after he was dead, He was fool enough to 
die in the flower of his age; I bope you will 
not be fo fili'y-as to fellow his example, Says» 
ing this, ſhe put the lamp in my band, and 
retired. 1 ſet the lamp on the ground, and 
threw myſelf on the bed, not ſo much with an 
expectation of fleeping, as to give myſelf up en- 
tirely to my melancholy refleQtions. O beavens, 
fays I, what a wretched deſtiny has befallen me-! 


I am not only deprived of ever ſeeing the ſun 


more, but as it it were not enough to be buried 


alive at the age of eighteen, Fam alſo condemn» 
ed to ſerve thieves all the day, and be all night 


with the dead!” Iheſe mortifying thoughts were 


indeed extremely ſnocking I curſed my uncle's 


intention of ſending me to Salamanca a thous 
fand times. I repented of having run away 


from the juſtice at Cacabelos, and would have 

ſubmitted to have been tortured, to have gotten - 
- abovegroundagain. But conſidering that it was to 
no purpoſe to conſume myſelt in vain complaints, 
I began to think bow 1 migbt contrive means 
to eicape, 1s there any pollbility, ſays Ito 
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myſelf, of eſcaping. hd hence? The hd ; 
are aſleep, the old woman and Domingo will 
ſoon be in the ſame condition Cannot I, 
while they ate all afleep, with this lamp find 
out the paſſage by which 1 got into this hel- 
kh abode? It is true, indeed, | do' not be- 
lieve that I am able to litt up the trap-door that 
covers the entty, but I will try, that I may have 
nothing to reproach myſelf with, Deſpair Will 
furniſh me with ſtrength, and who knows: but — 
may be able to accomplith it. 4 3 
Thus did I project this great deſign, and got 
out of my pallet, when I thought the old woman 
and the black were afleep. I took the lamp 
in my hand, and went out of the vault. recom» 
mending myſelf to all the ſaints in paradiſe. I 
had a great deal of d. fliculty to find- again all the 
1 of this new labyrinth, and arriving at 
| the ſtable door, I at laſt perceived the alley 1 
was in ſearch of, I went on, and advanced to- 
wards the trap-door as faſf as poſſible, | Bat alas! 
in the middle of the entry I. was ſt-pped by a 
_ confounded gate faſt locked, and the bars fo 
| cloſe that a man could ſcarce put his hand 
through. I was vexed at the fight of this new 
obſtacle, which I had not perceived when we 
came in. I handled the, bars, and endeavoured _ 
to break open the lock „ "when all on a ſudden r 
felt halt a dozen hearty bangs with a bull's piz- 
zle a*ccois my thoulgers; upon which l made 
ſuch a terrible noiſe, that all the vault rung with 
a and looking behind me, ſaw Domingo in his 
s {= with a dark e in one hand, and the 
. ; | inſtrument 
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| inſtrument of kio-empontion in the other; Soz. 
ſo, you young raſcal you, ſays he, you want 
to eſcape, do you? Do not imagine that you 
are too cunning for me. I heard you; you 
thought the gate was open, I ſupp-ſe. Know,, ' 
friend, that henceforth you ſhall always find 
it ſhut When we detain any perſon here 
| againſt his inclination, he muſt be more eg 
than thee, if he can'get off. 
.. | Two or three of the robbers! in the mean 
time being awakened with my crying out, ho 
not knowing whether it was not the holy bro- 
therhood that was coming down upon them, 
got up-in a hurry, and alarmed their comrades: - 
In an inſtant they all roſe, and ſeizing their arms 
advanced to the place where the black was ehaſ- 
tiſing me; but they were no ſooner acquaint- 
ed with what was the matter, than their con- 
 cern was changed into fits of laughter. How, 
Gil Blas, ſays the apoſtate thief to me, thou: 
haſt not been fix hours here yet, and wanteſl to 
run away from us already! You muit certain» - 
ly have a great averſion to a retired life: what 
- wouldit thou do if thou wert to turn monk ? 
Go, get thee to bed, thou (halt be pardoned this 
time, on account of the correction Domingo 
has beſtowed on thee; but if you ever endea«- 
vour again to eſcape, by St Bartholomew, we 
will flay thee ahve. As ſoon as he had ſaid 
theſe words, he etired. {he other thieves re- 
turned to their apartments, Domingo, pleaſed 
with his exploit, betook himſelf to the ftabie a» 
ban; and 1 W back to my burying ground, 
where 
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| where I paſſed the remainder wo the ben in bab. 
"0" and ee e 
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c H A p. VII. 
Hou Gil Blas behaved when be cowld do ne 1 


Was like: to 4 with thee grief i — 
me, which continued ſeveral days aſter my 
vain attempt to eſcape; I could ſcarcely hold 
up my head, or ſtand on my feet, but at laſt T 
reſolved to diſſemble. I affected to appear leſs 
ſad than uſual, and began to be. merry, though 
God knows 1 had no mind to it. In ſhort, E 
put ſuch a conſtraint upon myſelf, that the old 
woman and the negro were deluded by it. They 
imagined that cuſtom had reconciled the bird to 
its cage. The robbers were ef the ſame opint= 
on. When I poured out the wine for them, F 
aſſumed a gay air, and would frequently put in 
a word among them, whenever I found an op- 
portunity to divert them. They were pleaſed 
with the liberty 1 took. Gil Blas, ſays the 
captain to me one evening when I had been 
very merry, thou didſt well to drive away melan- 
choly; I am delighted with thy humour and 
wit : I find people are not known all at once; F 
did not think that thou wert ſo {prightly: and good - 
humoured. 
The reſt of them focke 400 in praiſe of me, 


and ſeemed ſo well . with me, that I de- 


termined 
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termined to take the advantage of the opportu· 
nity, and ſaid, Gentlemen, allow me to inform 
you of my mind: fince I have been here, I find 
myſelf quite another fort of a creature. You 5 
have ſtript me of the prejudices of education: _ 
I bave inſenſibly imbibed your ſentiments, and 
a debre for your proteſſion. I wiſh to have the 
| Honour of being one of your brethren, and to 
ſhare with you the dangers of your expeditions... 
My ſpeech was applauded by the whole company, 
and they approved of my for wardneſs, ſo that it 


— 
1 R 4 4 = 1 . 
* 8 2 * ; 1 4 - 
— oe... — — * nn 
* CO os OI, OP c 5 2 * — wy = ; — ns * * * * 2 0 
4, a a 8 A 8 4 4 K FT 4 * p 48 
. n J 0 4 * , ; — "oj 
- | £ ; ? 
* 5 2 
- 3 = = » JIE 7 
2 45 : 2 
. 1 * , 
* — 
* 4 -»Y 
: . Er 


! was unanimouſly determined that I: ſhould ſerve 
3 a little longer, in order to make trial of my vo- 
3 cation, and then take me out in their excurſi- | 
Ml ons; a ter which I thould be admitted to the no- : 
ble place I wanted. In hopes of fo honourable 
il . a preterment, I perſevered in my diſſimulation, 
i and ſtill exerciſed my employment as butler, 
© _ *'which circumſtance greatly mortified me. For 
f my intention of aſpiring to the honour of be- 
ecꝙcming a robber, was only to have the freedom 


5840 getting out of the vault wherein I was con- 
fined,..in' hopes of getting away from them, 
Theſe hopes ſupported me: I often wearied with 
waiting, and often ſtrove. to-furprize the watch- 

fulnels of the negro; but it was never in my 
power, he was too vigilant. I would have de- 
fied an hundred Urpheus's to have ſubdued this 
"Cerberus.: It is tiur, indeed. I was fo atraid of 
making myſcl ſuſpected, that I did not do what 
I could to beguile him. He watched me, and 

1 war obliged to be. very cautious, that E _ 

; Sf net 054 pfeift. I therefore put off . 
5 ; Thoughts 


"—_— 


thoughts of getting out, till the time appointed 


for receiving me into the gang was come; and 
I waited for this event as eagerly as if I had 


then been to be admitted ee the ure of 
m order. 2 


b, 


I ͤ thank God, — er this: time eameʒ 71 
a Signior Rolando ſpoke thus to his compa- 


nions. Gentlemen, we muſt keep our promiſe 
with Gil Blas; I have a good opinion of this 
lad: 1 believe we ſhall make ſomething+of him; 


I think we had better take him with us to- mor- 


row, to gather laureis on the highway. We will 


take it upon ourſelves to breed him up in the 


way to glory. The robbers were all of the ſame 


way of thinking with their captain; and to ſhew: 
me that they viewed me already as one of their 
companions, they diſpenſed with my fſerving- 
them. Dame Leonarda took pofſfeſſion again of 


the poſt I had taken from her. They made me 
quit my dreſs, which conſiſted only of à ſhorr 
frock very much ufed, and decked me out with 
the ſpoils of a gentleman lately robbed. | "= 
which 1 got Wege for * eampeien 
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8 habitation with the robbers. I was ne like 
them, with a carabine and bayonet, a ſword; and 


two piſtols, and mounted on a very good horſe, 
which they had taken from the gentleman whoſe _ 
eloaths I wore. I had lived fo long in darkneſs, 


that the light dazzled wy eyes, till I was Senſe 


tomed to it. | 
We paſled juſt by e HY and placed ol our- - 


| ſelves in ambuſh in a ſmall wood bordering on 


the high road to Leen. We were waiting there, 
thinking that fortune would throw ſome good: 
booty in our way, when we ſaw a Dominican 
friar, mounted, contrary to the ordinary cuſtoms 
of theſe good fathers, on a bad mule, God be 
praiſed, ſays the captain laughing, here is a ma- 

Rer-piece for Gil Blas: he muſt go and dif- 
mount the monk; let us ſee how he will be- 
have. All the robbers were of opinion, that 


this commiſſion would ſuit me; and they adviſ- 


ed me to acquit myſelf well in it. Gentlemen,. 
ſays I to them, you thall be pleaſed 3. I will ſtrip 
the prieſt as naked. as be was born, and bring 
you his mule. No, no, ſays Rolando, it is not. 
worth the trouble; bring us only his Reverence's 
purſe, that is all we. want of thee. Upon 


which Fimmediatecly ſallied out of-the wood, and 


made towards the monk, begging heaven to par- 
don the action | was going to commit. I would 
willingly bave made my eſcape that moment, but- 
the nioſt part of the thieves were better mounted 
than me, and it they had ſeen that I fled from 


them, would ſoon have been at my keels, and 
; ene back with them, or r perhaps have diſ- 
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| * their carabines at me, which T did not 
_- Chooſe to hazard, the lep being too delicate. 

Therefore I made up to the prieſt, and demand- 
ed his purſe, holding my piſtol to bis breaſt, to 
Jet him ſee that I was in earneſt. He ſtopt ſhort 
to view me, and did not appear very much frigh- 
'tened : Child, ſays he, you are very young, you 
have begun this villainous trade betimes. Fa- 


ther, ſays I, roguiſh as it is, 1 wiſh I had begun 
it ſooner. Ab, ſon, replies the good monk, who 
did not comprehend the true meaning of my 
words, What ſayeſt thou? What blindneſs! Al- 


low me to repreſent your unhappy condition. 
Father, ſays I, precipitately interrupting him, % 
truce with your morals, if you pleaſe ; I do not 
come on the highway to hear ſermons, it is mo- 
ney L want. Money! cries the monk in ſur- 
Priſe : you judge very badly of the charity of 
the Spaniards, it you think that people of my 
character ſtand in need of money to travel with 


in Spain, Be not deceived, we are agreeably 


received every where, we are lodged, we are 
fed, and all that is demanded of us, is our pray- 
ers. In ſhort, we never carry. any money on the 
road with us, we abandon ourſelves to Provis 
dence, hat will not do with me, ſays I; you 
do not always give yourſelves up to it, you have 
ſometimes good piſtoles upon you, to make you 
the more certain of Providence. But, father, let 
us have done; my comrades who ate in the 
wood are impatient. Immediately throw your 
purſe to the ground, or I will kill ou. 
At theſe words, which I pionounced with a 


; _ threatning 
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threatning air, the prieſt beendet i for bie 
life. Stop-then, ſays he, and 1 will ſatisfy you, 
. fince it muſt be ſo; I perceive that rhetorical | 
Figures are uſeleſs with ſuch men as you ate. So 
Taying, he pulled from under his 'gown a great 
purſe made of ſhamoy leather, which he threw 
upon the ground. I then told bim to continue 
his journey, which be did, not giving me the 


trouble to tepeat"it. He kicked his mule's ſides, LY 


which belying the opinjon I had of her (for 1 


thought her no better than my uncle's) went off 


at a pretty faſt pace. As he rode on, T alighted, 
and tock up the purſe, which appeared heavy; 
I got on my horſe again, and went back to the 
wood as fait as poſſible, where the robbers im- 
patiently waited to congratulate me on my vic= - 
toty; they would ſcarcely give me time to a- 
- Light, ſo eager were they to embrace me. Cou- 
rage, ſays Rolando to me, thou haſt done won- 
ders; I viewed thee all the while; I have obſer- 
ved thy countenance; 1 foretel that thou wilt 
make an excellent higbwayman. The lieute- 
tant and the others applauded the prediction, and 
aſſured me that one day I ſhould certainly ac- 
compliſh it. I thanked them for the great opi- 
nion they had, of me, and promiſed. to do my 
endeavours to ſupport it. 

After more praiſes than I deſerved had been 
beſtowed on me, they wanted to examine the 
plunder which 1 had brought them Let us 
ſee, ſaid they, what there is in the monk's purie, 
It mutt be wel! furniſhed, continues one of them, 
for theſe religious fathers do not commonly tra- 
n ; "TRL 
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vel like pilgrims The x APD untied the purſe, 


opened it, and took out of it a parcel of copper 


medal-, mixed with Agnus Dei' s, and ſome 
ſcapulaires. At the fight of ſo uncommon 4a 
booty, all the robbers burſt into an immoderate 


fit of laughter. Upon my ſoul, ſaid the lieute- 


nant, we are under a great obligation to Gil 


Blas, his firſt performance is a ſalutaty one, 


Theſe raſcals, and eſpecially he who had apoſta- af 


tized, began to be very merry upon the matter, 
and ſaid a thouſand things that roo well denored 


the wickedneſs of their morals : I was'the only 


one that did not laugh at it: it is true, the rail- 
lery was all at my-expence, which was enough 
to check my mirth, had I had an inclination for 
it: every one had a fling at me; and the captain 


ſaid, Faith, Gil Blas, as a friend, I would adviſe 


| thee not to trouble thyſelf any more with the 
monks, they are a ſet of popes too hard and cun- 


L 
=> 


ning for rs. N 8 e 


e ο 


Cc HAP. Ix. 


o a ſerious Adventur, re, koh ſatin that tri- 


Ling one. 


in the wood, without meeting with any 
traveller to make amends for our diſappointment 
in the monk. We came out of it at laſt, intends. 


ing to return to our ſubterranean habitation, lie 
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mitingour exploits to this riſible enen wh ich 


ſtill was the ſubjeRt of our diſcourſe, when we 
ſaw at a diſtance a coach and four mules. They 


advanced to us upon a ſharp trot, and were ac- 


companied with three men on horſeback, who 
appeared well armed, Rolando bid his compa- 


ny halt, to hold a council, the conſequence of 


which was, to attack the coach, We immedi- 
ately arranged ourſelves in the order which he 


wanted, and rode up to.'the coach in order of 
battle, Notwithſtanding the applauſe I received 


in the wood, I found myſelf ſeized with a great 


trembling, and cold ſweat, which preſaged no - 


thing good. Unfortunately my place happened 


to be betwixt the captain and lieutenant, in the 
front, which | fancied they contrived ſo on pur- 


poſe, to accuſtom me to ſtand fire. Rolando 
perceived the fear I was in, avd throwing a ſour 
look at me, faid with a furly air, Gil Blas, hear 


me, mind thy duty ; if you flinch theJeaſt, with 


this piſtol I will blow your brains out. I was 


too well perſuaded of what be ſaid, to negleck 


this warning; ſo I reſolved to dare my inthe and 
recommended my foul to God, 


By this time the coach and barſemes were 
got up with us. They knew what ſort of peo- 


ple we were, and gueſſed our deſign by our coun- 


tenances; they ſtopped at twenty paces diſtance: 
they had piſtols and carabines as well as we; 


and while they were preparing to receive us, 


there came out of the coach a gentleman richly 
dreſſed. He mounted a led horſe, and put him 


ſelf at the head of thoſe * attended him. He 


had 


| She fainted during the en 
recovered when the captain came up to her. 
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bad no arms but big ford! 3 Still 


they were but four againſt nine, for the coach- 


man remained on his box. They advanced to- 


wards us with boldneſs that redoubled my 
fright; however, though I trembled hand and 
foot, I made ready to do as the ret did: to tell 
the truth, I ſhut my eyes when I diſcharged 


my carabine, and fixed it in ſuch a manner, that 


I believe there is nothing lies on * conſcience | 
on account of that affair. 

I will not give the particulars of this aQion $ 
for though I was preſent, I faw nothing. Feat 
troubled my imagination much, ſo that it even 
concealed the horror of the ſpectacle which. fright- 


| ed me. All that I know is, that after a great deal 5 


of firing, I heard my comrades cry out, Victo- 
ry ! victory! upon which acclamation, my fear 
diſſipated, and I perceived four horſemen lying 
dead on the field of battle. We had but one 


man killed on our fide, which was the apoſtate, | 


who met with a Juſt puniſhment for his a- 
poſtacy, and ridiculous jokes, 'on the ſcapue 
laries. The lieutenant received a wound in his 


arm, but it was very trifling, The: ball only taz- 
ing the ſkin. , 


dignior Rolando ran ü to the ak | 
door; there was a lady of about twenty-four” 
years of age in it, who appeared very beautiful, 
notwithſtanding the condition which ſhe was in. 
dan way was not 


Whilt he was buſy viewing her, we fell upon 
the booty, W e "uw by ſecuring the dead ca · 
Vor. I. | Cc Tag” 3 
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| . 1 horſes; thoſe CE WAS ſrighted, at 
the. noiſe- of the catabines, apd pit 
| looſe after they had loſt. their riders. The 


mules never moved during the action, although 


the coachman bad quitted bis ſeat to ſave him 


ſelf. We alighted off our horſes to looſe the 
mules from' the coach, and lead them with 
the. ſeveral bundles which we found tied be- 
fore and behind the coach. That. done, the 


captain cauſed us to take the lady, who: was 


not yet recovered from ber ſwoon, and put her 
4H one of the robbers who was beſt mount» 
hen leaving on the high;road the coach 


2 Wee dead men, we brought away. with us 


the lady, mules, and bares E e 
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E prey to our ee dwelliog-2« 
bout! an hour after night. We led 


eur horſes and mules to the ſtable; and were 
ef obliged. to take cate of them ourſelves, becauſe 
Domingo had been in bed three hours; be- 
ſides à violent fit of the gout, he was pained 
all over with the rheumatiſm. bete wa no- 
thing ſree of it but his tongue. which be em⸗ 
9 in aeſulying his wala bye a . 
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We left Ko miſerable winch 


ble blaſphemies. 
curſing and ſwearing, and went into the Kit- 


-  chen, where we paid all our attention to the 
lady: We managed it fo well, that at laſt we 
recovered her out of her fit. But when her 


ſenſes were reſtored; and ſhe ſaw herſelf. in the 


bands of ſo many ſtrange men, ſhe perceived 


her misfortune and trembled. Whatever grief 
and deſpair could repreſent to her, appeared 


painted in her eyes, which ſhe raiſed to hea- 


ven, as if, to reproach it for the injury the 
was threatened with. Theſe diſmal ideas threw | 


her into another fit; her eyes ſhut; and the 


robbers imagined that death was going to rob 
them of their prey. The captain judging it 


would be better to TIO n her to herſelf than 


torment her with ſreſh afiſtance from them, cauſ- 


ed her to be put into * old woman's beds 
where ſhe lay all alone, expoſed to the inſolts of 


the moſt wretched of mortals. © 


Then we went into the hall, where one of the | 


robbers, who had been a ſurgeon, drefſed the 
lieutenant's arm. 'I hat done, we then ſet about 
Examining our bundles Some were full of li. 
nen, others cloaths, and the laſt contained ſome 


tertarned ourſelves at firſt with the great victory 


we had gained, Upon which Rolando addreſſed S 
Himſelf to me, Confeſs, ſays he, Gil Blas, confeſs. 


E 


that thou waſt much aſraid. I replied, that 13 
. not deny i it; but that he would ſee what 


* I .C - 5 | | 2 would 


bigs of piſtoles which greatly pleaſed the gentle» | 
men concerned, After this examination, the 
cloth was laid and ſupper brought in. We en- 
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: ' 1 — do after I bad fought two or three came 


3 | pins. Upon which, all the company took my 


part, and ſaid, that I ſhould be pardoned for that 
time; that the action was briſk, and conſidering 
that I was a young man, who had never ſtood 
fire before, I bad come off pretty well. | 
The converſation afterwards was concerning 
the mules and horſes, which we had juſt brought 
into the cave. It was determined that we 
ſhould all go the next day before it was light, 
and fell them at ManGlla, where probably they 


had not yet heard of our expedition. After ſup- 


pet, we went again to ſee the lady, whom we 
found in the ſame ſituation as we left her. Ne- 
vertheleſs, bad as. ſhe appeared, yet ſome of.the 
robbers catl a profane eye upon bet, and ſhewed 
their brutal luſt, which they would-have ſatisfied, 
had not holando ſtopped them, by reprefenmting 
that they ſbould-at leaſt wait till the lady was re- 
covered The reſpect they had for their captain 
was a reſtriQion cn their incontinence. With- 
out that nothing could have ſaved the lady; even 
"death itſelf could not Perhaps haye [ecucen her 
honour. I 
We again left this unfortunate 1 woman in the 
fame condition. Rolando contented himſelf with : 
ordering Leonarda to take cate of her, and every 
cne retired to their re!p: tive chambers. As for 
me, when I lay down, inſtead of ſleeping, 1 could 
not help. thinking on the misfortune cf the lady; | 
I ſuppoſed eher to be a lady of quality, and thought 
her more to be pitied on that account, I trem- 
Med to think of The hortors that lurcounded ber, 
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3 felt myſelg as much concerned for her as if 
ſhe had been my relation; In ſhort, after having 


heartily bewailed het fate, I thought of means 


bow to preſerve her honour in the danger ſne 
was in, and at the ſame time to get us out of this 


 ſubterranean' dwelling. I knew that Domingo 


could not move, and that ſince his indiſpoſition, 
Leonarda had the key of the grate: this thought 
made me form a project, which in the following 
manner I immediately put in execution. 
I feigned to have the cholic, and cried out as: 
17 1 had been dreadfully pained. The robbers a- 
woke, and ſoon after came to me. They de- 
manded the reaſon: why I cried fo, IT anſwered; 


that I had a dreadful cholic; and to perſwade 


them the more that it was ſo, I made a hundred 
wry. faces, like a- perſon very much pained. 
Then I lay ſtill, as if the fit was ſomewhat eakier, 
In an inſtant after, I rolled on my pallet, and 
wrung my hands as if the fit came on me again: 
* ſott I played my part ſo well, that, cunuing 
as the robbers were, I deceived them all, and 
* thought I was terribly tortured indeed. 
They did what they could to aſſiſt me; one 
brought me a bottle of brandy, and made me 
ſwallow balf of it ; another anointed me with the 
oil of ſweet almonds, whither I woutd or not 3 # 


third ed, a napkin, and put it very hot to 


my belly. I in vain ecried out, hold; they 
thought my cholic was the reaſon of my cries, 
and continued to make me fuffer- real pains, to 
eaſe me of a fictitious one. In fine, not being . 
* to endute it any longer, I told them that 
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I-was een ben better, and Wr them to 
bave pity on me. They ecaſed fatiguing me 


with their remedies; and I took care how 1 
complained any more, for en * 


their aihitance again. 
This ſcene laſted almoſt tber 8 wks: 


1 Ws the thieves judging that it was almoſt day, 


prepared to ſet out for Manſilla 1 made as I 
would fain accompany them, but they prevented 


me: No, no, Gil Blas, fays Captain Rolando, 
ſtay here, my boy, thy cholic may come on thee a- 


gain z thou ſhalt go with us when thou art bet- 


tet, for to day thou are not in a condition to fol- 


low us. I did not think proper to infiſt any ſur - 
ther upon going, leſt they ſhould have taken me 
at my word; I only appeared to be very ſorry 


| that I could not be of the party. 1 did this with 
| fo good an air, that they all went out of our ſub- 
' _ terranean habitation without. the leaſt ſuſpecting 


my project. After their departure, for which I 
heartily wiſhed, I ſaid to myſelf, now Gil Blas, 
now is the time for thee to have reſolution ; take 
courage to finiſh'what thou haſt ſo happily begun. 
The pegio is not in a ſlate to oppoſe thy under- 


taking, and the old woman cannot hinder thy 
executing it: ſcize this opportunity of eſcaping, 


thou wilt never have a more favourable one. 


| Theſe reflexions gave me confidence; 1 roſe, took 
my ſword and piſtols, and went firſt to the kit- 
| cheny but before I entered, I heard Leonards 
ſpeak, and ſtopped to liſten. She was talking to 
the ſtlange lady, endeavouring to conſole her, 
| N being come 0 ee and conſidering her 
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ideen wept bittetly. Ay, n e 
da, ſigh on, weep as much as you pleaſe, it will 
comfort you: your . fir was dangerous, but it is 
now over, ſince you ſhed tears.) Your grief 
will be appeaſed by degrees, and you will aceuſ?- 
tom youriclf. with living with our gentlemen here, 
8 who are honourable men; you will be treated 5 
5 like a princeſs; they will be very ſond of you, 
and no doubt you will ;teſtify your affection to 
them. There ate many dome wet would: 1 
{| to be in your place. A 
1: IL did not give Leonarda time roduyin TEM motey 
I entered, and with: a threatning air told her, that 
1 would immediately blow out her brains, if the. 
did not give me the; key of the grate. She was 
much ſurpriſed, and though pretty much advan- 
eed in years, was ſtull too much attached to life 
to refuſe my requeſt. When I had received the 
key, I thus addreſſed myſelf to the afflicted Jadys 
Madam, ſays I, heaven ſends a deliveret to 50s 
iſe and follow me, and I will lead you where dbu 
ebuſe to order me. The lady was not deaf to 
J my offer, My onde made ſuch an impreſſion 
. on her, that recollecting all her ſtrength, ſue came 
and threw herſelf at my feet, inttesting me to 
preſerve: her honour. © I raiſed ber vp; and affur= 2 
ed her, that ſhe might rely upon me. I then 2 
took up ſome cords Which I ſaw in the kitchen, 
and with the aſſiſtance of the lady, tied Leonarda 
to the foot of a great table, protetiing that l Would 
kill her, if ſhe made the leaſt noiſe,” After thatg 
Tear) ne er d and went with the lady to the - _ 
oom where the treaſure of gold and fGlver lags _ 
Fl 2 Be RS Y 


* 


$f 0 Tu nisrok ve; 


2 


I put as many fingle and double piſtoles into my 


i 1 Y pocket as they would hold, aud made the lady 

E allo take as many as ſhe could carry, repreſenting 

130 4 * her that ſhe. only took what was her,own. 
| EY When we had made a good proviſion for our 


ſelves, we proceeded to the ſtable, where I enter- .Y 
ed alone, with my piſtols cocked. I imagined = 
that Domingo, notwithſtanding his gout and 1 
rheumatiſm, would not quietly ſuffer me to bri= 
dle and ſaddle my horſe, and refolved to cure him 
of his ails for ever, if he reſiſted. But as good 
luck would have it, he was ſo violently pained at 
that time, that I took my horſe out of the ſtable 
| *,_ Without his perceiving me. The lady waited for 
me at the grate: we quickly paſted out of the alley . 
that eonducted us to the grate, which we open» 
ed, and coming to the trap-door, lifted it up with 
much ado. Had not the great deſite of eſcaping 


ſtrengthened us, we ſhould never ALES accom- 
pliſhed it. 


Day light began to appear 8 we found 
2654 As out of this abyſs, from whenee we ſtrove 
to remove ourſclves as fait as pu{hble. I mounts 
ed the horſe, and taking the lady on behind me, 

rode as faſt as poſſible along the firſt road we 
found, and preſently got out of the foreſt: we 
came into a plain, where were many roads, and 
took one of them by chance. I was like to die 
with fear, leaſt it ſhould conduct us to Manſilla, 
and ſo meet with Rolando and his comrades. 
Happily for us, I was afraid without a reaſon : 
We arrived at Aſtorga about two o'clock in the 
afternoon, | I peteeived the people looked on us 
3 ; et TE 7 | a8 
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28 attentively as if it had been uncommon to ſee 


2 woman ride behind a man. We put up at the 
fir ii inn we came to, and I ordered a H ; 
and pheaſant to be got ready for dinner. Whilſt 
they were executing my orders, I conduRted tje 


lady to a chamber, where we entered into con» 


ing on the road, on account of the haſte we made. 
She cxpreſſed herſelf to me, how ſenfble ſhe was 
of the ſ:rvice I had juſt done her; and ſaid, that: 


after ſo generous an action ſne could not be per- 


ſwaded that 1 was a companion of the robbere, 


l > ve „% „ 


verſation, which we had not an opportunity of do- 
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from whom 1 had delivered her. I telated to 5 


ber my hiltory, to confirm the good opinion ſhe= 7 


conceived of me. Upon which ſhe put conſi- 


dence in me, and toſd me her misfortunes, which? 
the reader will find in the lowing chaprer. 
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* 1 A p. XI. 
The Hi Har of Donna, Mencia de 2 


| I was born at Valladolid; Don Martin, 
my father, after having deitroyed almoſtall his pa- 
trimony in the army, was killed at the nead of a. 
regiment which. he commanded in Portugals... 
He left me ſo ſmall a fortune, that I was but a 
poor match for any one, although I was an oni. 
daughter. However, I did not want lovers, not- 
eee the ſmallneſs of my fortune ; many? . 
4 C5, 1 
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of ine moſt confiderable - pentlemay! in Spain 
courted me, but he who attracted my attention 
was Don Alvar de Mello. Indeed he was gen- 
tecler tban his rivals, but more folid qualities 
than this determined me in his favour, He had 
wit, diſcretion, valour, and probity; beſides, he 
 paiſed for the molt gallant man in the world. If 
be made an entertainment, nothing could be 
more elegant: if he appeared at the juſts, his 
ſtrength and dexterity were always admired: for 
theſe reaſons I preferred bim beſore all. others, 
and married him. „«‚ͤ%ũ f 
A ſhort time after our marriage, he met Don 
408. ea de Baeſa, one of his rivals, in a by- place; 
they quarrelled and drew. Don Andrea loſt his 
life, and be being the nephew of the corregidor of 
Valladolid, a great enemy of the family of Mello, 
Don Alvar thought it moſt proper to get inſtant- 
out of the city. He immediately returned. 
home, where, while they were getting a borſe 
478 for him, he related to me what had happen- 
ed. N dear Mencia, ſays he to me, we muſt 
part. Jou know what ſort of a perſon the cor- 
4? regidor is. Do not let us flatter ourſelves; he 
wy will do every thing that lies in his power againſt 
me. You know what authority he has; I ſhall 
| 77,7; 1-- He" be ſecure in this kingdom. He was fo griev- 
ed at our parting, and the foirow be far me feiz-* 
= ed with, that he could ſay no more. 1 made 
BE Him take as much gold and jewels as he could 
19 + carry. Then we embraced, and did nothing but 
mingle fighs and tears for a quartef of an hour. 


2 length eg” acquainted that his horſe was : : 


44th | rend * 


11 * 14. r 
1 he. broke. loofe ftom me, and left me in 


a condition which I cannot repteſent. Happy 
Had it been if the exceſs of my allliction had then 
killed me; but my life was ſpared for more ttou- 
bles Some hours after Don Alvar had ſer out, 
the corregidor was apprized of his flight, and ore 
dered him to be purſued, ſparing no pains to get 
1 bim inte cuſtody. My ſpouſe: was: tooibard! for 
him, and got into à place of | ſafety. |» Thus che 
en was obiiged: to ſatisfy: his vengeance wich 
the poor ſatisfaction of ſeizing the effects ot a man 
whoſe Wong he ariden er * he ugh ——_ 
el i this vorp aflicking ene e e 
Pan where with to ſubſiſt on; I began to lead 
a very retired: life, aud kept but one womam fers 
vant, I ſpent all my days in weeping, not for 


indigence, which I bore patiently, but lor the ab⸗ | 


fence of my-dear huſtand, of whom had, no ac 
count. He had, however, at parting promifed 
that be would take care to inform me of his fate 
to whatever place his evil Hats might conduct 
bim. Nevertheleſs, ſeven long yeats. were gone 
before I heard what was become ot him the uns - 
certainty I was in made me live in continua for- 
row. At laſt under ſtood that he Was lain in 
2 battle figbting for the king of Portugal: in the 
kingdom of Fez. I was intormed of ae: ths! bt 
fon lately atrited from Africa, who aſſured me - 
that he was very well acquainted with Den Al- 
var de Mello; that he bad ſerved in the Portus - 
gueſe army with him, and had ſeen bim fall in 
the action. He added to this ſome other circyms - 
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ſtances, which (ran me, that _— huſfe 
Head? was no more n 
Don Ambrofio / Nes Sans Aalen h 


; ee came to Valladolid about that time. 


He was one of thoſe: old lords who by their gal- 
lant and polite actions make women forget their 
age, and thinkthem as taking as if they were young 


ſtill. One day ſomebody by chance related to him 
the ſtory of Don Alvar; and gave him ſuch a fa - 
voutr able deſcription of me, that he wanted to ſee me. 
He ſaw: me; and though grief had made a great 
impreſſion on me, he took ſuch a liking to me, that 


it turned to a tender paſſin. Perhaps indeed he 
pitied mi ſad and mournful condition, and pity very 
oſtenchanges itſelf into love. My diſmal (tate affec- 
ted bim, and he told more than once, that he be- 


beld me as a prodigy ot conſtancy, and even envi- 
ed the fate of my huſband, in having ſuch a faith- 


ful wite, though his end was ſo lamentable. In 


- ſhort, he was io ſtruck with the, fight of me, and 


only wanted to ſee me a oo e to reſolve 
to marty me. ; N 

- He let a friend of mine Te his irivneion,; whe 
came and repreſented to me, that my huſband be- 


ing killed in the kingdom of Fez, it was not at 


all reaſonable that I ſhould bury myſelf alive, and 
make my. charms uicleſs to my youth; that I had 
wept enough for a man who had been united to 
me tor ſo thort a time, and that 1 ſhould take 
hold ot the opportunity which offered, of being the 


bappicit woman in the world. Then ſhe boaſted 


of the Marquis's nobility, his great eſtates, and 


bis good character. But all the ſaid was loſt up- 


- 
* 
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on me; 1 would not. be perſwaded by her: not 


that I thought Don Alvar was not dead, or was 
afraid of cor ade nd ſudden, when I did 
not expect him. I was ſo little inclined to mars» 
ry again, or rather was ſo unwilling to it, after I 
had been ſo; unfortunate in my firſt marriage, that 


I-could not think of complying with my friend's 


requeſt. However, ſhe did not ceaſe to entice met 


on the contrary, ſhe redoubled her zeal for Don 


Ambrosio: She engaged all my relations in that 
old lord's intereſts: they all adviſed me to accept of 
ſo advantageous a match. I was conſtantly im- 
portuned by them: It is true. indeed, that my po- 


verty, which became every day greater, PR eo | 


ted not a little to overcome my reſiſtance. 


I could hold out no longer; | yielded to their | 


vrefitig inſtances, and mat tied the Marquis de la 
Guardia, who, the day after our nuptials, carried 


me to à very fine caltle he had MITE. Burgos, bes 8 


tween Grajal and Rodillas He was very fond of 
me, and did every thing-that lay in his power to 
pleaſe me: he ſtudied io prevent my leaſt defires, 
and never was a huſband fonder ofa plealing wite ; 
never was lover more complaiſant to a” miſtreſs, 
I thoutd have peflionately loved Don Ambroſio, 
notwithitanding the diſproportiou of our ages, had 


I been capable of loving any one but Don Alva , 


But a conſtant heart can have but one paſſions 


Thc remembrance of my firſt; huſband: rendered 
uſeleſs all his endeavours o pleafe me I could 


not pay back hi eff ction, but with eng 
ande ot ack::-owledgements = 
* was in this dilpolitions" * king t the air 


— 
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bobne day at elbe he dhe f6# in the pars 
dien a kind of peaſant; ho looked very atrens 
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g 
> ' tively on me. I thought that he was an aſſiſt- 


ant of the garde ner's, and took but little notice 

_ Of bim; but the next day, being at the ſame wins 
dow, I perceited bim in the ſame place again, 
wy he ſeemed ſtill very much attached to look at 

This ſtruck me; examined his face more 

1 0 and fancied 1 perceived the featutes of 
the unfortunate Don Alvar. This thought put 


and I cried out ; but was then by good luck alone 


I told ber of my ſoſpic1on;; ſhe laughed at me; 
thinking that ſome ſmall likeneſs had deceived 
my eyes. Do not imagine it, madam, ſays the; . 
what likelihood is there that your firſt huſband 
ſhould be in the torm of a peaſant ? Cam it be 


1 1 poſfible that he is ſtill alive? I will go down - 


to the garden, added ſhe, and talk to this coun» 
ty-man Lil kuow who he is, and return in 
à moment to inform you. Accordingly ſhe did 
fo, and when ſhe returned, I perceived her to be 
in great confulion, Madam, fays ſhe, your fuſs 
picion is too well grounded. It was Don Alvar 
whom you faw, He has diſcovered himſelf to 
me, and wants to have ſome ſecret converlation 
with „„ „ 
1 had at that alle an ee receiving. 
1 bean as the Ma quis was then gone to 
. Burgos; and commanded my woman to conduct 
bim isto my cloſet Youu may judge the terrible a- 


me into a terrible apprehenfion of the truth of it, 


4 


with Ines, who was the ſervant Lmoſt confided in. 


0 gitation 1 was in; 1 could not ſuppoit the ght | 


* AF „ 1 
<* * 3 gf - 2 8 IS 
* = * * ö * 
| | : | 
| . 


of a man who had too much reaſon- to reproach 
me with inconſtancy; 1 fainted when he preſents 
ed himſelf before me. Ines and he immediate 
2 gave me aſſiſtance, and as L came te myſelf, 
Don Alvar ſaid, Madam, I deſire that my preſenee 
may not incommode you: 1 do not intend giving 
you the leaſt uneaſineſs. I am not come like as 
furious huſband, to demand an account of the 
faith you vowed to me, and to chatge yau with 
the crime of the ſecond engagement: you have:cons 
tracted; I am not ignorant that this is the work 
of your friends, and I am acquainted with the per- 
ſecutions that you have ſuffered on that account. 
1 know bow they ſpread the report of my death 
1 Valladolid „ ald that you yourſelt had good rea- 
fon to thiak ſo, having received no letter from 
me to inform you to the contrary. . In ſhort, 1 
know in what manner you have lived Gnce gut 
cruel ſeparation, and that neceſſity rather than 
love put you in the arms of Ab, my Lords 
ſaid I, interrupting him, why would you escuſe 
pour wife ? Lam guilty, ſince you live. 0d 
that I was now in the ſame ſituation I was in be» 
fore Don A mbrofio married me! Fatal marries 
age! | Alas ! I ſhould otherwiſe have had in my 
_——_—_ the confolationof elng you ang 
ſs] . * Þ 71 9 3 . R 72 31 14 : 
3 1 Aacheis replied Dice: Aba with an 
air which thewed how much he was penetrated - 
with my tears, I do net complain of you, and in- 
lead of-reproaching you with the brilliant ſtate 
which I find you in, Ithank heaven for it. dince 
the fatal day 1 depaited from Valladolid, fortune 
; 45 — „ 1 5 = 2 has 
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has al ways been againſt me: my life: . n but 


à continued ſeries of misfortunes, and nothing : 
made me more wretched than being deprived ob 
an opportunity to ſend. you neus of: me, and to. 


hear from you.” I was | ſenfiblthow you loved 
me, and continually repreſented to myſelf the fi- 
tuation to which my fatal affection reduced you. 


F repreſented you to my eyes always in tears, and 
my concern for you was ever my greateſt trouble. 
I reproached myſelf ſometimes for: having been 


the occaſion of making you-ſo miſerable; and even: 
wiſhed that you had taken one of my rivals; ſince the: 
preterence you had given me colt you ſo dear. 


Neverthelefs, after ſeven: years ſufferings, more 


cap ivated with you than ever, I wanted to ſee 


you again; I could not reſiſt this defire, and at 


the end of a long llavery, permitting myſelf to 


fatisfy it, went in this diſguiſe to Valladolid, at : 


the hazard of being diicovered: There | have 
been informed of everything. Afterwards I came 


to the caſtle, and found means to come at the gar=- 


dencr, who hired me to work in the gardens, 


where I might ' poſſibly have an opportunity of- 
fecretly ſpeaking to you. But 4io not imagine 


that by my ſtaying.bere Ehave weigh of trou- 
bling the te!icity you enjoy. I love you more: 
than l love my elf I am glad to ſee you ſo happy, 
and the/pleaiure 1 ſhall take to reflect un the con- 
dition I leave vow iu, will be the only conſolati- 


on of a liie Which 1 will end far trom you, and 


return no more to interrupt your repoſee. 

No, no, Don Alvar, cried Lat theie words, I 
wall not allow you to deiert me a ſecond time, 
| ; Iwill 


K 
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I vill go with you; -nathing: hues * n 


benceforth ſeparate us. Liſten to me, replied 


be, live ſtill with Don Ambroſio; do not ac- | 


company me in my misfortunes, let me be 
wretched. by thn He ſaid a great many o- 
ther things to the ſame purpoſe, but the more 
” willing he appeared to ſacrifice [himſelf to my 


bappineſs, the leſs I, was diſpoſed to conſent to 


it. When he found that I was determined to 


follow him, he changed his tone all on a ſud- 


den, and locking very well pleaſed upon me, ſaid, 
Madam, fince you have ſtill ſo much regard: for 
Don Alvar as to prefer; his; miſery to the hap- 
pineſs you enjoy here, let us go and live at Be- 
tancos, at the farther end of the kingdom of 
Galicia, where I haye a ſecret; retreat prepared 
for us. If my misfortunes have deprived me of 


all my eſtate, they have not yet deprived me of 


all my friends : I, bave ſtill ſome faithful one 
remaining, who have put me in a condition to 
carry you off,. I have by their aſſiſtanee got a 
coach veady at Zamora. I have bought mules, 


and am accompanied by three ceſolute» Galiciane, 


for my orders at the village of Rodillas, Les us 


therefore, added he, take the advantage of: Don 
Ambroſio's abſence: I will order the coach to 
come to the caſtle gate, and we will ſet out im- 
dillas, and returned in a ſhort time with his 
of my women, who, not knowing what to think 


1 
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mediately I conſented; Don Alvar flew to Ro- 
three attendants, to carry me off from the midit 


of this events ran all away in the utmoſt con- 8g 
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| Derhation : Ines alone was privy to it; bot me 
_ refuſed to attach her ſo tune to mine, becauſe ihe 


Was in love. with one- of Don nne valet. 8 


9 chanibres. 847 $3 B38 $406 31.1859 0 
I got into the coach with Don Alvary king 
eee with me but my own cloaths and ſome 


i wels which I had before my ſecond marriage; 
for I would take nothing that belonged to the 


Marquis We took the road to the kingdom of 
Galisia, without knowing /whether we ſhov'd be 
fo happy as to arrive there, having reaſon to fear 
that Don Ambroſio at his return would purſue 
with a great number of people, and overtake us. 
Nevertheleſs, we continued our journey two days 
together without any oppoſition; we were in 
dopes that the third would paſs in the ſame man · 
ner, and were di ſcourſing very agreeably of this 
adventure, and of What happened to Don Alvar 
in his abſence: bow after he had been a flave 


five years, he had recovered his liberty, and u hat 


it wn that .occaſioned the repott of his death, 
when yeſterday, on the road to Leon, we met 
. thoſe thieves who weie with you. kle is the 


perſon whom they killed, A e enen 
n ſor whomI weep, 10 yin: wo) 
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Hs s what 6: + difegrecabe ee, Gil 8 Th” Fo. 
| nn were eee Wreck 


| "HEN- Cid Mencia had Goiſhed hk 
- | ſtory, the ſhed a torrent'of tears, while 

1 allo wept at the ſad relation. It is very natu= 
ral to be interclted fora per ſon in diſtreſs, par-, 
ticularly @ lady. IL was about to enquire! What 


ſhe intended to do in this coijj uncture, and pro- 


bably ſhe alſo intended to conſult me on the 
ſame head, when a prodigious noiſe in the inn 


interrupted us, and drew our attention 2 the rea- 
ſon of this noiſe was the arrival of the corregi- 
dor, attended by two alguazils, and a guard 


who came into the room where we were, with 
out any ceremony. A gentleman who was un 
them eame up to me, and obſe-ving my dreis 
attentively, exclaimed, By dt. Jago! this is on 
of the thieves who! conceal themſelves: in this: 
country; he has my coat on; he has my borſe 
alſo" apprebend him. 75. 35 ond n 


This convetſation made me underſtand this 


was the perſon who had been rbbbed, and I un- 
luckily in poſſeſſion of his ſpoils I Was amas- 
ed and con founded; and my ſurpriſe made the 
corregidor imagine that I was the guilty per ſon, 
and that it was e-. might be an ac 


rate eiae. This judge: was not a lern oney 
whote looks affright a criminal to death ; he was 
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all tenderneſs : God knows whether he was the 


better for that. As ſoon as I was committed, 
he came to the priſon, attended by his officers, 


who, according to cuſtom, plundered me. Þ. 


dare ſay I was the beſt booty they ever had; 
every time they put their hands into my pock- 
ets, the piſtoles they brought out made their 


eyes ſparkle with joy. The corregidor: was quite 


tranſported, and mildly ſaid, Do not be afraid; 
if your are innocent, no harm will happen to you, 
we only do our duty. With all their meekneſs, 
they eniptied my pockets, and even took from 


me the forty ducats my uncle had given me; 


they ſtripped me to the very ſkin, to ſee if I had 


no money concealed about me. When they had 
thus dexterouſly done their duty, as they expreſ- 


fed it, I was examined by the corregidor, whom 
1 ingenuouſly told all that had happened to 
me: he ordered my examination to be taken 
in writing, and then took himfelf away, with: 
bis attendants and my money, leaving me in 
| the priſon quite naked among ſtraw. _- 


When I found myſelf alone in this ſituati- | 


on, I exclaimed, O what is life! how many: 


diſappointments do we meet with! mine has 


been a continued courſe of misfortunes, ſince 


J left Oviedo: I no ſooner have eſcaped one 


danger, but another befalls me. When I came 
into this city, I little expected to be ſo well 

acquainted with the 'corregidor. While I was: 
_ refieQing in this manner, I put on the fatal 
coat which my evil genius lent me, and deter- 
mined to take courage. I ſaid to n Come, 


f 


Ha | Si! 
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Gil Blas, ſhew thy . and fortitude ; wilt 


thou deſpair in a priſon, who haſt had ſo ſevete 
a trial among thieves in a dark confinement? 


but alas ! what reaſon have I to comfort myſelf, 
fince they have deprived me of the means of ma- 
king wy eſcape ? they have taken my money, 
and a priſoner without e 8 a bird nh 
its wings cut. 

In place of the . I hind — they 
| brought me ſome dry bread, and a mug of water, 
and left me to my own reflections. 1 did not ſee 
a human face for fifteen days except the jailor's, 
who gave me my ſpare diet every day. I would 
gladly have had a little converſation with bim, 


but he avoided it; nay, ſometimes would not 


condeſcend to look at me. The corregidor.came 
in on the ſixteenth day, and ſaid, Young man, 
J bring thee agreeable news, thou mayeſt now 
rejoice; 1 have ordered the lady who was wit 
thee, to be ſent to Burgos; before ſhe*Went, 
had her:examined, and her anſwers have acquit- 
ted thee: thou ſhalt be ſet at liberty this day, 
provided the muleteer, who, as thou ſapeſt, 


brought thee from Penafler to Cacabelos, confirms 


what thou ſayeit; I will ſend for him from AG 
torga, where he now is, and if he agrees with 


thee in the affair of the torture, I will immedi» | 


ately diſc barge thee. 


It gave me greit. pleaſure to hear bim talk i in 


this manner, expecting my im priſonment was 
now at an end; I returned him thanks tor his 
juſt and ſpeedy deciſion, and had not quite finiſh- 


ed my thanks, when the cartier came in, attend- 


| Lad 
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ed by two ſoldiers. 1 l 
but the villain having diſpoſed of my portman- 
teau, and all it contained, and being afraid of 
| having to make ſatisfaction, if he confeſſed that 
be knew me, with amazing affurance declared, 
| that he never ſaw me before. Iexclaimed, Ah 
- traitor, rather own that thou haſt ſold my effects, 
and tell the truth; look at me again, and recol- 
lect tbat I am the young man that you threaten- 


ed with the torture at Cacabelos, and put into 


ſuch a terror. Ihe muleteer anſwered calms» 


ly, that I was mentioning an affair which he was 


quite ignorant of, and as he ftill perſiſted in de- 


nying the fact, my impriſonment was continued 


till further enquiry was made; fo I was oblige 


ed to conſole myſelf again, and be contented 


with bread and water, and the fight of my old 
viſitor the jailor, It was a wretched thing to 
be there without having committed any crime: 
1 wiſhed 1 had rather remained in the cavern : 


it was leſs difagreeable than in the priſon, ſor in 
the cavern I was more at eaſe, and lived well 
with the tobbers; we were merry, and I was in 


hopes of making my efcape eve day; inſtead 


of that, though I am now innocent, my beſt. 
deliverance from bene my 1 to be ſent to the | 


ben. 
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By what trcident, Gil Blas. WAS Uelivered _ on 
a Priſon. and hers: . e rife" 


BIL E I b my A ue 
theſe melancholy reflections, my ad- 
vente e were publickly known all over the 
town; -curiofity brought many people to ſee me, 


through a little window, which enlightened my 


priſon, and after having looked at me, went a- 
way again. This ſurpriſed me, as it was not 


-uſual for me to ſee any body; from this I began 
to imagine that my ſtory made ſome noiſe in 
town, but did not c whether to Pear it a 


you OT bad ſign. k-? 3 ei 42 


tl 


One of the ente . e ö 1 ne 
to be the little ballad-finger of Mondonedo, h 


bad been equally with me afraid of the rack, and 


fled to avoid it; ve immediately knew each o- 


ther, and fell into a diſcourſe; I told him all 


my adventures, and he entertained me with what 


had peſſed at the inn at Cacabelos between the 
carrier aud the nes married wife, after we had 


been driven away in a fright; in ſhort, he told 


me every thing 1 have celated, and at parting 
_ promited that he would immediately ſet about 
getting my deliverance. Then every perſon who 
came to my little window after. the ballad finger, 
promiſed to join him, being affected with my 


misfortunes; they (aid 55 a endeavour to 


ſet me at liberty. 
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1 Accordingly they kept their promiſe, and 
ſpoke to the corregidor in my behalf. After he 


| heard the ballad-finger tell him all the affair, he 
no longer doubted my innocence z he came in 


three weeks to my priſon, and ſaid, Gil Blas, I 


will no longer keep thee in pain, thou mayeſt 


go where thou pleaſeſt; but tell me, if we were 
to ſend ſome people with thee to the wood where 
the ſubterranean retreat is, couldſt thou find it 
out? 1 replied, that I could not poſſibly diſcos 


"ver FER ſpot, as I went in the night, and came 
out before it was light. Then the corregidor 
left me, ſaying, he would order the priſon» 


doors to be opened for me to go. - Soon after 
the jailor and his turnkey came, and took off 
the cloaths 1 had on, thinking them better than 


their own, put an old footman's frock on me and 


turned me out. My ſhame at the dreſs I was 
in leſſened the joy which priſoners Rey have 
when ſet at liberty. SO A 

I had a great inclination to leave thaw! town dis 
rectly, to avoid being locked at, which I could 
not bear; but I could not be ſo: ungrateful as to 
go without taking leave of the ballad-ſinger, and 
giving bim thauks for bis favours, When be 


ſaw me, he could not refrain from ſmiling at the 
appearance I made. Tou have fared very poor- 


ly, ſaid be, in the hands of juſtice. I do not re- 
fle againſt Juſtice, I replied, the is equitable; 
I only wiſh her officers were alſo juſt: they cer» 


tainly ſhould have left me my cloaths, I think 


my money was ſufficient. I would have thought 


15 too, e the quizilier, but they tell you 


cheſe : 
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theſe Mag ol be As; and bow do they do 
this duty of theirs ? do you imagine that your 
horſe is thaw: back to the perſon to whom it be» 
longed ? ? I affere-you he is not, he is at preſent | 
in the town clerk's ſtable; and I dare ſay the poor 


man will not get ſo much as the crupper again. 


Bur we have ſaid enough of this; tell me what 
you are going to do. I intend to go to Burgos, 
anſwered I, and ſee if I can find the lady whom 
I delivered from the robbers, perhaps ſhe will 
give me a little money to buy a new cafſock,. and 
then I ſhall go to Salamanca, where I will en- 
deavour to make ſomething of my Latin: my 
greateit concern is, that I am at a diflance from 
Burgos, and have nothing to ſupport me on the 
: road. I underftand you, {aid my friend, my purſe 
is very low, but it is at your ſervice as it is; and 
he genteelly gave it to me. I was as thankful 
as if he had given me a conſiderabſe ſum, and 
promiſed him, if ever I had it in my power, L 
would do him a ſervice, and ſo took leave of. him. 
1 did not go to ſee any other perſon Who bad 
aſſiſted me, 1 only returned) them thanks: in my 
own mind, - ö 

1 found my friend's purſe low, but bappily- 1 
bad been accuitomed to a very frugal diet for 
the laſt two months, elſe I could not have made 
it ſerve me; 1 huſbanded it ſo well, that when 
I came to Ponte de Mula, which is but a ſmall. 


diſtance from Burgos, I had ſome reals left. 
Here I ſtopped to make ſome enquiry after Don- 


na Mencia, and going to an inn, 4 was accotted © 


* the a wg "Y diſagreeable infoleat woman. 
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1 ſoon diſcovered that ſhe was not fond: of my 
appearance ; 1 paid no attention to her, but call - 
ed for ſome bread and cheeſe. They alſo brought 
me ſome very bad wine. I was defirous to con- 
verſe with my landlady: while I was eating, I 
erquired of her, if ſhe knew the Marquis of 
Guardia; if his ſeat was near; and what ſhe 
knew of the Marchioneſs his lady? She ſaid 
with a ſcornful air, that I was very inqui- 
fitive, and told me in ja rude manner, that 


Don A mbrcſio's houſe. was wok A nen from 


Ponte Mula. 

When 1 bad ſupped as well as 1 could afford, 
it grew late, and I deſired tb de ſhewn to my 
chamber. . You a chamber | ſaid the Jandlady 


ſcornſully: 1 bare none for people who ſup on 


bread and cheeſe. My beds are all taken ups 
T.expect people of conſequence | to ſup here to- 
night: you may fleep in the barn, if you chuſez 


]-jujpoſe it is not the firſt time. What ſhe ſaid 


was very true. I made no reply, but calmly wem 
to the barn, where ſlept as ſound.as.a perſon 
who is heartily fatigued. 
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125 1 0 Nece tien given by Donna Mencia to Gil Blas 
at Surg. 


T WAS not late of riſing next morning, but 
went to pay my hoſteſs her bill; and the 
fremes more complaiſant than ſhe was the night 
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Before. This alteration in her behaviour Iaf- 
cribed tothe company of three ſoldiers who be- 
longed to the holy brotherhood ; they had been 
at the inn all night, and ſeemed to converſe. ver 
familiarly with her: and thele were undoubted- i 
ly the people of conſequence for whom the beds 
were beſpoke. When I came into the village, I 
enquired the way to Don Ambroſio's caſtle. 1 
accidentally met with ſuch a man as my landlord 
at Penafler, who did not only inform me of the +... 
road to the caftle, but alſo told me, that Don 
F Ambroſio died three weeks ſince, and that his 
wife the Marchioneſs had retired into a convent 
| gat Burgos; fo inſtead of taking the way to the 
caſtle as I intended, I went with all the expedi- 
tion I could to the conyent where Donna Men- 
cia lived, I deſired the door-keeper to inform 
| ber that a young man juſt come from the priſon 
az of Aſtorga deſired to ſee her. She was imme⸗ 
= diately informed, and the door - keeper returning, 
ſhewed me into a reom, where I did net wait 
long before Don Ambroſio's widow made het 
appearance at the grate, in deep mourning, un 
are welcome, ſaid the lady, it is but four days | 
fince I wrote to Aitorga to a perſon there, to de» 
fire you to come here as ſoon as you were at li- 
q berty. I made no doubt but you would ſoon be 
3 releaſed, as I ſaid all I could in your behalf to 
] the corregidor. | received for anſwers that you 1 
were out of priſon, but they did not know where 
„you were gone. I was afraid I ſhould not have 5 
the pleaſure of ſeeing you, to expreſs. my grati- es 
tude. Do not be aſhamed, laid the, obſerving 
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I was out of countenance at making ſo mean an 


appearance, you need not be uneaſy on account 
of that wretched dreſs. I ſhould be the moſt 


% 
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hl 


unprateful perſon in the world, if I did not do 
Fomething for you, after being ſo much obliged 
Ao you, I will deliver you from the miſcrable 
Nate you are in: I am now in a ſituation ca- 
pable of doing it, weithant any inconveniency to 
myſelf. 5 

You know, added fh , my hiſtory till the time 
of our impiiſonment, de J will now inform you 


of what has happened to me fince that time, 
- When I was conducted by the corregidor's peo - 


ple to Burgos from Aſtorga, and after I had gi- 
ven a faithful account of my life, I went to Don 


"Ambrcſio's caſtle. My return amazed them 


greatly; I was informed that I came too late, 
for the Marquis, afflicted at my fright, bad fall- 


en fick, and his life was defpaired of by his phy- 


#icians. This was a freſh cauſe for me to com- 
plain of my hard fortune; however, I deſired 
that notice might be given al « my arrival, which 
they did; then Iwent to his bed-ſide with tears 


in my eyes, and my heart oppreſſed with grief: 


as ſoon as he perceived me, he exclaimed, What 
has brought you here? ls it not enough that 
you are the cauſe of my death, but you muſt al- 


ſo be witneſs of it? I replicd, No, my Lord, 
Ines ſhould have told you, that I went with my 


fir(t huſband, and you would never have ſeen 


me again, had not a dreadful accident happened 
to us. I acquainted him that Eon Alvar had 
* en by the W and 1 aſterwards was 


taken 
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taken to a habitation under ground. I informed 
him of all that had happened to me there, and | 
fince that time. When I was done ſpeaking, _ 
Don 43 mbrofio. put out his band, and ſaid, with © 
the greateſt tenderneſs, It is enough, I ſhall. 


| complain no more: I cannot blame you for go- 


ing with huſband whom you loved tenderly. :: 
E would not allow you to be purſued; I reflects 
ed on the iac:et rights. of your ravither, and al- 
fo your inclinations for him. In ſhort, L did 
you Juitice, and you have recalled my affections 


by your return. Indeed, my dear Mencia, your 


preſenee gives me great pleaſure, but it will not 
be laſting ; Þ find. my laſt moments approaching: 
you are fcarcely tetured ro my arms, but FE muſt 


| bid you an everlaſting fatewel. Theſe affecting 


expreſſions made my tears low abundantly, and 


my affliction was inexpreflible. I even: wept a» 


loud; and I do not know whether the death of 
my; adored Don Alvar gave me greater concern. 
Don Ambrofio's prefage of his death was not a 
falſe one, for he expired the next day, and left 
me miſtreſs of the large eſtate he ſettled upon 
me at marriage, which I ſhall not make a bad 
uſe of: and though I am but a young woman, 
the world ſhall not ſee me in the poſſeſſion of a 


third hufband. Nor do I think it would be de- 
hcate to marry thrice. I have taken à reſolu» 


tion to finith my days in a convent, and been 


a benefactreſs thang; * 


. When Donna. Mencia had finiſhed ute co IP 7: | 


| verſation, ſhe pulled out a purſe, and gave it to Ny 15 oy bn | 


me, telling me, that it contained a hundred 
D 3 + ducatty 
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IB: 3 cencats, which ſhe gave me to purchaſe cloaths, 
sand after I had done ſo. to come and ſee her a- 
gain, as that would not be the whole of her 
EH gratituce. I returned the lady a thouſand thanks, 
1 and declared J would not leave Burgos without 
Hl | ſeeing her. Atter this promiſe, which I had 
30 no intention to break, 1 went in fearch of an 
' inn, and entered the firſt I came to. I aſked 
for a room, and to prevent the landlord from 
having a bad opinion of me from the appearance 
I made, I told him I could very well afford to 
pay for my lodging. Upon which Majuelo, 
.which was my landlord's name, viewed me at- 
tentirely, and being a wag, replied, that he 
had no need of this eflurance, to know that [ 
would ſpend genteelly in his houſe; that he- 
ſaw ſomething noble in me, notwithſtanding 
my diſadvantageous dreis, and made no doubt 
ct ny being a gentleman of fortune. I faw the 
rogue rallied me, and to put an end to his jeſt · 
ing, F thewed him my purſe,” and laid my 
hundred ducats on the table. I perceived that 
the ſigbt of it gave. him à more favourable os 
| Pinion of me. I defired he would recommend 
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who could ſerve me*with all forts of cloaths in- 
ſtantly. I approved of his advice, and deter- 
mined to follow it; but as it grew late, I de- 
ferred it till next morning, and ordered ſupper 
immediately, to make up for the bad living I 
bad 188 had ſince I leit the cavern. 5 


a tailor to me; he aiviſed me to have a broker, 
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CHAP, xv. 8 


of of Gi Blas's Dreſs. An Account: * a | fecond 
Preſent. from the Lady, and in 1-what Equipage, 
he left Burgas. © 

13 H E waiters brought me in a good fri⸗ 


caſſee of ſheeps tratters to my ſupper, 
which I immediatly devoured, and having drank: 


A | plentifully, FE went to bed, where Jexpected a 
ſound repoſe, as I bad a good bed, but really. 
could not cloſe, my eyes, having my thoughts ſo 


much taken up-with the dreſs I: was to chuſe. LI 


did not know what to determine upon; ſome» 


f 


times I. was for following wy firſt intention of 


purchaſing a caſſock, and going to Salamanca, 


and of taking orders; but the world prevailed. 
at laſt; and 1. determined. to make my fortune 
in it ; for which purpoſe I put on my a 
and dreſſed myſelf like a gentleman. | 
_ Having made this reſolution, I W im- 
patiently for the morning, I aroſe as ſoon as it 
was light, and made ſuch a noife, that I awaked: 
all about me; I called up the waiters, who curſ- 
ed me for it; they: however were obliged; to 
get up, and L.infifted upon their bringing me a 
broker, which was immediately done; he was 
attended by. two of his apprentices, each of 
whom carried a green bag. The broker accoſt= 


ed me very civilly, ing. Signior, you Were T 


very Jucky in applying.to me ; not that I would 
- undervalue my brethren in trade, or hurt their 
_Tepuration in the leaſt, but, quietly, there is 
none of them have any conſcience they are like 


128 5 Jews: 
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truth; I -ordered the bundles to be opened, and 


\ ; 


Jews: : I am the only honeſt broker. I am 8 
_ tisfied with a reaſonable profit. 
the pound is all I deſire: thank God, I lore to 
deal honeſtly with every body. : 


Alter all this diſcourſe, which 1 _ for 


was ſhewn ſuits of different colours, and ſome 
plain ones; but I rejected the latter with dif- 
dain, thinking them too mean. I was at laſt 
prevailed on to try a ſvit which appeared to fit 
me, though ir had been wore a little, but it 
took my fancy; it was a doublet, with a cloak 
and pair of breeches, all of blue velvet, em- 
broidered with gold. This took my fancy, which 
the broker obſerved, and commended my choice. 
I enquired the price of it. The broker cried, 
Upon my honour, you underſtand theſe things; 
Jaffure youtbis ſuit was made for one of the great 
eſt lords of this kingdom, who did not wear it 
above three times. View the velvet, nothing 
can be finer, and the embroidery is delightfully 
done. What is the price? ſaid I, He anſwers 
ed, ſixty ducats: as I am an honeſt man, I 
have refuſed that ſum I told him I would 
give him forty five, which 1 looked upon at 
double the value. Signior, replied the broker 
with an air of indifference, I never aſk too much, 
Iam always at a word. Obſerve fome of theſe 
ſuits, pointing to thoſe which I had objected, 
1 will ſell them to you conſiderably cheaper. 
Ibis was only to make me more defirous' to 
have the one I had choſen, and it had the de- 
fired effect, tor I immediatly told bim down 6x- 
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ty dueats. And 1 believe, in ſpite of his pre- 
ctended honeſty, he wiſhed he had aſked more, 
When be found Þ was ſo eafily brought to pay 
this ;/ however, he was pretty well ſatisfied with. 
his profits, and took his leave with his apprent 
rices, whom 1 have not yet forgotten. 
As | had now got 2 genteel ſuit of c oaths, I 
= - fpent the remaind-r of the morning in providing 
4 other necefliries; I purchaſed linen, ſtockings, 
3 ſhoes, hat, and ſword ; and after having dreff:4 
p myſelf, I was infinitely pleaſed ; I was never tired 
of admiring- myſelf; in ſhort, no peacock. ever 
took more pleaſure in admiring his feathers. I. 
| went the fame day to Vonna Mencia, to pay her 
| 1 | 2 ſecond' viſit, who received me as graciouſly as 
before, and again returned me thanks for the 
ſervice Fhad done her, and many compliments 
paſſed on both fide: 3! after which; ſhe gave me 
a ring, which was worth about thirty piſtoles, de- 
firing me to keep it tor her ſake. She then with» 
ed me all happineſs, and withdrew, TFhis-. pre- 
ſent rather dit«ppointed me, as | expected ſome- 
thing more contiderable.; I returned to my lod» 
ging very thoughttul, and juſt as I entered my” * 
lodging, a man following me, opened his cloak, 
and diſcovered a la:ge bag, that appeared like a 
bag of money, which I devoured with my eyes, 
as hkewiie did ail preſent. I thought the man 
was an angel, when he ſaid, Signior Gil Blas, | 
here 18 a preſear the lady Marchioneſs has ſent. 
vou, at the ſame time laying the bag upon the 
table: | mate ſeveral profound bows to the bear- 
* whoa I.conlounded with my crvilities z and 
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a thouſand ducats. 
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as ſoon as he left my lodging, I flew at the bag 

of money like a hawk upon his prey, carried it 
to my room, opened it, and found it contained 
Jaſt as I had done count» 
Ning them my landlord, who heard what the 


meſſenger ſaid to me, came in to ſee what 


ed, 


you mull know very well how 10 pleaſe the wo- 

men; you have been only twenty- four hours in 
Burgos, and already have marchioneſſes under 
contributions. 


/ was in the bag. Amazed at ſeeing ſo much 
money upon the table, Zounds ! 
what a large ſu 


| he exclaim- 


of money is here! 


. 


I was not diſpleaſed with this converfation ; 


ladies. 


I had an inclination to leave Majuelo in his with 
take, which gave me a ſecret pleaſure. 
Turprited that young men like to be thought in 
the gocd graces of the . 


I am not 


But my inno- 


cence was greater than my vanity; I informed 


my landlord oi the truth, 
with the ſtory of Donna Mencia, to which be 
gave gieat attention. 
pre ſent firuation, as he appeared to be my friend. 


and acquainted him 


| aſked his advice in my 


Having conſidered a while, he replied, Signior 
Gil las, I bave a reſpect for you, and as you 
put fo much confidence in me as to conſult me 
in your affair, I will tell you fincerely what ! 


think will be mytt tor your intereſt. 
by nature intended fur the Court: I would have 
you lepair thither, and get into the ſervice of 


You ſeem 


tome great lord, and gain bis confidence either 
in bis intereſts or picatures, | 


this, you lole your time. 


If you do not do 
1 know people of 
0 


* 
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quality very well; they pay no reſpect to the 


zeal and attachment of an honeſt man; they on- 


ly eſteem ſuch as are uſeful to them. You have 


| likewife another reſource : you are young and 


handſome, which, though you had no wit, is 


ſufficient to gain ſome rich widow, or handſome 


young woman, who is unhappily married. Though ; 
love often ruins men of fortune, it makes thoſe 


who have none. 1 would therefore adviſe you 


to go to Madrid; but by all means have attends 
ants: for people are looked upon according to 
the appearanace they make. I will recommend 
a faithful domeliic to you, who is one of my 
own breeding. Purchaſe two mules, one for 
yourſelf and another for bim, and depart with all 
expedition. His advice was very agreeable to 


my own taſte; and I therefore next day purchaſ- 


ed a couple of handſome mules, and hired the 
domeſtie he had recommended: he was a man of 


about thirty years of age, and appeared a plain 


honelt fellow. He told me he was a native of 
Galicia, and his name Ambroſio de Lamela . he 
did not appeat covetous, he made no difputes a- 
bout his wages, but would take Whatever 1 
thought proper. Having provided a portman- 
teau, and boots, I paid off ny landlord, and ſet 
out from Burgos to Madrid verge early. next: 
morning. 
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Er Shewing that we ought not to think aer 200 


Heute, Proſperity. r 


HE firſt night. we flept at 3 
the ſecond day about tour o'clock arrived 


— at Valladolid. We went to an inn which ap- 


peared to be the beſt in the town, U left the 
care of my mulcs to my valct, and retired to my 
chamber, ordering one of the ſervants to bring 
up my portmanteau, Finding myielf fatigued, 
I threw. myfelf upon the bed, and fell allcep in- 
fenfibly with my boots on: it was neat midnight 
betore I awoke, when I called tor Ambrofto, who 
1 found was gone out; but he ſoon returned. 
I called bim to an account where he had been, 
and he replicd, with a pious. countenance, at 
church, to return thanks to God for having. 
preſcrved us from all bad accidents on our jours - 
ney. I approved of what he had done, and de- 
fired him to order a tow] to be made Ons. Rs 
my ſupper. x | | 
While I was . my WT REED came in 
with a taper in his hand, lightiuzg a lady, who 
appeared to be more handſome than young ; be 
was elegautly drefſ:d, and her train was, born by 
a black boy. She made me a low. courteſy, and 
enquired, as if by chance, whether | was not 
Gil Blas of Santillane? to which I had no ſoon- 
er replied, yes, than ſhe Jefi hei attendant, and 
| Wife. embraced. 8 which ſurpriſed me a 
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good deal. Heaven, cried ſhe, what a happy 
meeting! you ate the perſon E was in ſearch fi 
This reminded me of the paraſite of Penafler, and 


was ready to think ſhe was fuch another petſon 3 F 


1 J was ſoon induced to think mare favouras 
bly of her, when ſhe ſaid, lan couſin: ger ma 


to Donna Mencia of Mo'quera, who has been? 0 772 


much obliged to you; I had s letter from het 


this morning, whetein the mentioned your go- . 


ing to Madrid, and begged 1 would treat 
genteelly if you paſſed tbis way. I have been 
engaged theſe two hours in running up and 


don the city, making enqui:y from inn to inn 


concerning all ſtrangers that arrived, and when 
the landlord here deſcribed. you, I ſuppoſed you 
were the perfon Who had delivered my coulins 
Now when L have met with you. I will let you fee 


how tenfble I am of the ſetvices you have done - 


my family, particularly my dear-coufin, ' U beg 
you will go to my. houſe i nmediately ;| you may 
be more conveniently. lo.igeq4 there «than at an 
inn. I would Yladly have 'excuſed myſelf by 


repreſenting to the lady that it would be incom- 


moding her family; but in ſhort, ſhe would take 
no excule A coach. waited" at the door; the 
was fo obliging as to ſee my portmanteau taken 
cate of herſelf, as ſhe faid there were many vil⸗ 
lain in Valladolid; which I found too trac.” bn 
ſhurr, I went” with her and her valet into the 
coach, whict mortified my landlord, he being 
dilappointed of the money he ow ru 1 would 

be” in his houſe. 
e coach WR ous ehrough bree Regan 
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topped at a pretty large houſe. We were fhewn 
into a genteel room, illuminated with thirty wax 
candles, Several ſervants were waiting, of whom 
the lady enquired, whether Don Raphael was 
yet arrived? they anſwered, No: She then told 
me ſhe expected her brother from the villa they- 
bad near-the-town that evening, who would be 
agreeably ſurpriſed to find at his houſe a man 
who had done fo much for the family, While 
ſhe was ſaying this, we (heard a_nviſe below, 
which we found was occaſioned by the arrival of 


Von Raphael, who ſoon made his appearance. 


He was a genteel young man, of a polite ad- 
dreſs. Brother, ſaid the lady, I am glad you are 

come; you will help me- to. entertain Signior: | 
Gil Blas of Santillane, to whom we cannot be 


too pratetul for his ſervices to our relation Don- 


na Mencia There, ſaid the, giving him a lets: 


FT ter, you may read what ſhe has written me. Don 
Raphael read aloud as follows. Gans 


DraR CAMILL A, 

IGNIOR Gil slas, who 1 my ute and 
8 honour, has ſet out for court, and will un- 
doubtedly paſs through Valladolid: I intieat you, 
by our relalionthip, as well as friendthip, to ſhew | 
him all imaginable civilities, and keep him ſome 
time at your houie, At Burgos. 

Ni Your atfeQuonate couſin, 
Donna MRNCIA. 


How ! ee ede Don Raphael, when he had. 


done eradiog the letter, and is this the per ſoſ to | 
| whom 


8 1 AA x 


whom my coulin is indebted for her life and ho- 
nour ? Heaven be praiſed for this happy meeting. 


Saying this, he advanced, and claſping me in his 
arms, What pleaſure it gives me to embrace 8ig- 


nior Gil Blas of Santillane ! My coufin the Mar- 
chioneſs did not need to lay.ſuch injunctions up- 
on us: ſhe needed only to hint that you were to 
paſs this way; my-filter and I know our duty 
very well, and would behave genteelly to a per- 
ſon who has done ſo much ſervice to the tamily. 
I made the beſt reply 1 could to theſe compli» 


ments paid to me, which were foilowed by more 


of the ſame nature, intermized with a hundred 
careſſes. After which they called a fervant to 
take ot my boots, obſerving I had them on ſtill. 

We retired into another room, where the cloth 


was laid for ſupper, to which we all fat down, 


and their converſation and behaviour was as oblis 
ging and aitentive as be ore. I never ſpoke but 
they complimented me upon what 1 'ſaid, and 
were very aſhduvus in helping me out of every 


diſh at table. Don Raphael. frequently drank . 


Donna Mencia's health, I did the ſame, and T 


perceived that Camilla gave me ſome fignificant 


looks ſometimes; | likewiſe obſerved: that the 
took opportunities of doing it when her brother 
would not perccive her. {his was ſufficient to 


make me imagine that I had captivated the 1 5 


and I flattered myſelf that it might be for my ad- 
vantage, while I ſtayed at Valladolid. Theſe 
hopes made me readily comply with making my 
ſtay there longer. They returned me thanks 
for my cmi e and the * which 

„„ | Cannons 
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Camilla ſhewe# on the occaſion, made me 
i Ee ee" the faw E amiable in 


Don Kaphaet eln that T had ee to 
ſtay ſome time with him, propoſed to take me to 
his cattle, te gave me a magnificent e 
tion of it, and ſpoke of the pleaſures he pretend- 
ed we ſhould find there, domctimes, ſays he, 
we go a hunting, er M ß bſhing; and if you 
are tond of walking, we have fine woods and de- 
tightiut gardens; befides, we ſhall have good : 
company; 1 hope you will not be wearied there. 
I accepted of his propoſal, and it was reſolved 
that we ſhould go the very next day to this de- 
ligheful caſtle of his. We roſe from table after 
having formed ſo agreeable a defign, and Don 
Raphael appeared tranſported with joy, and em- 
bracing we, ſaid, Signior Gil Blas, J leave you: 
with my biter; I am going this inſtant to give 
the neceffary orders, and invite thoſe people 
whom | defign ſhall be of the party. At theſe 
words he went out of the room, and 1 continu- 
ed in converſation with his 6iter, who did not 
conttadiet by her diſcou fe the ſweer glances the 
had thrown on me; ſhe took me by the band, 
and looking at my ting, ſaid, You have a pretty 
diamond enough, but it is a ſmall one: are you. 
acquainted with ſtones? 1 anſwered No: I am 
| foriy for it, ſays ſhe, for you might have told me 
what this is worth. At theſe words ſhe ler me 
ſec a large ruby whici ſhe had on her finger, and 
uin | was viewing it, added, Ine of my un- 
| __" 6 had was 3 ot the Philippine iflands, 

e belonging 


conqueſt for me. 


| Belonging to the Spai 


replies the, ſince you like it. Immediately-dhe 
took off my ring, and put her own on my little 
finger! After this exchange, which 1 thoughts 


a very gallant way ef making a preſent, the 


ſqueezed my hand; and looked tenderly on me,; 
then all on a ſudden abruptly ſtarted. from me; 


wiſning me good night, and retired quite con- 


fuſed; as if he had been aſhamed of — 
her ſentiments to me. 


Althougb I was a novice in l P pars 


- caleadinnng her going away in ſush a hurry was 
in my favour; and thought that I would ſpend 


my time very agreeably in the country. Fult 
ef this flattering fauey, and the brilliant condi» 


tion of my affairs, I locked myſelf in the cham» - 
ben where I was to lie, after having told my 


fervant to come and awake me early in the mor- 


ning. In place of going to reſt, I abandoned 


myſelf to the agreeable reflections - which my 
portmanteay, that lay on the table, and my ruby 


_ inſpired. Thank heaven, ſaid I to myſelf, if F 
have been uutortunate, I am not fo now. K 


thouſand ducats on one fide, on the other 4 
ring worth three hundred piſtoles ; theſe will 
latt me a good while, Majuelo, I fee, has not 
flattered me; I ſhall inflame a thouſand ladies 
at Madrid, fince Camilla has been ſo eaſy 2 
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diards, gave me this ruby. 
The jewellers of Valladolid value it at three 
„ hundred piſtoles, I believe it, ſays I think w 

is a very five- one. I will exchange with ou 


That generous lady's favours 
prelented themſelves co my imagination with 
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all their charms, and I taſted before hand the 
diverſions which Don Raphael had prepared for 
us at his caſtle. Nevertheleſs, amongſt ſo ma- 


ny pleaſing images, ſleep at laſt overtook. me, 


and the day was pretty well ſpent when I awoke... 

I was ſurpriſed at not feeing. my ſervant ap- 
pear, after the orders he received. from me.. 
A mbroſe,. ſays I to myſelf, my faithful Am- 


broſe is either at church, or very lazy to-day, ' 
But this good opinion of him did not conti» 


nue long; I ſoon conceived one much worſe. 
for getting up, and not ſeeing my. portmanteau,. 
I ſuſpected. him of having zobbed me in the: 
night. To clear up my. ſuſpicion, I opened 


my chamber door, and called the hypocrite ſes - 


veral times. Upon which an old man bearing 


me, came and ſaid, What do you want, Signior ?- 


All your people went from my houſe before, 
day. How |! From your houſe, ſays I; am not- 
L in Don Raphael's houſe ? I do not know that 
there is ſuch a man, ſays he, you are in furniſh» 
ed lodgings, and I am the Jlandlo;d. Veſter- 
day evening, an hour before. you came here, the- 
lady who ſupped with you came and took this 


apartment for a great lord, who travelled incog. 


and ſhe even advanced the Nen for 

Fou, ; 
This was enough 1 I gueſſed the ah 

raters of Don Raphael and Camilla, and that 


my ſervant having_ made _ himſelf perfectly ac- 
quainted with my affairs, had fold me to. theſe: 


cheats. In place of imputinge:this ſad inci- 
ould not 


| er B LA. 


1b happened to me, it 1 had not been fo 
fooliſn as to bave diſcovered myſelt unneceſſa- 
rily to Majuelo, I gave innocent fortune all 
the blame, and curſed my ſtats a hundred times. 
The maſter of the houſe, ro whom: I related the 
adventure, which very likely he knew as well as 
I did, appeared ſenſible of my grief. He pitied 
me, and ſaid he was very ſorry that ſuch an affair, 
bad happened, in his houſe: but I believe, that: 
notwithſtanding his demonfirations, he was no 
leſs concerned in the trick than my landlord at: 


Burgos, to whom 1 aſcribed the nen ot ht in- 
vente , | 
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What, Gil Blas did after the Aar. of the ready 
| furniſoed LHR | 

1 TER 1 bad beurtüüy eee, my miſs 
fortu , I reflected, that in place oß yield- 
ing to forrow, I ſhould rather animate myſelf a- 
gainſt miſchance. I took heart, and ſaid to my 
ſelf, while I was drefling, It is well that the ra- 
cals have not carried off my cloaths, and ſome 
ducats which are yet in my purſe. I gave them 
eredit for this piece of diſcretion; they. bad = 
ven been generous enough to leave me my boots, BY 
which I gave to my landlord for one half of 
what they coſt me In ſhort, Ileſt the houſe, - 
without bidding adieu to any body, having no 

- _ occaſion: 
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. occaſion for any one to carry my baggage: The 


ſirſt thing I did, was to go and ſee if my mules 
were in the inn where b lctt them the preceed- 


ing day. P gueſſed that Ambroſe had not left 


them there, and I wiſhed to God that I had al- 
ways judged as tightly of him. Iwas informed that 
he had taken care to remove them that evenings 
Ther fore expecting that I would never ſec ei- 
ther them or.my portmanteau again, I walked in 
a melancholy manner in the ſtreets, thinking 
what I ſhould do. I was tempted to return to 
Burgos to have recourſe again to Donna Mencia; 
but conſidering that this would be abuſing this 
lady's goodneſs, and that I ſhauld paſs for a 
fool, I gave over that intention. I ſwore that 
I would be upon my guard againft women for 
the time to come, and would not truſt even the 
chaſte Suſannah. I frequently threw my eyes. 

upon the ring, and when F confidered that it was 
a preſent of Ca nilla's, I ighed and ſaid to myſelf, 
it certainly is no ruby, but I am acquainted with. 
people who deal in them. I do not think that 
it is neceſſary tor me to go to a N to be 
perſuaded that I am a fool. . 

However, I was willing to know the value of 
my ring, and thewed it to a lapidary, who rated 
it at three ducats. At this eſti mation though I 
was not amazed at it, I gave the governor of the 


| Philippine iſlinds niece to the devil. As I came 


out ot the lapidary's houſe, I met with a young 
man, who itopt to view me. I did not recollect 
him at firit, although I bad been well W 


with him formerly, How! Gil Blas, ſays- he 
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to me, do you feign to be ignorant who 1 am? 
Have two years altered ſo much the ſon of bar= 
ber Nunnez, that you know not who Iam? Do 
not you remember Fabricio, your countryman 


and ſchool- fellow, with whom you have ſo often 


diſputed at the houſe of Doctor Godinez, of uni- 
verſals and metapyſical degrees? 


Before: be had dete Tyeeking, 1 


bim, and with a deal of joy embraced him My 


dear friend, contiuued he, I am glad to fee thee: 
I cannot expreſs the Joy which 1 feel. But, 


continues be, with an air of ſurprize, How comes 


it that you are dreſſed like a prince? a'fine ſword, 


Glk llockings, an embroidered coat, and a velvet 


cloak ? + You muſt certainly have had great luck; 
Iwill hold a wager that ſome liberal old lady has 
given thee part of her fortune. Thou art de- 
ceived, ſays I, my affairs are not in ſo good a 

condition as thou thinkeſt. That ſham will not 
take, ſays he; you pretend to be difcreet. Mon- 
fieur Gil Blas, ſays he, tell me, if you pleaſe, 
where you got that fine ring which you have on 
your finger? TI got it from an arrant jade, 


dear Fabricio, who, inſtead of enriching me 
with her favour, has made me a ridiculous | 


dupe. 6 33683 148 1 


I uttered theſe laſt chords in lach a ſorrowfal | 
manner; that Fabricio plainly ſaw, that they had 
Put ſome trick on me, and urged me to inform 
him, why Lcomplained ſo of the fair fex With 


out any more to do, L ſatisfied his curiolityz bue 
the ſtory being long, and Þ not chufing te parte 


. 1 him ſe ſeon; we . into A a + 
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of liſe. 
waits patiently for a more lucky time 


| There 
we breakiaſted, and I related to him every thing 
which had happened to me ſince my departure 
from Oviedo, My adventures ſeemed odd e- 


nough to him, and after having teltified to me, 
that be very much ſympathized with me in my 


preſent ſad condition, he faid, My child, we 
muſt comfort ourſelves for all the misfortunes 

When a man of ſenſe is in trouble, he 
A man, 

as Cicero ſays, ſhould never ſuffer himſelf to be 
ſo much d<j-Eted, as to forget that he is a tan. 
For iny part, I am ef that chatacter, my mi, for- 

tunes have not oppicfſed me. I am always a» 
Bove misfortunes. For example, I loved a girl 
of family at Oviedo, who had a regard for me; 


J aſked her father's conſent, and he reſuſed me. 


On ſuch an occaſion, any other man would have 


died with grief; {admire the force of my geni- 


us) I run away with the dear creature. She was 
lively, blunt, and a cocquet, and of conſequence 


pleaſure always determined her to the detriment 
of duty. 


I travelled ſix months with her up and 
down the kingdom of Galicia, from whence, as 
I bad given her a talle for travelling, ſhe: would 
needs go to Portugal, and take a new compani- 
on with ber. Here was another ſubject of de- 


ſpairz but I did not yet fink under che weight 
of this new mistortunc, and, wiſer than Menelaus, 


inſtead of taking arms againſt the Paris who had 
ſtole my Helen, I was glad that he had taken a 


plagu« from me, which I wanted to be rid off. 


Allet chis, not caring to return again to the A. 
+ 1 a ä yo cure 
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Nurias, that I t live all diferſion with juf- 
tice, I proceeded to the kingdom of Leon, ſpend- 
Ang as I went, along the money I had left ef 
What 1 bad brought off with my pretty girl, for 
we had both of us a good deal when we left O- 
viedo. I had but a fingle ducat left, When 1 
errived .at Palencia, Which I was obliged to 
change for a pair of ſhoes : the remainder: of it 
could not laft long, My ſituation became very 
. perplexing,'I begun already to have a very ſcan- 
ty diet: there was no time to be loſt. I there» 
fore determined to go to ſervice, and hired my- 
elf with a -wholeſale linen-draper, whoſe fon 
was a great libertine. I found here an aſylum 
\ againſt hunger, and at the ſame time a great em- 
tbarraſſment. The father ordered me to be a 
ſpy upon his fon; the fon begged of me to help 
him to cheat his father. What ſhould 1 do? 
W hy truly'l-preferred. the ſon's deſire to the fa- 
ther's command, and this preference coſt me my 
leave. I entered afterwards into the ſervice of 
an old painter, who through friendſhip taught me 
his art, but in teaching me almoſt ſtarved me to 


death, which gave me a diſguſt againſt painting 


and Palencia. Aiter this-I came to Valladolid, 
and by great good luck, got into the family of 
one of the direCtors of the hoſpital, where I now 
live, and am very well pleaſed with my place. 
My "maſter, dignior Manuel Crdonnez, is 
a very. pious man; be walks always with his 
eyes fixed upon the ground, with a great roſary _ 
in his hand, It is taid that from his infancy, he 
4 has had nothing in Yorke: but relieving the poor, 
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-and has attached Miene to 3 with an un- 
wearied zeal. His cares alfo have not been 


without a reward; every thing that he does 
meets with ſucceſs. What a bleſſing it is, that by 
managing the poor s affairs, he has * him» 


Melf rich 


When Fabricio bad ended his diſcourſe, 1 


ſaid to him, I am very glad that thou art con- 


tent with thy lot; but bet w ixt us two, methinks 


von may play a more agreeable part in the 
world. 1 bou art wrong, Gil Blas, anſwered 
he, there is no ſituation more agreeable than 


mine to a man of my humour. To be a lacquey 
is troubleſome, I own, to ſome men, but a lad 
of ſpirit will find it full of pleaſures. A ſupe- 
Tior genius that goes to ſervice, never does his 


bufineſs to well as one of us merry fellows. 


We enter into a family to command, rather 8 


than to ſerve: we begin with ſtudying our ma» 
ſter well, ſuit ourſelves to his foibles, pain his 


confidence, and then lead him where we chuſe, 


I bave conducted myſeltf thus with my ſteward. 


I perceived immediately that he wanted to paſs 
for a ſaint; and teigned to be his dupe ; that colt | 
nothing. I did more, I copied after him, and 


acted the fame part before him, that he did be- 


fore others I deceived the deceiver, and be- 


came by degrees his lactotum. I hoped that I 
all be able ſome day or other under his auſpices, 


to acquite the care ct the poor alo I will per- 


beps make my fortune too, foi 1 find I have che 
fame itch tor riches as he has. 


My dear Fabricio, iays I, theſe are e five hopes, 
0: 
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and I compliment thee upon them: and PE my 
own part, I will return to my firlt intention. 1 
al going to turn my embroidered coat into x 
.caflock, repair to Salamanca, lift myfelf under 
the banner of the univerfity, and perform 
the office of a tutor. A pretty project! cries 
Fabricio; an agteeable fancy! wouldſt thou be 
ſo fooliſh at thy age as to turn pedant ? Silly 
man! Doſt thou know what thou art going to 
do? As ſoon as thou art placed there, all the 
college will obſerve thee, and all thy actions will 
be ſcrupulouſly examined : thou wilt be under”. 
* continual conſtraint, muſt act the part of a. hy- 
pocrite, and in appearance be poſſeſſed of all the 
virtues. Thou muſt be conſtantly reproring 
thy ſcholar, and paſs thy time in teaching bim 
Latin, and in rebuking him when he ſays or * 
any thing that is not right; and after ſo much 
trouble and conſtraint, what will be the fruit of 
thy cares? If the little gentleman has not a 
good capacity, it will be ſaid thou halt ſpoiled 
him, and his parents will turn thee away without 
any reward, perhaps even without paying thee - 
what was agreed for. Do not talk to me then 
any more of a preceptor, conimend me to a lac. 
quey's poſt, which is worth ten of it. If your 
maiter has vices, a fuperior genius will*'turn 
them often to its own advantage. A valet lives 
without inquietude in a good family; eats and 
drinks till he is ſatisfied, and ſleeps ſoundly, 
without perplexing himſelf about either bgker or 
Marokes, 

Child, purſues be, I ſhould f never have 423 

Vor. I, E | were 
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were I to relate to thee all the Lanes. of vas. 
lets. Believe me, Gil Blas, do as I do, and ne- 
ver think more of becoming a tutor. Yes, Fa- 
bricio, ſays J, but directors are not . to be 
ſound, and if I ſhould-turn valet, I would not 
chuſe to have a bad place. You are fight, ſays - 
heg leave this affair to me; 1 will inſure yon of 
a good place, if it was for no other reaſon than- 
to prevent a pretty fellow from throwing himſelf | 
| away at the univerſity. 
1 Ide poverty with e T was threatned, 
2 Wy the ſatisfied look which Fabricio had, per- 
ſuaded me more: than his arguments, and [re- 
ſolved to go into ſome ſervice, Whereupon 
leaving the tavern, my .countryman- ſaid, I am 
going this inſtant to take you to a man to whom 
moſt of ſervants when .out of place apply. He 
has ſpies who inform him of every thing that paſ- 
ſes in families: he knows who are wanting valets, 
and keeps an exact regiſter not only of places 
which are vacant, but alſo of the good and bad. 
qualities of the maſters. . He bas a brother a 
friar in a convent ; and, in ſhort, it was he who 
recommended me to this £008 place which I no- 
_. = 
Whilſt we were comerfing about this regiſter» 
oſſice, Nunnez's ſon took me to a little houſe, 
- where we found a man of about fiſty years of age 
wiiting at a tab e. We ſaluted him with a great 
deal of respect, but whether he was naturally. 
ſurly, or being accuſtomed with ſeeing nobody 
but ſervants, had contracted a cuſtom of receiy» 
ing prople in that rude manner, he did not riſe 


from 


- 


4 


F A og. 
| from bis feat, but ſatisfied himſelf with nodding” 


his head': he looked on me however with atten- 
7 *Þ faw plainly that he was ſurprized to ſee 

young man in an embroidered velvet coat 
9 to become à valet: he had more reaſon 


to think that I came to aſk for one: however, 


he did not doubt long of my intention, for Fa- 
| bricio ſaid to him, Signior Arias de Londonna, 
allow me to preſent to you one of my beſt 


friends; he is a lad of a good family, but miſ- 


fortunes have reduced him to the neceſſity 
of ſerving: be ſo kind as provide him with a 
good place, and you may rely upon his gratitude, 


Gentlemen, replies Arias coldly, you alt ſay 


fo, You make the faireſt promiſes in the world, 
before you have got a; place, but when you are 
ſettled, you think no more of them. | How then, 
replies Fabricio, do you complain of me? You 


might have done ſtill better, ſays Arias; your 
place 1s as good as à clerk's in the treaſury; and 
you paid me as if I had put you with an author. 
I thought it was now time for me to interpoſe,' 

and I informed Signior Arias, that to let him fee 


I was not ungrateful, I would give him my ac- 
knowledgment before-hand. At the ſame time 


taking two ducats out of my pocket, I put them 
into his hand, with a promiſe that I would not | 


ſtop there, it I was well pleaſed, - 


He appeared very well Catisied wich" my hats « 


viour, and ſaid, that he loved to be uſed in that 
way. - Dhere are, continues he, ſome good poſts 


vacant; I will read them over to you, and vou 
Fong chuſe for yourtelf, 80 faying, he as þ „„ 
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bis ſpeQacles, and opening a regiſter, which was 
lying upon the table, turned. over ſome leaves, 
and read as follows: Captain Torbellino wants a 
lacquey: he is a whimfical, paſſionate man, he 
ſwears conſtantly, and beats his ſervants fo, that 
be lames them hat captain will not ſuit my 
taſte, replies I, go on to another. Arias ſmiled 
at my vivacity and proceeded reading. Donna 
Manuela de Sandoval, a ſuperannuated widow of 
an odd peeviſh temper, wants a valet; ſhe com- 
monly keeps but one, and him ſearce for two 
* days together. There is a livery coat in the 
bouſe, which bas ſerved all her ſervants theſe ten 
years, let them be of what ſize ſoever, and it is 
as good as new yet, although above twotbouſand 
valets have worn it, for it may be ſaid that they 
have only tried it on. Doctor Alvar Fannez, a 
phyſfcian and chymiſt, wants à valet.z his (er- 
vants are well fed, and he gives them good wa- 
ges, but he makes a trial of his remedies on 
them, and there are often places Vacant | in this 
man's houſe. 1 
You have ſhewn us a fine parcel of places in- 
deed, ſays Fabricio interrupting him. Have a 
little patience, replies Arias de Londonna, we 
ate bot yet done, we ſhall ſoon come to ſome 
which will ſatisfſy you: then he continued read» 
ing his regiſter ; Vonna Alfonſa de Solis, who. 
paſſes molt of her time at church, and who will 
always bave her valet ncar her; the has not had 
one theſe thiee weeks Ihe licentiate Hedillo, 
an old canon of the chapter of this city, turned 
away bis. valet laſt night. Halt there, dignior 
EY |  Atnias 
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Arias de Londonna,. ſays. Fabcicio, we will ac- 
cept of this place. My maſter is related to the 
licentiate Sedillo, and I am perfectly acquainted 
with him: I know that he has for his houſekeeper 
an old lady, called Dame Jacinta, who manages 
his houſhold affairs for him. This is as good a 
family as any in Madrid, for a ſervant who wants 
to live well, and likes a quiet lifes | Beſides, 
the canon 1s a feeble man, and much troubled 
with the gout, and certainly cannot live long ; 
ſo that his ſervant has a great chance for a 
legacy when he dies. A fine profped for à va» 
let, Gil Blas, ſays he, turning to me: friend, 
let us put off no time, we will immediately go 
to the licentiate's : 1 will preſent thee to him 
myſelf, and be anſwerable to him for thee. At 
 thele words, being afraid of loling fo good an 

opportunity, we abruptly leſt Signior Arias, who 

afſured me for my money, that if I ſhould chance 
not to get this place, he would recommend me 
to one not much inferior, 
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Fabricio takes Git Blas to the H Sedillo's. 
In what Condition they found the Canon. A 
Portrait of his Houſekeeper. 


E ran all the way, ſo much afraid were 
we of being too long in arriving at the 
licentiate's. When we came to the houle we 


found the door ſhut; we knocked; and had it | k 
opened by a girl of ten years of age, whom the 
Houſekeeper, in ſpite of ſcandal, paſſed for her 


. niece: 7 
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niece: we aſked if the canon could be ſpoke 
with. Dame Jacinta appeared: ſhe was a per- 
ſon already arrived at the years of difcretion; 
but ſtill handſome, and had in, particular a very 
freth complexion. Sbe was dreſſed in a long 
coarſe ſtuff gown, with a leather girdle, to which 
hung on one fide a bunch of keys, and a rolary 
of large beads on the other. As ſoon as we faw 
her we ſaluted her very reſpeQfuily, and ſhe with 
a very modelt and courteous! ale rette TR 
ſame to us. So ONT FM 
Being informed, a my companion, that the 
licentiate Signior Sedillo is wanting an honeſt 
lad to ſerve him, I come to preſent one to him; 
who Ido not in the leaſt doubt will pleaſe him. 
The houſckeeper at theſe words fixing her eyes 
upon me, and thinking my embroidery was not 
very ſuitable with the difcourſe of Fabricio,'aſk+ 


i, 


ed, if it was I who wanted the vacant place? 


Yes, ſays the ſon of Nunnez; this young man, 
notwithſtanding he appears ſo fine, has met with 
many misfortunes, which oblige him to go and 
work for his maintenance, but, adds he, with a 
genteel air, he will ſoon: get the berter of them, 
if he be ſo fortunare as to get into this family, 
and live with the chaſte Jacinta, who is worthy 
of being houſekeeper to the patriarch of the In» 
dies. At theſe words the old jade took her 
eyes off me to view the polite perſon who [poke * 
to ber, and imagining that ſhe knew him, faid, 
I bave a confuſed idea, that J bave ſeen you. 8 
fore, pray, where was it? Chaſte Jacintares 
oe Fabricius, Lam happy that jou are plearalt”” 
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to remember me; I have 3 twice here with 
my maſter Signior Manuel Ordonnez, ſteward 
of the hoſpital. It is ſo, fays Jacinta, I re- 
member it, and recolle& your face: ſince you 
are with Signior Ordonnez, you muſt without 
doubt be an honeſt virtuous young manz 
your place recommends you, and this lad can- 
. Not have a better perſon to be anſwerable for 
him. Come in, added ſhe, I will take you to 
ſpeak with Signior-Sedillo, who I thould think 
would be very glad to have a youth of your re- 
commending. 
| Accordingly we Ct her to the canon's 
apartment, which was on the ground floor, and 
conſiſted of four little rooms: Jacinta defired . 
that we might wait in the outermoſt while ſhe 
went into the next where the licentiate was, Af- 
ter ſhe had been ſome time with him, ſhe came 
to tell us that we might enter. We perceived 
the old dotard in a large eaſy-cbair, with his 
head upon a pillow, his arms on a cuſhion, and 
his feet on a ſtool. While we approached him 
we did not ſpare bows. Fabricio was ſtill the 
ſpokeſman, and not ſatisfied with what he had 
ſaid to Jacinta, he -extolled my merit highly, 
a d in particular, enlarged upon the honour 1 
had acquired with Dr Godinez in diſputes 'of 
philoſophy, as if there was any occaſion to be a 
great philoſopher, to quality one to be a canon's 
valet. Nevertheleſs, this fine panegyric which 
he beſtowed on me, had a good effect on the 
| licenciate, who beſides perceiving that it was not 
| difagreeable to his boulekeeper, ſaid to the 


8 60 T 6 B!: L 4 3. 
ſon of Nunnez, Friend, 1 take 


thou haſt brought into my ſervice; 1 am fas ; 
ti-fied, and have a good opinion of his morals, 


fince he is n er to me 19 en Ne e 's 


domeſtic II" 1 
Fabricio, 'as ſoon as ws perabiids has 'T was 


hired, made a low bow to the canon, and anos 


| ther ſtill lower to the houſekeeper, and retired 


well contented with what he bad done, after 


having whiſpered to me that we ſhould ſee one 
another again, and that I had nothing to do, but 
to keep where I'was, As ſoon as he was gone, 


the licentiate aſked my name, the reaſon why I 
quitted my country, and by theſe queſtions, eu- 


gaged me to-relate my hiſtory'in the preſence of 


Jacinta : I diverted them both, and eſpecially by _ 
the recital- oi my laſt adventure; 1 thought the 


old man would have killed himſelf with 1 
ing at Don Raphael and Camilla's eivility. 
was ſeized with fach a violent fit of win 


that | thought he would have never come to 


himlelt again: he had not yet made his teſta« 


ment, ſo by that one may judge how the houſes 
keeper was alarmed: ſhe ran t,embling to the 


good man's afſiitance;' and did every thing that is 


done to children when they eough; rubbed his 
head, and clapped him on the back, which re- 

covered him: This was however but a falſe a» ED 
| larm, the old man gave over coughing, and his 

| houſekeeper ceaſed tormenting him. I was go? 
ing to conclude my ſtory, but dame Jacinta, 
dreading another cough, was againſt it, and 


es me out of tbe canon's chamber into the 
E. 5 3 wann 
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wardtobe, where amongſt ſeveral ſuits of eloaths, 
was the lixery-coat which my predeceſſor hack 
wore; ſhe made me put it on, and hang mine 
in its place, which I was willing to pre- 
ſetve, hoping that it might ſtill be of uſe to 
me; after which we went both of us to n 
dinner. c 7 
| + She found that I was no novice in phe art of 
dreſſing victuals; it is true, I had ſerved an ap- 
prenticefhip under dame! Leonarda, who might 
paſs for a pretty good cook, though not to be 
compared with dame Jacinta, who perhaps was 
better than the archbiſhop of Toledo's: ſhe ex» 
celled in every thing: her ſauces were excellent, 
her jellies the ſame, her fricaſſees and haſhes ſea- 
ſoned in ſuch a manner, as made them very a- 
greeable | When dinner was ready we returned 
into the canon's chamber, where while I laid 
the cloth near his caſy-chair, Jacinta tucked a 
 yapkin under his chin, and taſtened it about his 
ſhoulders. Immediately after I brought in ſome 
ſoup, which might have been preſented to the 
moſt ſamous dire dor in Madrid, and two ragouts 
that might have ſatisfied the ſenſuality of a vice · 
roy, if Dame Jacinta had not been two ſpating 
of her ſpices, for fear of provoking the licenti- 
ate's gout, My old maſter, who before ſeemed 
12 impotent in all bis members, as ſoon as he ſaw 
* + theſe two diſhes, let me ſee that he had not yet 
quite loſt the power of his arms; he aſſiſted him- 
teli in putting away his pillow and culhions, 
and briſkly prepared himſelf for. eating. A- 
though his hand ſhook it did not refulc its ſer- 
. vice, 
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vice, it went and came free enough, but however 


in. ſuch a manner, that he loſt one half of what 
he ſhould have carried to his mouth, on his np+ 


kin and the table cloth. When he had done 
with the ragouts and ſoup, I took them away, 
and brought in a roaſted partridge, flanke with 
two quails, which the houſekeeper carved for 


him She was alſo very officious in making him 


drink wine, a little diluted, in a large deep ſilver 
cup, which ſhe held to his mouth as they do to a 


child fifteen months old: he fell fiercely on the 


ragouts, and made the fame difpatch. with the 


trotters: when he had eaten his belly full, Ja- 
cinta uutied his napkin, and replaced his pillow 
and cuſhions, then leaving him in his eaſy-chair, 
to take that repoſe commonly attending a full 


ſtomach, we lende the Om ant went to dinner | 


in our turn. 


Our canon dined in mei a manner every day, 
he being perhaps the gieateſt eater in the whole 


chapter: indeed he did not eat ſo much at ſup- 
per, as at dinner: a pullet and a deſſert would 


ſaci fy him at night. I fared very well in this 


houſe, and had a pretty peaceable life; there 


was but one diſagreeable thing, which was, be. 
ing obliged to watch my maiter, and paſs the 


nigh! like a nurſe : beſides a retention of urine, 


which uade him call ten times an hour for his 


chamber- pot, he was ſubject to ſweat, and when 
that happened, I had to change him his Hirt. 


Gil Blas, lays he to me the ſecond night, thou 


art a dext:ous active youth, | toreſee | thall be 
wh plealed with thy ſervice; I recommend to 


e . | thee 


5 
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thee only to be complaiſant to Dame Jacinta, 
ſhe bas ſerved me with a particular zeal tbeſe 
fifteen years, and has taken ſo great care of my 


| perſon, that I cannot enough acknowledge it; I 


muſt confeſs to thee alſo, that I like her better 
than all my relations; I have turned away my 
nephew, my own ſiſter's ſon, becauſe he paid no 
re ſpect to her, for inſtead of doing juſtice to the 
ſincere attachment ſhe bad ſor me, the raſcal 
uſed her as a hypocrite for at preſent, virtue 
appears lik- hypocriſy with ſuch young 'fellows z 
thank God, I have. got quit of the fad dog; 1 
prefer thoſ- who have a regard for me, before 


all the ties of blood, and am ſwayed only by 
| thoſe that do me a kindneſs, You are certain= 


ly right, ſaid 1 to the licentiate; gratitude 


ought to have more force with us than the laws 


of nature. Doubtleſs, replied he; and my teſta- 


ment will make it appear how little I regard my 


relations, My houfkeeper comes in for a good 
tha:e. and thou ſhalt not be forgot, if thou con» 
tinucſt as thou baſt b gun to ſerve me. The 
valet whom I turned away yeſterday, loſt a good 
legacy by bis fooliſhneſs. I: the ſcoundrel. had 
not by his ill behaviour obhged me to give him 


bis leave, I ſhould have made bis fortune, but 
be was a proud fellow, and did not pay teſpect 
enough to Jacinta z and ſo lazy that he would 


not give himſelf the leaſt trouble. He forfooth 
did not love ta wake with me; and thought it a 
great hardſhip to ſpend the nights in attending 


| upon me. Ahl the raſcal, cried I, as if the ge- 


nius of Fabricio had inſpired me, he merited not 
| | | to 
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to live with ſo honeſt a gentleman as you. 
are. A lad that is ſo fortunate: as to belong: 
to you, ought to have an indefatigavle zeal 
ould: take a delight in 
his düty ; and not think\that he did too much. 
thougb he ſhould ſweat / blood and water * 
... | 8 
1 perceived that th e was eery mak 
pleaſed with theſe Words; nor was be leſ con- 
tent with the aſſurance I had given him of being 
always reſigned: to th- will of Dame Jacinta. 
Being reſolved therefore to paſs for a valet, whom 
fatigue could not diſcourage, I endeavoured: to be 
eaſy, and went through my ſervice with as good 
a grace as poſſible. I never complained of be- 
ing up at nights; but I muſt own it was very 
diſagreeable to me, and had it not been for the 
legacy which fed my hopes with, 1 ſhould ſoon 
have tired of my place Indeed I teſted ſome 
hours in the day time; and to do the houts keeps 
er juſtice ſhe was very good to me, which I at- 
tributed to the care I took in gaining her good: 
graces by my complaiſant and reſpectful man- 
ners. It I was at table with her and her niece 
Ineſille, I changed their plates for them, failed 
out their wine, and ſerved them in every thing 
with great attention; by which means I made 
them my trends. Whilſt the houiekeeper one 
day was going to market, finding myſelf alone 
with her mece, 1 began to talk with ber, and 
aſked her it her father and mother were itill a- 
live. Lo, ſays lhe, it is long ſince they died, 
iſo my good aunt elle me, tor 1 never ſaw them. 
. | Ge 1 
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Þ believed what the wench Cul was true, though: 
her anſwer was not fo plain as it might have- 
been, and put her into a ſuch a humour of ra}k+- 
ing, that ſhe told me more than I would have 
had her, She let me know, or rather J learned 


from ber artleſs chat, that this good aut of hers 


had a valuable friend who alto lived with an old 
canon, whoſe temporalities he had the care of; 
and that theſe two happy domeſtics hoped to join 
the pillage of their maſters by a marriage, the 
pleaſures of which they had partaken of before 
hand. I have already mentioned, that Jacinta, 
though ſomewhat ſuperannuated, had not yet a: 
bad complexion ; it it true indeed, ſhe took a 
great deal of pains to preſerve it. Beſides tak- 


ing a gliſter-every morning, ſhe allowed berſelf- 


excellent pills prepared for that purpoſe, during 
the day, and when the went to bed: ſhe alſo 
flept ſoundly all night, while I watched my 
maſter: bur, perhaps, that which contributed- 


moſt of all to preterve her complexion, was an 


iflue, which * niece told me ſhe had in each 
leg. 


CHAP. 


A 
I 
? 


8 11 9 1 


\ ; : ; 2 ' | 5 ; * 4 * FY 4 5 f : 5 * 

Y * 8 © 5 ** X > = £53 2 L $ 
* 3 a 1 5 5 "* 

>H AP. * UT COLE 

. 1 


"I 2 > ow GE” 4 
ee 8 


How 15 2 was 1 8 * Sts ict: the 


Conſequence of it, ons: the hate . 10 "_ 
Cuil Blas. „ He 


2 22 LEE 7 534 OY 


gy 


11 A Th three months in the ſervice 
of the licentiate Sedillo, and had never com- 


plained of the bad nights he made me paſs with 


him, when he was ſeized with a fever; and the 
pain it gave him inflamed his geut. This was 


the ficit time in his life that he had recourſe to 


a phyſician. He: ordered Doctor Sangrado to 
be ſent for, whom all Valladolid looked upon as 
another Hippocrates. Dame Jacinta would have 
been better pleaſed, if the canon had begun by 
ſettling bis laſt will and codicil. She dropt ſome 
hints of it to him; but he did not imagine him- 
ſelf ſo near his end, and was in certain matters 
extremely obitinate. I went therefore for Doc- 
tor Sangtado, and brought him to our houſe. 
He was a meagre, pale man, and had been aprac- 


titioner forty years. This ſkiltul phyſician had a 


ve y grave look; he weighed his diſcourlez and 
talked very eloquently. | His reaſoning appeared 

to be geomeneals and his e wy e 
Jar. | 


After de bed my FP ae oo? faid to 


| kim with a phyſical air; We muſt ſupply the de- 


fect of perſpiration, which is ſtopped. Others in 
my place, no doubt, would preſcribe ſalts and 


volatile medicaments, which ate moſtly. made up 
| „ of 
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of ſulphur and mercury.; but purgatives and ſodo» 
rifics are pernicious drugs. Ali chymical prepa- 
rations are prejudicial, I, for my part, practiſe 
a method more fimple and more- fare. What 
diet have you accuſtomed yourſelf to? Þ eat for 
the moſt part, anſwer- the canon, ſoups and jel- 
lies Soups and jellies! cried the doctor ur- 
priſed: Lam not at all amazed that you are ill; all 
ſuch delicious meats are poiſonous pleaſures, ſnares. 
that luxury lays for men. in order the more ef- 
fectually to ruin them. It is nec: Mary that you 
renounce ſuch high food. The moſt inbpii are 
the beit for the health. As the blood is in ſipid, it 
requires ſuch meat as partake moſt of its own na- 
ture. And do you drink wine? added he Les, 

ſaid the licentiate; wine mixed with water. The 

more water the better, replied the phyſicians. | 
How irregular. you have been! What a frigh ful | 
regimen is this! Iam amazed to find you alive. | 
M hat age may you be? Sixty nine, ſays the lis 
centiate Juſt as I thought, replied the dockor: 

an early old age is always the fruit of intempe- 
rancce. Ii you had d unk nothing but water all 

your ue, and had been content with plain food, 

ſuch as roaſted apples, fort example, you would 

not now have been tormented/with the gout ; and 

all yuur limbs would have perfor med their fi: c- 

tions with cae However, L am not 3 at: of . 
euring you, provided you do as I direct. Lhe: | 
licentiate promiſed to obey him in every thing, 

i ben -angrado named a ſurgeon, aud ſent 
me tor bim, and made him tak, fi portingets 
of wo" irom my maſter, to begin to ſupply the 
detect, 
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gefect of perſpiration. Then he ſaid to the ſur- 


geon, Maſter Martin Onnez, come back again 
in three hogrs, and take away as much more, 
and do the ſame again. to-morrow. It is a. miſe 
take to think that blood is n for the pres». 


ſervation of life. One cannot blood a patient tos 


much. As he is not obliged to perform any ex- 
erciſe or particular motion, he has nothing to 
do but to ſave himſelf from dying; he has no 
more occaſion for blood for to live, than a man 
who is aſſeep: life in both conſiſts but in the 
pulſe and reſpiration. Whg the doctor, had ar- 
dered frequent and copious bleedings, he ſaid, 
that it was alſo neceſſary to be conſtantly giving 
the canon warm water to drink, affuring him 
that water drank in abundance was the real ipe- 
cific againſt all ſorts of diſeaſes. And when he 
went out, he ſaid with an air of content to Dame 
Jaciata and me, that he would anſwer for the life 


ol the patient, if we treated him in the mannex. 


which he had juſt preſcribed. , I he houſekeeper,. 
who judged perhaps. otherwiſe than him of the 
method, proteſted that it ſhould be followed exe 
ally. Accordingly we immediately made all 
poſſible diſpatch to get water heated: and as the 
doctor had recommended to us above all things 


not to be too {paring of it, we made our maiter 


drink two or three pints at each draught. We 


repeated the doſe an hour after; and ſo every 


hour, till we had poured a deluge of water into 
his ſtomach On the other hand, the ſurgeon ſe· 
conded us by the quantity of blood which he 
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took from him; in lefs chat two- days, \ we redu- 
ced the old canon to extremity. 

The good man not being able to take any 
more, ſaid to me with a weak voice, when I pre- 
ſented him with a large glaſs of the ſpecific, Hold, 
Gil Blas, give me no more, my friend, I per- 
ceive that notwirhſtanding the virtue of the water 
F ſhall die; and although IT have fcarce a drop of 
blood left, yet Jam no better, which ſhews that 
the moſt ſkilful phyſician in the world cannot 
prolong our days, when their faral period is come. 

So bring me a notary, for I want to add a codi- 
eil to my will. Though I was not ſorry to hear 
theſe laſt words, I affected to appear ſo; and con- 

cealing the pleaſure I took in acquitting myſelf 

of his commilſion, Sir, faid I, you are not yet * 

bad, but that with heaven's help. you may reco- 
ver. No, no, my child; it is all over with me. 
= I find the gout approaching nearer my vitals, 

4 ot and my time is come, therefore make haſte, and 

do as I order you. Sure enough I perceived 
that he changed, and was approaching near his 

end, and the affair appeared ſo urgent, that I 

immediately went todo as he ordered me, lea- 

ving Dame Jacinta with him, who was more a» 

fraid than me that he ſhould die without a will: 

J went into the houſe of the firit notary I could 

hear of; and finding him at home, Sir, ſaid I; 

the licentiate Sedillo, my maſter, ſeemingly 
draws near his end, and wants his laſt will 
made: pray make haſte, there is not a moment 
to be loft. The notary- was a little briſk old 
man, and fond of raillery. He aſked who was 

| | | the. 
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the licentiate's phyſician; I anſwered Dr. San- 
grado. As ſoon as he heard that name men- 
tioned, he immediately took his cloak and hat, 
and ſaid, Let us be gone, for that doctor is {> 
expeditious, that he ſcarcely gives his patients 
time to call for a notary. That man bas me 
ed me of a good many jobkç s 

As ſoon as he had ſaid this, he dies 8 
haſte he could to follow me; and we went toge= 
ther to my maſter, not letting the graſs grow 
under us, that we might arrive time enough for 
him to ſettle bis affairs before he went out of 


the world. Sir, faid E to the notary, you koowthat = 


a dying man often loſes his memory: now if my 
maſter ſhould by chance forget me, I defire you 
will not fail to remind him of my + indultry, 
That I will, my boy, ſays the little notary; you 
may rely upon me for that, Iwill adviſe him to 
leave thee ſometbing conſiderable, let him be e- 
ver fo little diſpoſed to reward thee for thy: fſer> 
vices. When we came into the canon's cham- 
ber he was ſtill ſenfible, Dame Jacinta © was 
with him, her face was bathed with tears which. 
ſhe had at her command, the had played ber part, 
and prepared the good man not to forget het We 
left the notary in the room with our maſter, ſhe 
and | retired to the antichamber, where the ſur- 


geon came to us, whom the doctor had ſent to 


give the canon a new and his lalt bleeding. But 
we would not ſuffer him to enter the toom. Stop, 
Mr. Martin, ſays Jacivra to him, you cannot at 


. preſent go into the canon's chamber, he is mow . 


* with the — whois: making his laſt will, 
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the operation, The phyſician. came in, as our 


— —— 


and you mall not bleed bim an mene till chat 
is finiſhed. 

Jacinta and I were afraid leſt our ** 
ſhould die before that was done. But thank God 
the deed, which cauſed our. uneaſineſs, was ex- 
ecuted, The notary. finding me as he came out 
of our maſter's chamber, clapt me on the ſhoul- 
der, and ſmiling ſaid, Gil Blas, thou art not for- 


gotten. LI was very glad to hear it. and was ſo. 
- Pleaſed with my maſter for remembring me, 


that I promiſed: to pray for him after his death, 
which was not long of happening ;. fer the ſur- 
geon having bled him again, the poor old man, 
who was but too weak before, died almoſt during, 


maſter was breathing his laſt, and was a little 
RNartled,. notwithſtanding his long cuſtom! of dife 
patebing his patients quickly. Nevertheleſs, in- 
ſtend of imputing the canon's death to the repea- 
ted draughts of hot water and bleedings, he ſaid. 
as he went away, [hat the patient had nei- 
ther been bled, nor drunk. water enough. The 
phyſician's executioner, I mean the ſurgeon, ſee- 

ing alſo tbete was no more: nn fot n, 
followed him. 5 4 

As ſoon as our patron was rd. De dein 
ta, Ineſille, and I ſet up ſuch a diſmal noile, that: 
it was heard all over the neighbourhood The 


:houſekceper-eipecially, who had:the greateſt rea- 
| fon to rejoice, uttered: ſuch doleful accents, that 
the {ſeemed the moſt afflicted perion in the world. 

The chamber immediately was full of people, 


nn thither more out of cunvity than com- 
be ns pallions. 


- 
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paſſion. As ſoon-as the canon's :clcibig heard 
he was dead, they poured into:the houſe and fea» 
led up every thing. They found the houſekeep- 
er ſo much aflited, that they at firft thought 
that the canon had not made his will: but they 
ſoon learned, that the teſtator had bequeathed 
his beſt effects to dame Jacinta and the little 
girl: they made a funeral oration, in terms not 
at all honourable to his memory. They pro- 
nounced an eulogium on Jacinta, and me alſo. 
I muft confeſs that I deferved it in appearance 3 
for the licentiate, reſt the ſoul of him! in order 
to engage me to remember him as long as I liv- 
ed, ordered an article to be inſerted with regard 
to me, in this manner. Item, fince Gil Blas is 
a young man who has already ſome learning, 1 
leave him my libgary, my manuſcripts.” and books 
without exception. | 

I] was quite ignorant where this pretended li- 
bracy was, as Þ never perceived any ſuch thing 
in the houſe. 1 knew only that there was a few 
papers, and five or fix volumes on a ſhelf in my 
maſter's cloſet 3 and that was all my legacy. Be- 
ſides, the books could be of no ſervice to me ; 
one was entitled, The compleat cook, another 
A. treatiſe on indigeſtion, and the method of cus 
ring it; and the others were, The four parts of 
the breviary, which the moths had almoſt deſtroy- 
ed. With reipe& to the manuſcripts, the moſt 
curinus contained ſome briefs and bills relating 


93 


to a proceſs, which the canon had formerly been 


engaged in, about his benefice. After having 
examined my legacy with more attention than 
TD | ; it 
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it merited, I abandoned them: to his relations, - 


| who had envied me ſo much. I pave them back 


the coat I had of the licentiate, put on my own a- 
gain, and only received my wages for the fruit of 
my ſervices, Ireſolved to look out for another place. 
As for Dame Jacinta, beſides the money which was 
left to ber, by the help of her good friend, ſhe 


found means to rob the licentiate of his moſt va» 
luapie elfects, e his laſt illneſs. 


SHR, RN AS. ARR AR 
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Gf Blas engages himſelf in n the Service of Defor 
3 Sang rado, and becomes a celebrated Phyſician, 


to gd and examine 
Signior Aurias de Londonna's regiſter for 


a new place, but as I was Juſt entering the Turn- 


Again- Alley, where he lodged, I met Doctor 
Sangrado, whom I had not teen ſince the death 
of my maſter, and tock the freedom to ſalute' 
him. , Although I had altered my dreſs, yet he 
knew me at once; and ſaid he was very glad to 
ſee me. My hoy: ſays he, I was juſt thinking 
of thee ; I have cccaſion for a good lad to ſerve 
me ; and 1 think you will do very well, provided 
you can read and write. Sir, if that be all, 1 


will anſwer your purpoſe, Very well, replies 
be, thou art my man then. Come with me, 
thou ſhalt have a very agreeable liſe, and I will 
tteat thee with diſcretion : thou ſhalt have no 


wages ; but thou ſbalt want for nothing. I will 
: > take 
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take care to keep thee genteelly, and teach thee 
the great ſcience of curing all diſeaſes. In ſhort, 
thou ſhalt be my pupil more than- my valet. 
Expecting that ſo learned a maſter would 
make me a proficient in the art of phyſic, I ac» 
cepted of his propoſal. I went immediately 
bome with bim, to be inſtalled in the employ» 
ment which he deſtined me for; and this con- 
ſiſted in writing down the names and habitations 
of the patients that ſent tor him when he was from 
home. For that end he kept a regiſter, - Where- 
in an old ſervant maid, whom he had for his do- 
meſtic affairs, marked their addreſſes; but, be- 
ſides her knowing nothing of orthography, ſhe 
wrote fo badly, that the doctor often could not 
decipher it. He committed the care of this book. 
to me; which one might very juſtly call the te- 
gilter of the dead, as almoſt all-the perſons whoſe 
names I took, died ſoon after. | wrote down, as 
1.may ſay, the people who were ſet out for theo- 
ther world, as the cleck of a ſlage- coach · office 
„ marks down the names of thoſe who take places. 1 
had often my pen in my hand; for at that time 
there was not a more reputable phyſician in Val- 
ladolid than Doctor 5angrado. He impoſed up- 
on the public by a ſpecious way of talking, and 
ſome fortunate cures, bie had done him more 
honour than he mecited. £ - | 
He had abundance of praice, and „ | 
ly could not fail of growing rich. He did not 
conſume it too ' profufely, We lived very ſpa» _ 
ringly, for the moit part enting roaſted apples, 
Peale, beans, ot cheeic. He ſaid thoſe nutri. 


28 | n ments 


wo Tur: HISTORY « or 


ments were moſt agreeable to the flomach, being 
3 the fitteſt for tritufation, that is to tay, eaſily 

; [ Þ;uifed. In ſpire of this his opmion, however, 

I he did not approve of our. eating a belly full e- 

| ven of them, in which he certainly was in the 
Z Tight. | But though he forbad the ſervant and me 
i do eat much, to make amends, he allowed us to 
ja dtink as much water as we thought proper. In- 
vn flead of preferibing us bounds in that, he ſome- 
__— times faid, Drink, my children; health conſiſts 


in the flexibility and bumefaction of parts. 
Drink water liberally, it is an univerfal diſſolvent. 
Water melts all the ſalts. Is the ecur'e of the 
blood flow ? it precipitates it. If it be too ra- 
pid, it ſtops its violence. Though our doctor 
was pretty well advanced in years, yet be was 
6 ſo honeſt in that, tbat he drank notbing but wa- 
418 | ter. He defined old age to be a natural confump- 
4 tion, which dried up and waſted us; and upon 
| | this determination, he bewailed the ignorance of 
3M thoſe who called wine old men's milk. He ſup- 
. ported that wine waſted and ruined them; and = 
| very eloquently ſaid, that that liquor is to them 
: as well as to all the world, a friend that bein 
—_ and a pleafute that deludes. 
3 Notwithttanding all theſe fine reaſonings, 1 
bad not been in his houſe eight days, before L 


_. wh was icized with a flux, and a ſevere pain in my 
| [ _ ſtomach, which 1 had the raſhneſs io impute to 
bl | the univerſal diflolvent, and bad living. I com- 
12 plained of it to my maſter, thinking he would 
| 1 relax, and give us a little wine at meals; but he 


was too great an enemy to that hiquor to agree 
. TD „„ to 
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— 20 it. 1 yon are diſguſted; at cold water, ſays 


he, there are innocent remedies io ſupport the 
 flomach againſt the infipidity of aqueous | 
draughts; for inftance, ſays he, balm, or ſage, 
give it an agreeable taſte; and if you will ren⸗ 
der it ſtil} more agreeable, you need only mix 
roſemary, wild poppey, or the flower of oeillet: 
W batever he could ſay in praiſe of water, and 
whatever recipe's be would have given me to 
improve my beverages, I drank ſo e 
of it, that he perceiving me, ſaid, I am not 
amazed, Gil Blas, that you have not good vets 


my boy, you don't drink enough. Water ta- 


ken in ſmall quantities only. tends to lay open 
the bilious parts, and give them more acti - 
vity; in place of which, we ſhould drown” 
them by copiouſly tempering them. Be not 
afraid - of drinking often; I will warrant the 
iſſue of it, and if you find it not good for you, 
inform me. Celſus will be my ſarety; that 
Latin oracle has written an admirable eneomi- 
um on water: be informs us in expreſs terms 
that thoſe who on account of a weak ſtomach ab- 
ſtain from drinking water, do a great injuſtice to 
the ſtomachic powers, and make it cuſp a ſcreen” 
for their ſenſuality, 

1 ſeemed perſuaded that he was right, hat 1 
might not appear indocile when I was entering 


into the career of 'phyſic. I owned even that 1 ; 
was of his way of thinking; and would conti- . 


nue to drink water, on his and Celſus's guaran - 


* and though every day I found myſelf grow- 


ing worſe and worſe, yet en was too 
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hard for experience, I had; as may be ſeen, a 
great deſire to become a phyſician. I could not 


however al ways reſiſt the violence of my troubles, 


which .encreaſed to ſuch a degree that at laſt I re- 
ſolved to leave Doctor Sangrado. But he gave 
me a new. employment, which made me alter my 
mind. Heatken to me, my boy, ſays he one 
day to me, I am none of thoſe ſevere and un- 
grateful. maſters, who ſuffer their ſervants to grow 
old in their ſervice bef e they reward them, 1_ 
am content with thy behaviour. I love thee, 

and, without expecting thou wilt be any longer 

my ſervant, I will make thy fortune 1 will.im- 


mediately diſcover to thee the myſtery of the fa- 


lutaty art which 1 have proſeſſed for ſo many 


"years, Other phyſicians make it conſiſt in a 


thouſand hard ſciences: but I pretend to abridge 


ſo long a way, and {pare thee the trouble of ſtu- 
dying pbyfic, botany, anatomy, and pharmacy. 


Know, my boy, that all there is occaſion for, is 
bleeding and drinking plenty of hot water. This 
is the ſecret for curing all the diſtempers in the 
world: yes, this marvellous ſecret which I re- 
veal to thee, and which nature, impenetrable to 
my brethren, bas not been able to keep from my . 
obſervations, is all comprehended in theſe two 
points, bleeding and often drinking water; I 
have nothing more to teach thee : thou art ac- 
qusinted with the very bottom of phyſie, and, 
profiting by my long experience, thou becomeſt-_ 
all at once as ſkilſu] as myſelf. IJhou mayeſt, 
continues he, be aſſiſtant to me; thou ſhalt Wing, 
the ee, in the morning, and fhall viht a part 
+ Thy of 


uf my patients in the aftetnoon: whilſt Hi take 
care of the nobility and clergy, thou ſhalt attend 
the third order for me, and when thou haſt done 
that for ſome time, 1 will get thee. entered into 
the faculty. Gil Blas, you are a: learned man 
before you be a phyſician z' whereas others are 
_ phyſicians a long time, and moſt part of them all 
their lives, before they be learned, 6-1 

I thanked: the doctor for having ſo quick 
made me capable of ſerving him as a ſubſtitutes 
and to acknowledge the goodneſs which he had- 
for me, I aſſured him that I would follow bis ad- 
vice all my life, although it ſhould be contrary 
to that of Hippocrates. This aſſurance of mine 
was not quite fincere : I diſapproved of his opi- 
nion about the water, and determined to driuk 
wine whenever I went ro ſee my patients. I 
hung my eoat upon a peg for the ſecond time, 
put on one of my maſter's, and gave myſelf the 
air of a phyfician. After which I began to ex- 
erciſe phyſie at the expence of all thoſe who ſent 
for me. My firſt trial was upon an Alguazil, 
who was taken ill of a pleuriſy. I made them 
bleed him without mercy; and give him plenty 
of warm water, After that, I was ſent for to a 
paſtry-cook, who was crying out with the gout; 
I was no more ſparing of his blood than I had 
been of the Alguazil's, taking care alſo that he 
ſhould have plenty of water. I got twelve reals 
for theſe preſcriptions; which made me. ſo ena - : 
_ moured with the profeſſion, that I determined to 
pals the remainder of my days in taking blood 
from people, and Alling them up vun water. In 
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coming from the paſtry cooks; | met Fabricio, 
whom I had not ſeen ſince the licentiate's death, 
He looked at me ſome minutes with ſurpriſe, 
and ſetting his hands in his fides, burſt into an 
\ immoderate fit of laughter. Indeed he did not 
hugh without reaſon: I bad a long Cloak which 
trailed on the ground; my coat and breeches 
would have ſerved a man four times as big aq 
me; I might very well paſs for an original fi- 
gure. I let him have his laugh out, not withe 
out being tempted to follow bis example; but I 
conſtrained myſelf in order to keep decorum in 
- the ſtreet, and the better to counterfeit the phyſi» 
cian, which is no rifible animal. Af my ridicus 
lous air had excited the laughter of Fabricio, my 
ſerious one increaſed it, and when bis laughing 
=. fit was over, Bleſs me, Gil Blas, thou art plea» 
we fantly equipped, who the; devil has diſguiſed thee 
_ - in this manner? Softly, friend, ſays I, ſoftly + 
learn to ſhew more reſpect to a new Hippocra - 
tes. Know that I am the ſubſtitute of Doctor 
14 Sangrado, who is the moſt celebrated phyſician 
in Valladolid, with whom I have bzen theſe three 
ny weeks, tHe bas taught me phyſic from the very 
bottom; and as he was not able to attend all bis 
1 patients himſelf, has hired me to aſſiſt bim. He 
|: viſits the great folks, and I the common ſort. 
3 | Very. well, lays Fabricio, that is to ſay, he teſerves 
Ihe blood of the Ercat folks to himſelf, and leaves 
the blood of the common people to thee, IWiſn 
thee joy upon thy divifon ; for it is better to 
5 have to do with common Wen than with the | 
5 „ 770 hen a mg lives i in the ſuburbs, 
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A bis a are leſs obſeryed, and bis murders 
not ſo much known. Yes, my boy, added 
he, thy condition appears to me worthy of 
being envied: and to ſpeak. like Alexander, 
I would wiſh. to * _ Bae if 1 ee 
Fabti eie ke 035433175 8h | 
That Fabricio Bir, ſee that hs. was not in 
the wrong, when he boaſted of rhe happineſs of 
my preſent condition, I let bim ſee the reale 
which the alguazil and paſtry-cook ; had. given 
me. ben, we, went into. a-tavern;to ſpend. ſome 
of them. I hey brought, us ſome. pretty.good 
wine, at leaſſ it appeaied ſo to me, for. L had not 
for a longtime, taſted any. L drank great 
draughts of it, and, with all due reſpect to the 
Latin oracle, the more E pouted into mij ſtomach, 
the leſs did that organ complain ot the injuty it | 
received. We {taid a good white in the ing, 
and made ourſelves merry at the expence of gur 
maſters, as the euſtom is amongſt the valets. At. 
Jaſt finding night approaching, we parted, | after 
havin g mutually agiced to meet at the nee. 
the, next, 50 alter rent. | 
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Gil Blas continues to W Phyſic with: as 
much Succeſs as Capacity, The nn 4.4 


the ae ofethe W e 


w A 8 no oder ot homd than Doctor . 
grado arrived, I informed him of the pati- 


ents I had ſeen, and gave him the-eight-reals 
which remained out of the twelve that 1 had re- 


ceived for my preſcriptions. Eight reals, ſaid 


he to me, after he had counted them, this is a 
trifle for two viſits, but we muſt take what we 
can get. So it appeared, for he kept fix,' and 
gave me the other two, Hold, Gil Blas, ſays 
he, thete is ſomething to begin a ſtock; 1 will 


give thee a fourth part of what thou bringeſt to 


me. My friend, thou wilt ſoon be rich, for- if 
It pleaſe God there will be Fr ned this 
JT” . 


I bad reaſon to be fatisfied with my Gard, 

2s I deſigned always to keep a third part of what 
I received in the city, and afterwards have ano= 
ther quarter of what remained for him, which. 


was a half of the whole, according to my arith- 


metic. This inſpired me with a freſh zeal for 


my profeſſion. The next day, as ſoon as we 
had dined, I reſumed my phyſical dreſs, and: 


went about my buſineſs. I viſited many pati- 


ents, whom I had regiſtered, and treated them 


all in the fame manner, though they bad various 
diſtempers. Things had hitherto gone on with- _ 
R ee nt 
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out making any noiſe, and nobody, thank hex« 


ven, had as yet found fault with my preteriptis 


ons but however exceilent a phyſician may be, 


yet he cannot eſcaps being cenſured. I came 
at laſt to a grocei's, whoſe fon was dropſi cal. 
There I met with a little ſwarthy doctor, called 
Cuchillo, whom a-relation- of the grocer's had- 
juſt brought. I bowed very low to all that were 


preſent, and particularly to the perſon who I 


judged was called upon to conſult with me on 


the diſeaſe of the patient. He ſaluted me with 


a-grave air, then looking very attentively at me 


for ſome time, Signior Doctor, ſays he to me 
TL beg you may excule my curioſity; I-thought L 


bad known all my bretbren- the -phyGicians in 
Valladolid, but muit confeſs that E have not ſeen 


you before. You cannot have practiſed long in 


this city. I anſwered; that L was a young prac» 


titioner, and: only preſcribed as yet under the 


auſpices of Doctor Sangrado. I congraculate- 
you, ſays he politely, upon having embraced fo - 
great a man's method. L do not doubt but that 


you are already very ſkilful, though you-ſeem to 


be young. He ſaid chis in ſo-natural a manner, 
that 1 was uncertain» whether he ſpoke ſeriouſly 
or bantered me. L was thinking what reply 


to make to him, when we were interrupted by 
the grocer, ſaying, Gentlemen, I am perſuaded 


that you are both perfect maſters of the art of 
phyſic, pray therefore examine my ſon's dif- 
caſe, and order what you Judge molt: proper for 
Ms cure. \ 

TIP this the little ola made his b 
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tions on the patient, and fer beth obfervet 
the ſymptoms of the diſtemper, aſked me in 
what manner I thought we thould treat him. 
J am of opinion, replied I, that he ſhould be 
bled every day, and made to drink plenty of 
warm water. The little doctor at theſe words 
ſmiled on me with a ſatirical grin, and ſaid, 

Do you think that theſe remedies will ſave his 
life? No doubt of it, ſaid I with a reſolate 


- 


_ 


tone, they muſt produge that effect, being, as 0 
Doctor Sangrado obſerves, ſpecifics againſt all 


kinds of diſeaſes. |! hen Celſus was very much 


to blame, anſwered he, when he aſſured us, i 


that the manner to cure a dropſy was to make 
the patient abſtain from eating and drinking. 

Celſus is not my oracle, ſaid I; be is wrong as 
well as others, and I ſometimes go quite con- 
trary to his opinion. I perceive, ſays Cuchillo, 
by what you ſay, the ſure and ſatisfactory me- 
thod that Doctor Sangrado inſinuates to young 
practitioners. I be whole of his practice conſi ſis 


in bleeding and drinking of water. I am not 


at all amazed that ſo many honeſt people die in 
his hands. None of your invectives, ſaid I ha- 
ſtily; it does not become a man of your profeſ- 


fon to calt ſuch reflexions. Mr. Doctor, I muſt 


inform you that many have been ſent into the o- 


ther world for want of bleeding and drinking — 
hot water, and you have perhaps yourſelf experi- 


enced it as much as any other. If you have a- 
ny thing to ſay againſt Doctor Sangrado, com- 
mit it to writing ; he will anſwer you, aud we 
will ce on what fide the laughers will be. By 


; St. ,- 
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gt. james and St. Dennis, ſays wen in a  paſſioh, 


you o not know me: Sir, I can bite and ſcratch. 
as well as any man. I am not afraid of Doctor 
Sangrado, who, notwithſtanding his vanity and 
preſumption, is a mere ninny. The figure of 
the little phyſician made me deſpiſe his. paſſion; 5 


I replied to him ſharply, and he returned it in 
the ſame manner, and immediately we came to 


filty-cuffs. We had time to give one another 
ſome blows, and:pluck out a handful of hair; be- 
fore the grocer and his relations could ſeparate 
us; which when they had done, they paid 
me for my viſit, and retained my antagoniſt, | 


who IEEE: to them to be more Fon lan FRG: : 


me. 
After this adventure, juſl kuck aide bid 
like to have happened: for going to viſit a fat 
quiriſter, who was ill of a fever, as ſoon as he 
heard me mention hot water, he fell into a paſ+ 
fron at the ſpecific, and curſed me for my pre- 
ſcription. He called me a thouſand names and 
even threatned to throw me out of the window. 
I. went quicker out of the houſe than I came in, 


and as I had no intention of viſiting any more 
Patients that day, I* betook- myſelf to the place 


which Fabricio and I had fixed on for our meet- 


ing. He was already there, and as we'were both *_ 


in a Kibidg humour, we ſoon got merry, in 
which condition we went home to out matters. 
Dignior Sangrado did not perceive my being 


drunk, becauſe I recounted to him the ſtory of. — 


my quarrel with Cuchillo with fo much action, 


| 99 be took my vivacity for an effect of eine 


* 8. 5 which. 


89 — 
Sha ee = 
==, my PR - + 
ANN 


F Etna" 


_ 
\ m_ * PRES 
l « _ ay 
* "Ps Pr = 4 — — 
- * 133 «<tr. — 
** — A m 7˙ A ABR + 9 , — * yp — 
— — 3 n * * 
. * 


N - 4.4 
© 3. —__ 
— — n 


a 

- n — 
* ot — = 
M 


ara, 


— 
— 22 


: — 
* ä 
we i Sad Y —__ —— 
oy ( 
* DW + - 
> be. we —*; pag ting 
Fo N 8 - 


rr 


In. 
7 * 1 


a SAGE, — 


os) nes. * 


£ a p 0 
* * 7 * 


% Tur HISTORY: 07 


3 had id with me fince our combat. 


\ Beſides, he became himſelf a Party, as he was 
chiefly concerned in the affair; and being 
piqued againſt the little doctor, ſaid, Gil Blas, 


thou haſt done well to defend the honour of 


our remedies againſt that little abortion of the 
b faculty. e pretends that water ſhould not be 
given to people i in the droply, 1 ſuppoſe! Stu- 
pid fellow! I will maintain that it is very pro- 


per. Yes, water, continues he, will cure drop- 


ſies of all ſorts, likewiſe the rheumatiſm and 
jaundice. It is alſo very good in thoſe fevers 


where the patient is cold and warm at the ſame 
time. It is wonderful even in thoſe diſeaſes that 


are imputed to cold ſerous phlegmatic humours. 


This opinion may appear odd to ſuch young phy- 
ficians as Cuchillo; but it is ealily. ſupported in 


good medicine, and if ſuch as he were capable of 
diſputing like philoſophers, in place of decrying 
me, they would Wenn wy molt zealous parti- 


zans. 

. was in ſuch a paſſion that he did not ſul- 
pect that I bad been drinking; for, in order to 
exaſperate bim the more againſt Cuchillo, I had 
thrown in ſome circumſtances of my own inven» 


tion into the ſtory. Nevertheleſs, full as he was 


with what I had told him, he did not fail to per- 
ceive that I drank more water than I uſed to do 
that evening, the wine having made me. very 


thirſty ; but he imagined that 1 was grown fond 


of his aquatics, What is this I ſee, Gil. Blas, 


ſays he, to me ſmiling, I think you have now no 
longer a diſtaſte againſt water. | Thank, God, 


"you 
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thou- now arinkeſt is like e N friend, 


this does not ſurprize me:-1 knew ' very well - 
that thou wouldit accuſtom thyſelf to be fond 
ot it, Sir, ſays I, every thing has its time; 
I. would at this moment give a gallon of wine 
for a pint of water | The doctor was ſo pleaf- 
ed with this anſwer, that he would not loſe 


ſo good an opportunity of enlarging upon the 
excellence of water: he undertook to make a 
new eulogium on it, not like a cold orator, 
but an enthuſlaſt. The taverns in days of old 


were ten thouſand times more eſtimable and 


* 


more innocent than they are at this preſent 


time. People in former times did not meet to 


ſpend their eſtates and ruin their conſtitutions by 


gorging themſelves with wine, but they aſſem- 
bled to amuſe themſelves with a harmleſs con- 


verſation, and with drinking of warm water. We 


cannot enough admire the foreſight of thoſe ma- 


ſters of civil life, who erected public places Where 
water was given to all comers. Wine was ihen 
ſecured in-apothecaries? ſhops, only allowing it 


to be uled by thoſe who had the preſcription of 
the phyſician. What wondertul ſagacity! it is, 
no doubt, added he, owing. to a happy remain of 


that ancient frugality, worthy of the golden age; 


that there ate itill ſome. who drink warm was 


ter unboiled like thee and I, who believe 
they pfeſerve themſelves from and cure all 


diſorders;. for I have obſerved that boiled 


water is lets agreeable, and more heavy 4 to . 
ſtomach. ö 


Mailt. he was ralking 6 fo eloquently, E could 
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ſcarcely forbear laughing; Fa I kept my 
gravity as well as poſh»lez nay, I even entered. 


into the ſentiments of the doctor. I blamed 
the uſe of wine, and lamented: the' condition of 
thoſe people who unhappily were fond of fo per- 


nicious a liquor. As my thirſt was not yet ſuf - 


ficiently quenched, I filled a huge cup with wa» 
ter, and after having drunk again of it, Come, | 


Sir, ſaid I to my maſter, let us take a large 

dravght of this beneficial liquor. Let us revive 
in our houſe the frugality and wiſdom of the an- 
cients, which you regret ſo much. He applauds 
ed my zeal, and exhorted me during a whole 


hour to drink nothing but water To accuſtom 
myſelf to it, I promiſed bim that I would drink 


a large quantity of it every evening; and that I 


might the more eafily keep my promiſe, I went. 
to bed with a reiolution of going. to the public 


houſe every day. 8 
Ide diſagreement I bad with the grocer did 

not prevent me the next day from preſcribing 
bleeding and warm water. As I was coming 
from visiting a poet who had the phrenzy, I met 
an old woman in the ſtreet, who accoſting me, 
aſked if I was a phyſician. I anſwered her that 
I was. Then, ſays ſhe, I moſt humbly entreat 
you to come along with me. My niece was 
taken ill yelte: day and Lam ignorant of her ail- 
ment. | followed the old woman, who conduct- 
ed me to a houſe, and introduced me into a 
chamber pretty well turniſhed, where I found a 
woman in bed. I approaches near her to view 
hers and Was immediately truck with her fea» 


1-4 i; | tures, 


} ' 


6 1 * 1 4 8. 


tures, which when L had Sb a ſhort clin,” - 
J was certain that it was Camilla, who before | 
had played her part ſo well with me. As 
for ber, ſhe did not remember me, either with 
being io. much oppreſſed with ker diſorder, or 
my phyfical dreſs having made ſuch an alteras 
tion in my looks. I took hold of her hand, 
in order to feel her pulſe, and: perceived my 
ring upon her finger. I was glad to ſee R 
treaſure which I bad ſo much right to ſeize, 
and had a great deſite immediately to make an 
effort to retake it, but thinking that theſe wo» 
men might make a noiſe, and Don Raphael 
or ſome other defender of the fair ſex come 
to their aſſiſtance, I touk care not to yield to 
the temptation, and thought it would be bet=/ 
ter to diſſemble, and take Fabricio's' advice 
thereupon. I determined upon this laft reſo- 
lution. In the mean time the old woman ur 
ged me to inform her about her niece's dif- 
order. 1 was not fool enough to confeſs that 
] did not know, but, on the contrary, af I 
0 fecting to be capable of it, ſaid gravely, in 
imitation of my maller Signior Sangrado, that 
the patient's illnets was owing to a want of per- 
ſpiration; that ſhe muſt be immediately bled, 
evacuattion being the only ſubſtitute of tan pi - 
ration. I alio preſeribed her warm N N 
every thing according to our tules. regs 
Having greatly ſhortened my viſits Ki went a- 
way to find Fabrieio, whom 1 met at the door, 
going on an errand for his maller. I related to 
om * ncw adventures” and aſked him if be 
LD _—_— 5 
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thought it proper that I mould cauſe Camilla to 
be apprehended by the magiſtrates No, fays 
be, by no means, that will not be the way to re- 
cover thy ring again. Thoſe ſort of people hate 
to make reſtitutions. Do you remember the 
Priſon of Aſto ga, what became of your horſe; 
cloaths, and money? Did they not keep all ? 
We muſt rather make uſe of our own (induſtry 
to get thy diamond again. I will contrive'fome 
ſtratagem for that purpoſe; and wall conſider of 
it in my way to the hoſpital, Where I have a 
mort meſſage to the purveyor from my ma- 
| fer. Go to the tavern, and be not impa- 
tient, for in a _— mort time 1 will 18 8 ou 
Ben” of | 
However, I had: wakted three dons at the ren - 
; F498 before he came. He was fo- diſguiſed 
'_ that] did not know him at firſt; tor beſides 
changing his habit, and tying up As hair, half 
of his face was covered with a falſe muſtacio; 
He had provided bimſelf with a great fword, the 
hilt of which was at leaſt three feet in ci cum. 
ference, and marched at the head of ftwe men; 
wearing alſo raprers and thick muſtachios, and 
ſeemed as reſolute as himſel#. Signior Gil Blas, . 
your ſervant, ſays he accoſting me; you ſee an 
'alguazil of a new make, and theſe brave people 
who accompany- me are ſerjeants of the ſame 
(|; ſtamp: take us to the woman who has ſtolen 
your diamond, and be aſſured that we will pres: YN 
1 ſently make her reſtore it. At this diſcourſe I. 
bil embraced Fabricio, who informed me of the ſtra» _. | 
Atem he intended to uſe for me, and a Wo 
2+ | $7 him 
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* that 1 approved highly. of the expedient | 
| which he had contrived to put in execution for 
me. 1 alſo. ſaluted the counterfeit lerjeauttñ 
who were two barber's boys, and three valets f 
his acquaintance, whom he bad engaged for that 
purpoſe. I ordered wine to be brought, that the 1 
brigade might drink, and we went all together” "i 
immediately to Camilla? „ where we arrived juſt 
about twilight. We knocked at the door, Which 
we found thut : the old woman cainie to open it, 
and taking my attendants tor officers, Who ne- 
ver came there without a cauie, was greatly af» 
frighted. Do not be afraid, good mother, ſays. 
Fabricio to her, we are only come here about a 
| ſwall affair, which will ſoon be determined. At- 
theſe words we advanced, and entered the fick 
perſon's chamber, conducted by the old woman, 
who walked before us, lighting us along with a 
candle in a ſilver eandleſtick.. 1 took the can» . 
dle in my hand, and went to the bed/fide, and 
letting Camilla tee my face, ſaid, Freacherous 
woman, behold the too ciedulous Gil Blas, 
whom you bave cheated, Ah! wretch, have! 
met with you at lat? 'The corregidor has re. 
ceived my complaint, and has ordered this algua - 
21] to arreſt you. Come, Mr. Officer, ſays I to 
Fab: icio, do your duty.“ Tpere is no occalion, 
anſwered he, raifing his voice, to put me in 
mind of doing that. i will take hold ot that 
crcature there, I have had her name down in 
my memorandum-book with red letters. Riſe, 
Madam, added he, make halte to put on your 
cloarhs; 3 I will berg you as an uther, and 
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eonduct you to the oy Jail, it it beagrprable' to 
Fou 

| 16 Camilla, Gel as W 06 os As ſhe heard: 
theſe words, and perceived that the two ſer- 
jeants with great whiſkers were preparing io take 
her out of bed by force, raiſed herfelf up, claſp- 
ing her hands in a ſuppliant manner, and looks 
ing at me with terror deſcribed in her counte» 
nance, Signior Gil Blas, ſaid the, have con paſ- 
| Gon on me, I intreat you by the chaſte mother 
to whom you owe your birth. Although I am. 
very culpable, I am yet more ' unhappy. I will 


reſtore you your ring, therefore do: not ruin. _ 


me. After ſhe had thus ſpoke, ſhe took the ring 
off her finger, and gave it to me. But I an- 
ſwered, that I would not be content with my- 
ring alone, that ſhe muſt alſo reſtore me the 
thouſand ducats which ſhe bad ſtolen from me 
in my furniſhed lodging. Ch! Signior, ſaid 
ſhe, do not demand them of me; the traitor 
Don Raphael to.k them away that very night, 
and I have never ſeen him ſince. My little dar- 
ling, ſaid Fabricio, deſt thou think a bare pre- 
tence that thou haſt not the ſpoil is tufficient to 
Clear thee? You will not get off fo,” | affure 
you HI is :ufficient as you arc one of Don Ra- 
phac!'s accomplices, that you give an account of 
your pait life. You have, no doubt, many things 
on your conſcience z. you will pleaſe therefore to 
come to priion, and there make a general con- 
ſeſſion. I will alſo take there, continued he, 
this good old woman, for I judge that ſhe 
knows, a number of curious tories, which- 
1 7 Monficur - 


5 8 


6 11 5 LAS. ny 
Monſieur the ee. ww not DO forry 0 


bear. 


The two women at * words did wha 40 . 


could to ſoften us; they filled the chamber with 
cries and lamentations. While the old woman 
was on her knees, one while before the alguazily 


and another before his attendants, endeavouring 


to move their compaſſion, Camilla, in the moſt 
affectionate manner, begged me to ſave her from 


the hands df Juſtice. 1 feigned to relent. Mr. 


Officer, ſaid 4 to the ſon of Nunnez, I am con- 
tent, ſince I have got my ring. I do not 580 


that you ſhould put this woman to any further © 


trouble, and would not be the death of a ſinner. 
Do not tell me of your hamanity, teplied he, 1 
have ſomething elſe to think of ; I muſt acquit 


myſelf of my commiſſion. I was expreſly order» 


ed to apprehend thele wretches, for Monfieur the 
corregidor wants to make examples of them. For 


heaven's ſake, ſays I, bave ſome regard t ] 


prayer, and relax yourtelf a little in your duty in 
favour of the preſent which theſe ladies will of⸗ 

fer you. Oh! that is another affair, ſaid he ; 
that is a figure of rhetoric which is well placed. 


Come, let us ſee what they will give me. I | 
have, ſays Camilla, a peatl necklace, and two. 


ear rings worth a good deal. Yes, but, ſaid ne 
interrupting her, it they come from the Philip» 
pine iſlands, I will have nothing to do with 
them. You may be certain they are right, ſaid 
ſhe, I warrant they are genuine. At the ſame 
time ſhe deſited the old woman to bring a little 
ha out of which ſhe took the necklace and ear - 

rings, 


a 


— 
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rings, and gave them both to the alguazil. An 
though he was not a better judge of rubies than 
myſelf, he did not in the leaſt doubt but that the 
* | diamonds which the ear rings were made o were 
genuine, as well as the peatls of the necklace. 
| After having conſidered them attentively, he 
. faid, They appear pretty good, and if you will 
| add the filver candleſtick which Gil Blas has in 
bis hand, | will not anſwer for my fidelity. LL 
do not think, ſaid I to Camilla, that you will 
break off ſo-advantageous an accommodation for 
atrifle. As ſoon as 1 had pronounced theſe 
words, I took the candle out, and delivered the 
candleſtick to Fabricio, who being contented 
with what he had got, perhaps becauſe he did 
not perceive any thing more in the room which 
could eaſily be carried off, ſaid to the women, 
Farewel, be eaſy, | will fpeak to the corregidor,. 
and repreſent you to him whiter than ſnow. We 
know:how-to turn things as we chule, and ne- 
ver make faithful reports, but when we are under 
uo temptation to make falſe ones. 
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The Concluſion of the Recovery of the Ring. Git 
Blas abandons Phyjic, and goes from Valladelid. 
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ed, we left Camilla's houſe, applauding our- 
ſelves lor the-ſnecels, which was beyond out ex- 


pectatic a, 
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peQtation, for we reckoned upon nothing but the 

ring. However, we took the reſt as we could 
get it, and inſtead of making a ſcruple of having 

robbed the courtezans, we thought we had done 
a meritorious action. When we had got into 
the ſtreet, Fabricio ſays to us, Gentlemen, I am 
of opinion that the beſt thing is to go back to 
the tavern;.and be jovial all night. To mor- 
row we will diſpoſe of the ear - rings, necklace, 
and candleſtick, and divide the money amongſt. 
us like brothers, after Which each of us ſhall re- 
turn home, and make as good an excuſe as po- 
fible to our maſters. The alguazil's propolal ap- 
peared to be very [judicious to us: we returned 
to the tavern, ſome thinking that they could ea- 
fily contrive an excuſe ſor being out all nighs, 
and others not caring n their makers: turn | 
ed them off or not. 
We made them get wake a , Fe a - 
fat down with as much. appetite as goed, hu» 
mour. We were very agreeable all the while, 
and particulariy Fabricio, who knew how to keep 

up converſation, and entertained the whole com- 
| pany... Lhere eteaped him innumerable ſttokes 
of. Caſtilian wit, equal to the ancient Attic.. 
But while we were in the midſt. of our mirth, 
all on a ſudden our joy was diſturbed by an un- 
foreſeen event. While we were at ſupper, a: 

man of a preity good appearance entered the 

room, attended by two others of a very bad a- 

ſpect. After theſe three others appeared; and 
we reckoned no leſs than twelve who entered in 
A wn Manner, armed, wich carhines, ſwords, and 
1 bazonets. 


— 
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' bayonets.. We ſoon ſaw that „ were the 
watch, and it was not difficult to gueſs what they 


were come about. We had a deſigu at firſt to 
reſiſt, but they inftantly ſurrounded us, and kept 
us in awe, as well in reſpect to their number as 
fire-arms. Gentlemen, ſays the commander of 
them with a bantering air, I know by what an 
Ingenious artifice you have lately taken a ring 
from a certain ſhe - adventure: it was excellent- 
Iy done, and deſerves a public recompenſe, which 
you will no doubt meet with. Juſtice, who has 
Provided a lodging for you in her own houſe, 
will not fail to recompenſe you for ſuch a fine 


effort of genius. All thoſe to whom this dif- 


courſe was addreſſed were very much diſconcert- 


ed. We changed colour, and were poffefled in 


our turn with the ſame fear with which we had 
inſpired Camilla. Fabricio however, although he 
ked pale and diſmayed, wanted to juſtify what 
we had done. Signior, faid he, we had no bad 


intention, and conſequently ought to be pardon». 


ed for this little trick. What the devil! re- 


plwied the captain in a paſſion, do you call this a 


little trick? Do not you know that it is a hang- 
ing affair? For be ſides that it is not allowed to 
any one to take juſtice for himſelf, you have car- 
ried off a necklace, candleſtick, and dia mond ear 
rings, which were not your own; and what is 
ſtill worſe, in order to accompliſh: the robbery, 
you diſguiſed yourſelves like ferjeants. tate 
als ! to appear like honeſt men to do miſchief, 
I ſhall think you very happy, if you get off withs 


out b hanged. Wen he had made us un- 


deritand: | 
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Lerſtand that it was à more ſerious affair thas we 
imagined it to be, we fell at his feet, and beg- 
ged him to have compaſſion on our reer but 
be would not regard our intreaties. He reject- 
ed the propoſal we made to give bim the ear- 
rings, candleſtick, and necklace, He eyen would 


not accept of my ring, perhaps becauſe it was 
offered in compeny. In ſhort, he was quite in- 
exorable; he made my companions be diſarmed, 
and carried us all to the city jail. As they 


were conducting us thither, one of his fer- 
jeants informed me that the old woman who 
lived with Camilla, having ſuſpected us not 
to be the real officers belonging to the court 
of Juſtice, had followed us to the tavern, and 


her ſuſpicions being there confirmed, in order to 


be revenged of us, ſhe een Wan engen of 
the watch of the whole affair. 


They immediately ſtript us ef every hi 
and: the ear-rings, candleſtick, and necklace went 


among the reſt. 'Fhey took from me alſo” my 


ng, together with the; ruby of the Philippine 
ifdan.is, which I unluckily had in my pocket. 


Nay, they did not fo much as leave me the reals 
which. I had received that day by my preſerip- 


tions: which proved to me that the officers of 
juſtice at Valladolid were as expert in their of- 


fice as thoſe at Aſtorga, and that the behaviour 


oi theſe gentlemen was pretty uniform. Whilſt 


they (tripped! me of my money and jewels, the 


oikcer of the watch related our adventure to the 
magiſtrates 3 and the affair appeared to them fo 


extraordinary, that ihe generality of them thought 
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wie deſerved the moſt fevere puniſhment. Others 


more tender-hearted, imagined that we might 


eome off for two hundred laſhes, and a few years 
ſervice at fea. We were locked: up in a dungeon, 


until the corregidor fhould think proper to de- 
cide our affair, We lay there upon ſtraw, which 
was not ſo well ſtrewed as that in a ſtable in 
which horſes are littered. We might have ſtaid 


there long enough, and never have come out but 


to have gone to the galleys, if Signior Manuel 
Ordonnez had not heard our affair mentioned, 
and determined to get Fabricio out of priſon, 


"which he could not do without obtaining an en- 


largement for us all, He was a man greatly e- 
ſteemed-in the city, and was not ſparing of ſoli · 
citations; what by his own credit, and that of 


his friends, be ſet us at liberty at the end of 
three days. But we did not come out of 
the place as we entered ; the candleſtick, ear- 


rings, necklace, and ruby were all detained 


there. This made me cemember thoſe ver- 


ſes of Virgil which. TONY with n v0 non 
wobis, & c. N W927 2.01 5 

As ſoon as we were at Aiberty:n we went peck 
to our maſters. I was kindly received by doc- 


tor Sangrado. My poor Gil Blas, ſays he to me, 


8 I did not hear of thy diſgrace before this morn- 


ing, and was juſt going to ſolicit vigorouſly for 
thee. . Thou muſt comfort thyſelf for this acci- 


dent, my friend, and attach thyſelf more than 
ever to phyſic. I anſwered that I deſigned to do 
ſo, and indeed 1 thought of nothing elſe, Law. 


lead of our buſineſs being ſlack, it happened, as 
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| 3 had ſo happily en that dis bad 
abundance of patients, owing to the ſmall-pox 


and putrid fever reigning in the city-and-ſuburbs. 
All the pbyßcians in Valladolid bad plenty of 


practice, and we in particular... We viſited each 
of us eight or ten patients every day: conſe- 
quently there was à great deal of blood taken, 


and much water drank. But I cannot tell how 


it happened, they all died; their diſtempers were 
either incurable, or we treated them very badly. 
We ſeldom viſited the ſame patient thrice- At 
the ſecond we learned that. he was either going 
to be buried, or was juſt a dying. As 1 was 


but a young phyſician, and not enough harden» 
ed for murders, I was afflicted at ſo many events, 


which might be imputed to me. Sir; ſaid I one 
day to Doctor Sangrado, 1take beaven to witneſs 
that I bave: exactly followed your method, and 
yet all my patients die. One would imagine 


that they took pleaſure in dying to diſcredit our 


practice; I met two this afternoon} carrying to 


the grave. Child, ſays he, 4 could tell thee al- 
mot the lame thing I have not often the ſatisfac» 
tion of curing the people who fall into my hands, 


and it I was not very certain of the principles 
which 1 follow, 1 would think that my reme- 
dies were contrary. to almoſt all the diſeaſes 


which I have treated. If you will take my ad- 


vice, Sir, ſaid I, we will alter our method, aud 
give out patients ſome chymical preparations out 
of curiolity. The worſt that can happen is that 
they will produce, the fame effect as our bleed- 
ings and hot warn 1 would vile make a 
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trial, A= he, if it would not produce a bad com 
ſequence; ; but I have publiſhed a book, v here · 
in I have boaſted of the frequent bleeding! and 
drinking of hot water, and (you® would not cer 


tainly have me decry my own work. You are 
in the right, faid I, you mutt not give your e- 
nemies an opportunity to triumph over you. 
They will ſay that you have allowed yourſelf to be 
undeceived They will ruin your reputation, 
- therefore rather let the people, nobility and clers 
gy periſh, and we will go on in our old cuſ- 
tom. After all, notwithſtanding: the averſion - 
which our-brethren have for bleeding, they 
perform no greater miracles than we, and 
1 think their e are lietle better than our oy 


We therefore boning our old bodies, 8 


proceeded in it, in ſuch a manner, that in leſs 


than ſix weeks we made as many orphans and 


widows as the ſiege of Troy. There was ſuch: 
a number of funerals, that one would have ima- 


gined the plague was in Valladolid. Fathers 
were continually coming to our houſe, demand- 
ing an account of their ſons whom we had rob- 
bed them of, or uncles to upbraid us with their 
nephews deaths. As for the ſons and nephews 
whoſe: fathers and uncles fared the worſe for our 
medicines,' they never appeared to complain. 
'The huſbands were alſo very diſcteet, they did' 
not come to ſcold us for the Joſs of their wives. 
Ihe aflicted: perſons-whoſe reproaches it was ne» 
cellary to bear were ſometimes very outrageous: 


in their Stief, and called us blockhcads and aſ- 


a wa ; labs. 
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faſſins. They did not ſpare me in particular. 1 
was moved with their epithets; but my maſter, 


who had been accuſtomed to it, was not at all 


out of humour I might perhaps in time have 

uſed myſelf to them as well as he, if heaven, 
_ doubtleſs to t:ke away one of the moſt ' ſevere 
ſcourges of the ſick people at Valladolid, had not 


given me a 1 to ben W 1 nn ſo 
_ unſucceſsfully. pF 


. 


There 8 to be a tennis: court near out 


| 1 5 where the idle people in the city daily af- 
ſembled, and among the reſt was one who ſet up 


for judge and buily of the place. He was of Bif- 
cay, and his name Don Rodriguez de Mondra- 


gon. He appeared to be about thirty, not very 


tall, but lean, ſparkling and ſtrong; beſides two 


ſmall eyes, which tolled in his head, and threatned 


every body be looked at; a flat noſe, which 
hung over a red muſtachio, that curled to his 


very temples; he had iuch a rough and paf- 
ſionate way of ſpeaking; that he frigh tened every 
body. This bully had made 'himfſelf tyrant of 
the tennis-court, He judged imperioufly of all 


the diſputes that happened amongſt the players, 


and there was no appealing from his judgment, 
unleſs one wanted to run the riik of a challenge. 


Such a one as I have juſt deſcribed was this 


Signior Don Rodriguez, who, notwithſtanding 


he put a Don to his name, was no better than 


a butcher, who had gained the affection of the 


miltreſs of the tennis- court. She was a widow _ 
about forty years of age, rich, and pretty agreea- 5 
. Her buſband had been dead about fiſteen 
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months. I cannot think how ſhe could be fon 
of this bully, certainly it could not be for his 
beauty; ſhe muſt have ſeen ſomething in him 
which nobody elſe did. Be it as it well, the had 
a paſſion for him, and determined to marty him. 
But in the time that the was preparing to con- 
ſummate that affair, ſhe fell ill, and unhappily 
for her I became ber phyſician. Af her diſorder 
had not been a malignant fever, my preſcriptions 
were fulacient to makè mit one, Fo that I filled the 
tennis court with mourning in four days. The 
-railtreſs of it went the ſame way I ſent all my 
Patients, and her relations taok poſſeſſion of ber 
ellate. Don Rodriguez, in deſpair for the loſs 
of his miſtreſs, or rather in the eàpectation of ſo 
advantageous a match, did not content "himſelf 
with throwing his fire and flames at me, but 
iwore, that as ſoon as he met with me, be 
would run me through the body. A charitable 
neighbour informed me of his oath, and adviſed 
me not to go from home, for fear of meeting 
ith this deviliſh man. This advice, although 
4 bad no deſire to neglect it, filled me with 
trouble and fear ; 1 continually imagined that I 
law the_ſurious Biſcayen enter our houſe, and 
could not be a moment at teſt. L his gave me 
a diſtaſte again phyſic, and I thought of no- 
thing but freeing myſelf ot my uneaſineſs. 1 
put on my embroidered coat again, and after 
baving bid adieu to my maſter, 'who could not 
retain me, I departed from the city at the break 
_ of day, not without being afraid of ele bas. 
Von Roarngucz in my way. 
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Nhat Noad be took -when he ſet out from Fal- 


ladolid, and . __ he ann on a 


Road 8 3 e 


N 


Walked. As a us. cbs Abs Ore 


full of him, that I felt my heart every moment 


throb with fear; however, when I had gone a- 


bout a league, I plucked up my courage, and 


continued my journey at an eaſier rate towards 
Madrid, where I intended to go. I ſhould have 
leſt Valladolid without regret, had it not been 


for the leaving Fabricio, my dear Pylades, 
whom I had not had an oppertunity of bidding 
fare wel. I was not in the leaſt ſorry. for having 


renounced phyſic; on the contrary: L aſked par: 5 


don of God for having practiſed. it at all. I did 


not fail however to count with pleaſure the ma- 
ney I had in my pocket, though it was theiſalas 


ry for my murders. I reſembled thoſe women 


who ceaſe to be libertines, but always keep the ; Wn 
money they have made by it. I had reals pretty + 


near to the value of aye moans, © That was all 


riches, + I promiſed myſelf that that would e 
me to Madrid, where I did not doubt of getting 
2 good place. Beſides, I had a great deſice of 


being in that ſuperb city, which I had heard fo. 


much boaſted, as. being. an Fung w_ all the: J 


ere 7 in the world. 71 204555000 


= i: While 


ing bebind me to ſee if this terrible Biſcayen . 
was not following me. My imagination was ſo 
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While I was meditating on Sha I had heard 
of it, and amuſing myſelf with the pteaſures I 
mould find there, I heard the voice of a man 


finging, coming behind me. He had. a knap-⸗ 


ſack on his back, a guitar hanging about his 
neck, and a long ſword by his fide. He went 
ſo quick, that he ſoon joined me. It was one 


of the journeymen barbers who bad been in pri- 


ſon with me, about the adventure of the ring. 
Notwithſtanding the change of dreſs, we imme- 
diately knew one another, and were amazed to 
meet ſo unexpectedly. I teſtified to him bow 


glad T was of having him for a companion on the | 


road, and on his fide he appeared to be pleaſed 
with ſeeing me ag in. I informed him why I 
bad abandoned Valladolid, and he on his part 
told me that he had a quarrel with his maſter, 
and that they had reciprocally bid one another an 
eternal adieu. If I had choſe, added he, to have 
ſtaid at Valladolid any longer, I could have 
had the choice of ten ſhops, for I may fay with= 
out vanity, that there is not a barber in Spain 
who can handle a razor or curl a muſtachio bet- 

ter than me. But I could not refiit the great 


defire I had of returning to my own country, 
from whence I have been abſent ten years. I 


want to breathe my native air a little, and 


know in what fituation my relations are, I 


will be wich them in two days, for they live 
at Olmedo, a de Wage on this fide of Se- 
govia. 


con weniencs 
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> Þ n to accompany ho hin berg FT 
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convenience to convey myſelf to Madeid. He 
we continued our journey, we talked of indiſter⸗ 
ent things. He was a good-humoured young - 
man, and very witty; after we had had an hour's 
converſation, he aſked me if I was not hungry, 
l anſwered, that he ſhould ſee that at the firſt 
inn we came to. Let us not wait for that, ſays 
i I have ſomething in my budget to breakfaſt 
- When I travel I always take care to lay in 

1 of proviſions; I do not load. myſelf with 
ſuch uſeleſs baggage as cloaths aud linen; I put 
nothing in it but razors, waſh balls, and provi- 
gons for the mouth. 1 praifed his prudence, 
and conſented to do as be propoſed. I was ve» 
ry bungry,, and determined to make a good mea! 
on my comrade's cargo, after what he had faid  _ 
of it. We went a little out of the bigbway, in 1 
2 to fit upon the grafs, where my friend gn 

the barber pu] d out his provender, which n 
üſted of five or flix önions, and a few cruſts: of 
bread and cheeſe; but what he valued himſelf 
on was a ſmall bottle full, zs he ſaid, of fine 
wine. Though our entertainment was not very 
delicate, we were both of us Wr bungrys © © 
which made us reliſh. it rery well!. We emptie D 9 
ed the bottle, which held about b . 
did not contain any thing worth boaſting ſo 
much of. After we had thus breakfaſted we 
got up, and pcoceeded on our journey with good 
good ſpirits, Fabticio had informed the barber 
that l had met wich many ſtrange adventures, and 
he wanted to hear them from myſelf; +: thought 
Fanal. not refuſe & perſon any thing who had 
. „„ treated 
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treated me ſo. well; I fatisfied his rortolity, and 
defired him to oblige me with the hiſtory of his 
life. My biſtory, ſays be, is not worth relating; 
it contains nothing but plain facts. Neverthe- 
leſs, ſince we have nothing better to diſcourſe of, 
I will relate it to you Tuch 3 as It is. "Bo laying 


be thus bee | 


| e 0 eee 


Cc H N P. vn. 
27 The 2 of the Journeyman Barber... 


* es, Thea Perez de la ra- 
enta (I love to trace things from the be- 


ginning) aftet having been fifty years a barber in 
the village of Olmedo, died, leaving behind him 


four ſons. The eldeſt, named Nicolas, took 
poſſeſſion of his ſhop, and ſucceeded him in his 
profeſſion. Bertrand, who was the ſecond, 


wanting to have a trade, became a mercer. Tho- 


mas, the third, became a ſchool-maſter, and as 


for the fourth, whoſe name was Pedro, who had 
a genius for the belles lettres, he fold a ſmall 


piece of land which he had, and went to live at 
Madrid. The three other brothers did not ſe- 


patate, they remained at Olmedo, and married 
huſbandmen's daughter, who did not bring them 
much money, but inſtead of that bleſſed them 


with plenty of children. They ſeemingly out- 


vied one another in getting them. My mother, 


who was wiſe of the barber, in five years after 
e N i: ber 


„ 45 "Y B L A 8. . 151 : 


her marriage mobs ſix into hs world. I was 
one of the number. My father taught me to 
| ſhave when I was very young, and when I was 
fiiteen years of age, he put this knapſack on my 
ſhoulders, and a long ſword. to my ide, and ſaid 
to me, Go, Diego, thou art now in a condition 
to get thy bread 3 go and ſee the country, it. wu .. - 
teach thee thy buſineſs better than ſtaying at 
home, and return not till thou baſt made the +- 
tour of Spain. Let me not ſo much as hear thee 
named till thou haſt done that. As ſoon as he 
had ſaid theſe words, he embraced mY turn- 
ed me out of the houſe. 2 | 
Such was the parting I had em my 1 
As for my mother, who was not quite ſo rude in 
her behaviour, ſhe appeared ſorry at my depar- 
ture; the tears trickled down her cheeks, and 
the flipt a ducat into my hand. I thus ſet off 
from Olmedo, and took the road to Segovia, | 7 oy 
had not gone far, before I ſtopt to examinę my 
knaplack; I had a great deſite to {ce the contents 
of it, and know. exactly what I. was in poll:ſian 3 
of. I found a rezar- -caſe in it, with two-razars, - 2M 
which ſeemed to have ſhaved ten generations, it 
was ſo much worn, a leather to ſet them upon, 
and a bit of ſoap. There was like wiſe a new 
convas ſhirt and an old pair of ſhoes, which had 
been my father's, and what gave me more pleav 
ſure than all the reſt, twenty reals wrapt up in an 
old linen rag. This was my ſtock; by. which 
you may judge that Mr. Nicolas Gy. bather re- 
lied very much on my dexterity, ſince de gas 
me fo ſmall a ſtock ot every thing. Neverthe- Go 
i G. 4. 8 3 
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ces would be inexhauſtible e, and continued my 
journey, tranſported with joy, every now and then 
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leſs, the poſſeſſion of one ducat and twenty reals 


eannot fail pleaſing a young man who had ne- 
I thought my finan- 


looking at the ſword which hung at my fide, and 
was ſometimes like to overturn me by setting 


between my legs. 


1 gor to Antiaquines that night, very bungry ; 
1 lodged at an inn, and{ with an air of authority, 


as if 1 had been a pet ſon of fortune, ordered ſup- 


per. Aſter my landlord had viewed me fome 
time, and obſerved what ſort of a perſon be 
had to deal with, he ſaid, Young gentleman, 
you ſhall be pleaſed, and uſed like a prince. He 


then ſthewed me into a little room, where 1 had 


about half an hour after an old cabbit brought 
me, which I do not in the leaſt doubt had been 
the mother of many that had been ragouts laſt 
year. This excellent diſh was accompanied with 
ſome wine, ſo good, as he ſaid, that the king 
could not drink better. However, I perceived it 


was very four, notwithſtanding he praiſed it fo 


much ; but I ſwallowed it as greedily as I did 
the rabbit, which went down in whole pieces, 


being too tough to be diſpatched by the teeth. 


To compleat my treatment like a prince, I was 


ö conducted to a bed more ſuitable to keep a man 

awake than aſleep. As ſhort as I was myſelf, 1 
could not ftretch out my legs, it was ſo ſhort. 
Beſides, it had only a bad flock bed inſtead of a 


feather bed, and was covered with a donbled 


3 


1 n ſince it had been laſt waſhed bad 
8 ſerved. 


bi 


ö 1 
4 > 
* 5 » 
. e , 
47 4 
EY 1 


38 * n RA 3 


ſerved a hundred different travellets“ © Never= 
theleſs, thanks to my youth and conſtitution,” I 
ſlept ſoundly all night, notwithſtanding I had eat 
fo heartily of the old coney, and drank ſo AS 
of the delicious wine my landlord boaſted of. 
The next day, after I had breakfalted, and 
paid well for my good cheer, I proceeded on my 
journey, and got ſafely to Segovia, and had the 
good luck on my firſt arrival to be employed in a 
ſhop for my board and lodging. Tonly ſtayed here 
fx months; I was ſeduced: by a journeyman - 
barber with whom I was acquainted, who want» 
ed to ſee Madrid, and we ſet off together for 
that eity. I eaſily got a place there on the ſame 
terms as at Segovia It was a much-frequented 
ſhop, being ſituated near the church of St. Creſs 
and the prince's theatre My maſter's two jours 
neymen and I were ſcarce ſufficient to ſhave: 
them. TI ſaw people of ail ranks, and among 
others authors and players. One day two of the? 
former happening to be together in our ſhop, be. 
gan to talk of the poetry and poets ofthe time; 
and hearing my uncle's name mentioned, Elite 4 
ened more attentively to what they faid.. Don Juan 5 1 
de Zavaleta, ſaid one of them, is, in my opini⸗ | 
on, an author whom the public ought' to take 
no notice of ; he is without boch fire and fancy, 
his laſt piece is intolerable. And pray, ſaid 
3 the other; what is Louis Vellez de Guevara 
_—_ worth? did any body ever ſee ſuch ſtuff? 
= They then mentioned a number of other poets, 
whoſe names I have forgotten. I only mind 3 
that V ſpoke —— of them all e- 
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cept my uncle, of whom they made honourable 


mention, and agreed that he was a man of 


merit. Yes, Don Pedro de la Fuenta is an 


excellent author, ſays one of them. There is a 


great deal of pleaſantry in his works, which 
makes them agreeably ſatyrical. I am not ſur- 


prized that both the court and town are fond of 


him, and that he has ſeveral ſalaries from the 
* grandees. tHe has got a good parcel of money 


from them. He lives with the duke de Me- 


dina Celi. He eee e and muſt ha | 
| mw 4 5 


I took care not to loſe A mord of what the TEN 


aig of my uncle'/; we bad heard at home; that he 


made a noiſe in Madrid by his writingsz ſome 


people who travelled thro? Ulmedo informed us 
of it; but as we had never heard from him, 
and as he ſeemed to be eaſy about us, we were 
. as indifferent about him. I determined hows 
ever not to let flip ſuch an opportunity, but to 
make myſeli known to him, as ſoon as I heard 
that he was in good circumſtances, and knew 
where he lived. One thing a little perplexed 


me, the authors called him Don Pedro. This 


Don gave me ſome uneaſineſs. I was afraid 


3t might not be my uncle, but ſome other poet. 
Nevertheleſs I was reſolved to go and ſee whe- 
ther it was him or not: 1 did not know but he 


might have become a gentleman as well as a wit. 


For this intent, I dreſſed myſelf one morning as 


well as poſſible, and, with my malter's permiſſi - 


on, ** to ice him, not a little proud of 


being the nephew of a perſon who had by 


bis 
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dis genius got ſuch a reputation, Barbers of 
all people in the world ate not the leaſt ſuſcep- 
tibie of vanity, therefore | began to conceive a 
great opinion ot myſelf, and walking wich an 
baughty air, enquired where the duke de Me- 
dina Celi lived. When I came to the gate 1 
told the porter that I wanted to ſpeak - with Don 
Pedro de la Fuenta, As ſoon as the porter 
' heard him named, he pointed to a little faire 
caſe at the further end of a court, and ſaid, Go 
up thoſe ſtairs; and knock at the firſt a, on 
the right hand. f did as he ordered me, and a 
young man coming out, I aſked him, it Signior 
Don Pedro de la Fuenta lodged there? Yes, an- 
ſwered he, but he cannot be ſpoke with at pre- 
ſent 1 should be glad to ſpeak with him, ſaid 
1, becauſe I bring him news from his friends. 1 
could not, replied he, at preſent introduce you 
to him, altho' you brought him news from the 
Pope, for he is png and when that is the 
cale, one muſt have a care of diſturbing him; 
he cannot be ſeen till noon, ſo that 1 a 8⁰ 
and return again at that time. | | 
I went from thence into the city, a; walks. 
ed about, contemplating. on the reception 1 
ſhould have from my uncle, who I thought 
would be very glad to ſee me. I judged ok 
bim by myſelf, and expected that we (hold 
have a very joyful meeting I returned to hie 
lodgings at the appointed time. Lou are come, 
ſaid his valet, in the very nick of time, for my 
matter was juſt going out, Stay a little, aad 1 
will let him know you are here. He left me in 
: G. 60 15 5 the « 


a 


Fe. 
— 


* i fe ——_—_ 
: 2 - — . 
ewe Kat 4s” * Wo ER — . — wa — 2 — 
Der - - ng * g * A * - 
2 2 — — — i > — — 
9 arid - — 2 
2 rr — nn - 5 4 <5. — — = | — 3 — . ” —— — 
— 4 —— > — rn 5 - . * — —— oo" a — — 
T 1g 0d As ne = —__ * ey 7 . > 9 — —— e —— — A > 8 — — — 
: — 1 * — — . ra 4 — . * — — * - gd. att * 
2 T WY * . 2 ” Y ** 4 . * 1 — v LAS 
K 2 r 3 < — p 5 0 
2 . q 2 2 7 
jo IE 4 - < 


2 

* 
. 
1 "2-4 


n 
ON | 
\ 28 
4 
2 


n 0 / 
{a CE ta Are» « 
WY ien — 
F 
* * 


* r oth 
78 ** 2 N N <4 
7 Sans E Ss - 
k, * 
8 
2 


4 v Pr 0 
: * ö 
y * A * SET Tx oy * 
* . . - 2 12 
* 5 
? - 
= C 4 - * 
4 ? 
. ; 
0 


1 . 


* Tus HISTORY Oo 


* anticllamber; and Fan came back 
. ee me to his maſter, who had ſuch 


a reſemblance of our family, that I immediately 


knew him. I thought it was my very uncle 
Thomas, whom I had left at home, he was ſo 
like bim. I with the moſt profound. reſpect 
faluted him, and informed him that I was the 


fon of Mr. Nicolas de la Fuenta, barber at 


Olmedo; that I had been three weeks in Ma- 
drid, following the ſame trade as a journey many 


and that Lintended to make the tour of Spain to 


ia prove myſelf. I perceived my uncle muſed 
while I ſpoke. It was evident that he was con- 
ſidering whether he ſhould diſown me for his 
nephew, or ſhake me off in as. dexterous a 


manner as poſſible. He choſe the latter, and 


aſſecting to ſmile, ſaid, Well, how do thy 
father and uncle do, how does it go with them? 
I then began 10 deſcribe the copious propagation 
of our, ſamily:;; I told him all the children's names, 
both male and female, and acded their godfathers* 


and godmothers? to the liſt, He did not ſeem to 
Intereſt himſelf in what I ſaid, and when 1 had 
ended, Diego, ſaid he, L approve mightily. of thy 


reſolution ot travelling the country to perfect | 


thylelf in thy profethon, and would adviſe thee 
as ſoon as poſſible to leave Madrid;' Ir is a deſ- 


tructive place for youth, chiid, thou wilt be ruis 
ned here, It will be better for thee to go and 
relide in ſome other Cities of the kingdom, where 


people are not ſo corrupt Go then, continued bez 
and when thou art ready to ſet out come to me 


again. Iwill sive thee A piſtole t to bear * expen - 


ces 
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ces thro' Spain. As ſoon a+ he ha aid theſe 
words, he gently: puſhed « me out _ the room, ns 
bid me go home. 

1 had not the ſenſe to ſee hay he wed} me 
removed from Madrid, © I went back . to our ſhop 


and related what had paſſed to my matter, He 
knew ano more of Don Pedro's intention than 1 


did myſelf. I am not of your uncle's way of 
thinking, ſaid he, I think you ſhould rather ſet- 
tle in this city, than run rambling about the on 
try. As he is a quainted with ſo many great 


folks, he can eaßily get you a place in ſome good 


family, and put you in à way to make your for- 
tune. I was pleaſed with this diſcourſe, and in 

two days after returned again to my uncle's, to 
propoſe to him that he ſhould: do his endeavours 
to get me into ſome nobleman's family. But 


he did not at all approve of this propoſal. & 


vain man, who every day dined either with one 
great perſon or other, was not willing that his 
nephew ſhould fit with the ſervants while he di- 
ned with their maſters Little Diego would 
have made Don Pedro bluſh. Therefore he fell 
upon me, and reproved me with a furious look. 
How, you little raſcal, will you quit your trade? 


What idle people have been giving you ſueh per- 
nicious counſel? get from me immediately, and 
never let me ſee thee again, or | will mike thee 
be chaſtiſed as thou deſerveſt "Theſe words con 
founded me, and ſtill more the tone in which _ 
my uncle ſpoke them I withdrew with tears in £ Ee 


my cyes, very much vexed' that he ſhould uſe _ 
me ſo ill. But 2 * "_ TOE L 


8 * wo 8 


1 8 


ihe Tur HI 8 OR'Y or. 


ſdon gave over weeping. 'My grief turned te 
indignation, and I determined to take no further 
notice of this unkind relation, * e 
lived without his afſt{tance. 35 
I now thought of nothing but r myſelf 
| derte in my buſineſs. I was very diligent al 
day, and in the evening amuſed myſelf with lear- 
ning to play on the guitar. My maſter for that 
N inſtrument was an old dignior Eſcudero, whom 
| I ſhaved He ha been formerly a choiriſter in 
1 a Cathedral. His na ne was Marcos d' Obregon: - 
He was a ſage perſon, and had as much wit as 
experience. He was as fond of me as if I bad 
been his own child. He was gentleman-uſher 
En] to a dector's wite who lived near our houſe: 
| When we had done work I went to him every 
night, and we two ſitting on the threſhold of the 
door made a little concert, which was not at all 
 Giſagreeable to thoſe that heard us We pleaſed 
in particular Donna Margellina, the doctor's wife, 
who was accuſtomed to come into the entry te 
hear vs, and ſometimes made us give ber ſome 
encores when any airs pleaſed her. Her buſband 
was as well pleaſed with us as ſhe was He was 
not the leaſt jealous oi her, though he was a Spa» 
niard, and an old man. Heſides, his profeſſion 
took him up wholly ; and as he uied to return 
evety night very weary from viſiting his patients, 
ſo he went early to bed and did not rind our 
ſerenading his wife. It is probable. indeed he 
imagined our mubic was not capable of making 
any dangerous impreſhons upon her, and he con- 
n oo much in his wiſe's conduct to juſpect 
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her. Margellina indeed was young and pretty, 
but withal ſo virtuous, that ſhe would ſcarcely 


allow a man to look at. her. She did not ima : 
gine there was any harm in bearkening to our 


muſic, and we might play or ſing as much we 


thought proper, ſhe was not offended at it. 

As I came one evening to the phyGcian's door, 
intending to play as uſual, I found the old gen» 
tleman-uſher waiting for me. tie took me by 
the hand, and ſaid he wanted to take a walk with 
me before we began our concert. He then led 


me into a. by-ſtreet, where imagining that we 
would be private enough, he in a melancholy tone 
thus ſpoke ; Lon Diego, I have ſome particular 


thing to tell you © My child, I am apprehenfive, 
that we both of us ſhall repent diverting 
ouriclves with ſerenades every night at our maſ- 


ter's door. I have certainly a great regard for 
you. I am pleaſed that I have taught you to 


ling and play on the guitar: but had I toreteen 


the misfortune that threatens us, L would have 


choſen another place for us to practiſe our lefs 


ſons in. I was terrified with this diſcourſe, 


and begged that he would explain himſelt to me; 


for if we are in any danger, I ſhould be glad to 
get out of it as faſt as poſhble, Iwill injorm 


you, ſaid he, what I have to ſay, and then you 
may comprehend the danger we are in. Wen 


I entered into the doctor's ſervice, which was a- 


bout a year ünce, he ſaid to me one mornings 


-Þi<icnting me to his wife, Marcos, this is. your” 
miiireſs ; you are to attend her wherever the 


goes, I was much taken with Donna Margelit= 
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na, I thought ber very baden and was parti 
eularly delighted with her agrecable carriage. 
Signior, ſaid T to the doctor, I am too hap- 
Py in ſerving ſo beautiful a lady. Margelli. 
na was not pleaſed with what I ſaid, and cried: 
in a paſſion, you ate a. pretty fellow indeed, 
you take more upon you than becomes you; 
J will not allow ſuch things to be ſaid to me. 
Such *crve} words from ſo agreeable a per- 
ſon greatly ſurprized me, I could not recon- 
cile them to the ſoftneſs of her air. Her- 
huſband was accuſtomed' to them, and valued: 


bimſelf upon having a wife of ſo rare a cha- 


rater. He told me that bis wiſe was a prodigy- 
of virtue, and ſeing ſhe was putting on her icarf, . 
and making ready to go to church, he ordered: 
me to attend her, No fooner were we got into 
the ſtreet, than, what is not extraordinary in- 
ſuch caſes, ſeveral men ſmitten with Donna Mar- 
gellina's beauty, paid her a great many compli- 
ments as ſhe paſſed along. You cannot think. 
how filly and fooliſh the anſwers were which the 
gave them. | hey were all ſurpriſed, and could 
not think there was a woman in the world who 
was not fond of flattery. Madam, ſaid I to her, * 
do not you hear what theſe gentlemen fay to 
you ? One had better not ſpeak at all than be - 
in a paſſion, No, no, ſays ſhe, I will let theſe 
inſolent fellows fee that I am not a perſon WhO 
will allow them to treat me with difieſpet. In 
ſhort, the was ſo impertinent, that I could not 
avoid informing her of my opinion of it, whether 
the approved of it or not. I repreſented to her 
„„ 1 


ND a» 


in as s eaſy 2 a manner as poſſible, that ſhe-did'noe 
do juſtice to nature, and ruined' a thoufand good 
qualities by ber bad temper; that a polite” good 
natured woman might make herſelf beloved, 
without the aid of beauty, whereas a beautiful 5 
woman would be deſpiſed, if good breeding and 
complaiſance were à wanting. I ſaid à great - 
deal more to htr to the ſame purpoſe, caleulsted 
for the reforming of her behaviour. 1 was © 
frightened that my miſtreſs would have been en- 
1aged at the freedom I took, and that ſne would 
| hav© ſeverely reproved me far it, but ſne bore with 
it, contenting herſelf with not minding m 
tag, or at other times to the ſame purpoſe. 
At laſt Þ grew tired of admoniſhing her in 
_ vain, and lefr ber to the fierceneſs of her nature. 
In be mean while, what do you think ? this ſavage 
diſpoſition, this haughty woman, is quite changs 
ed within theſe two months. She is agreeable 
and cieil to every body; the is not * 
Margellina who anſwered men fo fillity ; © 
now ſays the moſt obliging things is the 2 
She is fond of flattery, and likes to be told that 
ſhe is handſome, and that a man cannot with 
ſafety look at her- One can ſcarcely think how 
ſhe is altered ; and what you ſhould be amazed 
at is, you yourſelf are the reaſon of ſo great a 
miracle: yes, my dear Diego, ſays he, it is you 
who have thus changed Donna Margellina; you 
have converted the tigreſs into a lamb s in ſhort, 
all her thoughts run upon you. I have more = 
than once perceived it, and I am either unac- 
mn with what fort of creatures women are, 


rea nis TOT or 


_ of ſhe is violently in love n you. This, my 
boy, is the bad news 1 have to inform you of, 
and the wouplefome- n we are dalle 
its,. 4,544 
I cannot think, e I to the old de 1 
we have ſo much reaſon to be grieved for this 
affair, or that it is unlucky for me to be admired } 
by a pretty lady Ab, Diego, ſaid he, you talk. | 
like a ſilly young man; you look to nothing but 
the pleaſure, but I I the trouble with which 
it is attended. It will all be diſcovered at laſt. - 
If you proceed finging at our door, you will in- 
flame Margellina ſtill more and more, and perhaps 
at laſt ſne will become ſo weak as to let Dr. Oloro- 
ſo ſee it. I bo' now, becauſe he thinks he has no 
reaſon to be jealous, he appears very complaiſant, 
he will then become furious againſt thee, and re- 
venge himſelf upon her, and in all probability 
neither you nor I may come off well upon this 
occafion. Why, dignior Marcos, ſaid I, your 
reaſons have convinced me, I will follow your- 
advice. We have nothing to do, ſays he, but 
to give over our concerts. Tou muſt not appear 
any more before my miſtreſs, the will be quies 
when ihe does not fee you. Stay at home, and 
I will come to you, and we may play upon the 
guitar, without cunning any hazard. With all 
my heart, replied I, and I promiſe you never 
to come near your houſe again Indeed I deter- 
mined not to ſing at the Doctor's gate again, but 
for the future to keep. cloſe to my ſhop, Sen * 
was ſo dangerous a perſon to be ſeen. ; 
However, in a little time honeſt Marcos 40 : 
| that. 
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that the means he propoſed to extinguiſh; Donna 
Margellina's flame had quite a contrary effect. 
The lady finding that we did not ſing for two 
nights ſucceſſively, aſked him why. we had given 


over our concert, and for what reaſon ſhe did net 


fee me? He anſwered, that I was ſo engaged 
with my buſineſs, that I had not a minute to 
ſpate for. amuſements. She appeauzed. ſatisfied 


with this excuſe, and ſupported my abſence prete 


ty well for three days Jonger, but then at the 
end of that time ſhe loſt all patience, and ſaid 
to her gentleman- uſher, Marcos, you impoſe on 
me, there muſt be ſome other reaſon why Diego 


does not come hither. Inform me what it is, I 


order you, coneeal nothing from me. I found 
a new excuſe for him. Madam, ſaid I, fince 
you will know the truth, I muſt inform you, that 


after we had been playing our concert, it often 
happened that the buttery has been locked up 


when he went home, and he- has been obliged 
to go ſupperleſs to bed, How, ſupperleſs ! cried 


ſhe in a rage. Why did not you inform me of 


this ſooner 4 Poor Fall 80 -e to bim. 
not go home "es leſs, þ (hall alway take care 
to have ſomething reſerved for him here. 
What is this I hear? ſaid the gentleman u- 
ſher, making as if he was amazed at her diſcourſe, 
Heavens | is it you, Madam, that talks after 
this manner? What an alteration is here l How 
long have you been ſo compaſſionate? How long 
replied ſhe very haſtily z ever ſince jou came ins 


to this e or rather ever ance you condemns» 
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ed me for my behaviour. But alas T1 added: ſhe 


with a Janguiſhing look, I have paſſed from on© 


extreme to another; from inſenſible and haugh*® 
ty I am become tender and ſoft, I am fond of 


your young friend Diego, and cannot help it. 
His abſence frengtbens my paſſion inſtead ef 


- weakening it Can it be poſſible, fiys the_old 


man, that a young lad, who is neither pretty nor 


I do not reſemble the reſt of my ſex or elſe you 


. 


genteel, ſhould be the object of ſo violent a pale 
fon ? I would forgive your ſentiments, if they 
had been inſpired by ſome gentleman, a man of 
character. Ah Marcos, interrupted Margellina, 


know not what to make of them, notwithſtanding 
all your experience, if you think that merit deter- 
mines their choice, If I may be allowed to fay 
any thing, they love without conſideration: Love 
is an object of the mind that directs one to an 


object, and in ſpite of all reſiſtance, fixes one to 


it It is a diſtemper that ſeizes us like the mad 


neſs of dogs and other animals. Therefore do 


not repreſent to me that Diego is not worthy of my 


affection. It is ſufficient that I love him, to find a. 
thouſand good qualities in him that you do not 
fee, and perhaps he does not poſſeſs. ' It is ends 
leſs for you to inform me that neither his face 


nor ſhape merit my regard. He appears to me 


fairer than the day, and born on purpoſe to 


charm: Beſides, his voice has a ſweetneſs that 


delights me, and he plays on the guitar, in my 
' opinion, with a grace peculiar to himſelf. © | But, 
Madam, ſaid Marcos, do you think of his condi- 


ticuf that he is——l think. of neun but him; 


5 inter- 
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cn the, and ht ſhould be no ae 


were I even a woman of quality. | | 

The conſequence of this conference was, ed 
the old uſher thinking that there was no appear» | 
ance of gaining any thing by his arguments, 
ceaſed oppoling his miſtreſe's inclination ; as a 
ſkilful pilot yields to a ſtorm which drives him 
from the port Whither be was bound. He did 
more to make his patroneſs contented; he came 
to me, and taking me aſide, informed me what 


had paſſed between him and her. Tou ſee, Di- ; 


ego, ſays he, that we mult continue our concerts 
at Margellina's door. There is a neceſſity for 
it, friend, the lady mult ſee you again, or the will 
commit ſome piece of indiſcretion or other, that 
may hurt her reputation. I told him, that 1 
would-come in the evening with my guitar to 
her houſe, and that he might carry this agreeable 
piece of news to his milireſs, He did ſoz and 
ſhe was delighted to hear it, and impatiently 
waited for the appointed time to 8 me, and 


bearken to my muſic. . 7, 4 RL. 


In the mean time a Age . had 
like to have ruined all. I could not leave my 
maſter's ſhop before it was night, which for my 


fins proved very dark. I groped my way along 
the ſtreet, and had gone about half my journey, 


when a window opened, and I was ſaluted with | 
a ſhower, which, 1 allure you, was not of eſſence. 


I had all of it; and in this condition, did not 


know what to do. If I was to return home in 


that condition, I ſhould be laughed at; and 1 
was ſhocked atthe thought of going in that picklets 
Coe” WT. 


a 1 2 . We” 
= par WP ur we gr W K A— oO. 2 — 
— — — — = — —— 


4 — 4 
_ — kts DS — — —— — — — . 
- T 4 — 4 —— - — — 
= — —— wel — — 8 : 
2 — — * _ —— 2 — — . ” „ 
= — . — es.” — — — 


r a 


7 


7 


* — * — FR . 
Sf 4 — = — 
WT. D | © in eg ; S 2 
. r = IS 1 I IEEE 
: vat = — 

———— 


© CHE 
— — 


7 3 * 
4 S [Ss * 3 grant ned - 
= a — — P N 
» 223222 2 3 1 rr 8 — > A T 9 7 © Rs po — — 
"ff GOL IRR EF ont a _—_ 1 ä 2 ORG.” — 
3 7 x ? 2 g » 32 - — 2 ay . - hogs — — — — 2 
FFT 8 Ft | = 
3 1 ot . 4 
E 


e 


— 5. — W 2 LE" e 
IS goa Og 3 * 1 Reg” * 8 233 r by) ER h & — 1 
1 : Pn 2 1 . * , fn WS $f - r i; L 
rides po, = 1” m1 a e- 55 0 ET K =p s' l * x; * 4 * & * ola _ 
2 4.2% pete „ 3 #1 = — rY P 7 LIP 
— He I TS ys 225 x — 20 — — er ee <=; _ 0 
* ä 


* * 
3 


— — 
2 
we * 


— vi Aa AS 8 
Fe - 8 
p 


r md 
a e. 3a rr 
I 


_— — 
232 
7, 7g boggee Mu at 


x66 Dus; HISTORY + ov 


| Margellina. However, T had fo great a defire 
to renew. my concert, that I got ſoon there, and 
found the old uſher waiting for me at rhe door. 
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He informed me Dr. Oloroſo was gone to bed, 
and that we might amuſe ourſelves very freely, 
I replied, that I muſt clean myſelf in the firſt 


place. I then related to him the misfortune I had 
met with. ' He ſympathized with me, and cars | 


ried me to a ball, where his miſtreſs waited for 
us. dhe no ſooner was informed of my adventure, 
and ſaw what condition I was in, than ſhe pitied 


me as much as if I had met with the greateſt 
misfortune. She afterwards beſtowed a thouſand 
curſes on the perſon that had ſo uſed me Pray 

do not be in ſuch a paſſion, madam, ſays Marcos; 


it does not deſerve it. How! anſwered the, 
ſhould not I abuſe the wicked creature that has 


uſed this little lamb ſo, this dove without a gall, 
who does not even complain of being ſo inſulted? 


If 1 was a man, I would revenge it this inſtant. 
A number of other things ſhe ſaid, which 


| ſhewed the violence of ber love; and her actions 


were as expreſſive of it as her words; for while, 
Marcos was buſy wiping me with a Ad. ſne 


ran to her chamber, and brought a box of per- 


fume ; the ſweetened my cioaths with odorifers 


@us drugs which the burned. She afterwards 


ſprinkled abundance of effences upon them. 


The aſperſion and fumigation being done, this 
kind woman went to the kitchen herttlf for ſome 


wine, bread, and roaſted meat, which the cauſed 


to be ſet aſide for my ſupper; and making me 


eat, took delight in {ſerving me. | Sometimes the 
Rh ds ä 
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would cut my victuals, and ſometimes pour me 
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out wine, not wien kane all that we could do 
to prevent her. After 1 had ſupped, the gen- 
tlemen otthetichobitenntd their voices totheir gui- 
tars, We performed a ſymphony, at which Mar- 
gellina was delighted. We indeed affected to 


ſing ſome airs, the words of which humovred 


her paſſion 3 and it muſt be: obſerved, that as T 
played, I frequently caſt a ſoft glance at her, 
which was freſh fuel to ber flame, and i began 
to think the game agreeable enough. Tho" the 
concert continued a good while, | was not wea= 
ried with it. As for the lady, who thought the 
hours were but minutes, ſhe would with a deal 
of pleaſure have heard us all night, it the old 
ſquite, to whom the time ſeemed very long, had 
not often reminded her that it was late. She 
gave him the trouble to repeat it a good many 


times to her; but ſhe had to deal with one that 


was not eaſy tired on that ſubject ; and who 
would not let her be at reſt, till I quitted the 
houſe. This prudent and difcrect man, ſeeing 
his miſtreſs given up to the pleaſing: of her paſ- 

ſion, was afraid of ſomething bad happening if 
he did not. hinder it. His fear was but too well 
grounded; the doctor either ſuſpecting ſome pri» 
vate intrigue, or being rouſed by that devil Jea- 
louſy, who had let bim reſt till then, found fault 

with our concerts, and a ſhort time after ordered 
them to bediſcontinued, without giving any reaſon” 
for it, only ſaying, he would not allow ſtrangers 
to come to his houſe. Marcos warned me of it, 
and as it was chiefly intended for me, I was ve⸗ 
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17 much mortified at it. I bad ene 


which I was ſorry to boſe, «i T 
However, to relate 8 like a Faijcbful die 5 
tian, I own to you that 1 patiently bore this mis - 
fortune. It was not the caſe with Margellina; 
ſhe could not endure it. Dear Marcos, ſaid ſhe to 
her uſher, I look for aſſiſtance from you alone, 
Order it ſo, I beg of you, that | may privately 
fee Diego. What would you have me to do? |} 
ſaid the old man in a paſſion: I have humoured 
you too much already. I thall not help to dif- 
honour my. maſter, by gratifying your too ardent 
defires, not will I ruin your character, and bring 
infamy upon myſelf, I, whoſe character, as a 


faithful domcftic, has always been irreproachable, 
I will rather leave your ſervice than aſſiſt you in 


ſs;ungenerous an action. Ah! Marcos, ſaid the 
lady, you will ruin me when you talk of leaving 
me. Cruel as you are, will you abandon me, 


after having brought me into this wretched: con- 


dition? Give me again my pride and ſavage hu- 
mour that you have taken from me. Ah! that 
I ſtill poſſeſſed thoſe happy defects, I ſhould now 
be at eaſe, whereas your imprudent remonſtran- 
ces have deprived me of the repoſe I once enjoy- 
ed. By endeavouring to coriect my morals you 
have corrupted them. But ah! added ſhe, weep» 
ing, why do I cenſure and blame you unjuſtly? 


No, no, fathet, you are not the author of my. 


misfortune. It is my ill fate that prepares fo 
much affliction tor me Vo not take notice 


therefore of my vain diſcourſe, 1 entzeat you. 
My paſſion, alas! diſotders my mind. Have 


compaſſion 


FA | 


6 1 5 1 A 8. = 


coma wy weakneſs, all my comfort is in 
you; and if my life is dear to you, be not 2 


geile giving me your aſſiſancdte. 5 


Saying this, ſhe wept in ſuch a manner, Id 
ſhe could not proceed. She pulled out her handker - 
chief, and throw ing it over her face, fell back into 
a chair like a perſon overwhelmed with affliction. 
Old Marcos, who was perhaps as well acquaint». 
ed with his buſineſs as any uſher in Spain, could 


not reſiſt ſo moving a*fight. It affected him ſo 
much, that he wept as well as his miſtreſs, and. 


ſaid to her very affectionately, Ah! madam, you 


are enough to ſeduce any body. TI cannot refilt 


your ſorrow. It vanquiſhes my virtue; I pro- 


miſe you all the affiſtance that lies in power : * 


am not amazed” that love has been able to make 5 


you forget your duty, hence pity alone has made 


me forget wine Thus che old uſher, in ſpite 


of his irteproachable conduct, very obligingiy de- 


voted himſelf to Margellina's paſſion. He, came 
one morning to inform me of all this; and 
acquainted me when he left me, that he had 


already concerted a way to get me a private in- 55 


terview with the lady. This gave me freſh 


hopes. But I received another kind of news 


before two hours were gone, An apothecary” 8 = 


apprentice in the neighbourhood came to be ſha». 
ved. While I was ſetting my razor, he aſked 


me, if I knew what was the matter with my 
friend, the old gentleman-uſher, Marcos d' Obe 75 


regon, and what was the reaſon that he had left 


De. Olgroſo? I anſwered, no. He replied, it 
is certainly true, he was diſmiſſed juſt as I e 
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hither. I heard it frem Pr. Clorofo. himlelf, . 
who came to our houſe, and talking with my 
maſter, faid to him, that be had turned off his 
old, uſher, being determined to put his wife un- | 
derthe direction of a faithful, ſevere, and watchful. 
duenna, intreating him to recommend him to one. 
I underſtand you, ſaid my maſter, interrupting 
bim; you haye occaſion for ſuch a one as Dame 
Melancia, w ho was governante to my wife, and 
who is All 1 in my houſe, though my wife has 
been dead theſe bx weeks. . Þ cannot well be 
without her, but will part with her to you, ſor 
whoſe honour. I bave particular a intereſt; you 
may truſt her with the care of Jour. 3 
She is an excellent duenna, and a very dragon, 
where the chaſtity of the ſex is concerned. 1 
never ſaw ſo much as the ſhadow of a gallant i in 
my bouſe, during the twelre years that ſhe was 
with my wife, who, you, know, was both young 
and bandſome.. And truly ſhe. had no eaſy taſk 
of it; for I muſt own to you the defunct was once 
very cquettiſn inclined; but dame Melancia 
ſoon reformed her, and. inſlilled a love of virtue 
into e In ſhort, this governante is a treaſure; $57 
and you will thank me more than once for ma - 
king you a preſent of her. The doctor ſeemed. 
greatly pleaſed for the favour my maſter had done 
bim; and they both agreed that the old uſher's 
9 85 ſhould be ſupplied by tbe duenna. 3 
This news terribly perplexed thoſe ideas of 
plwkeaſure which I began to regale myſelf. wih; 
and ſoon aſter Marcos himſelf came to confirm 
| what 1 had been informed of by the Pen 1 
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man. Dear Diego; * he, be glad as 1 e Wo. 


Dr. Oloroſo has put me out of his houſe! ' How 
much trouble will it ſave me! beſides: taking 


me from fo baſe'an employment, what uneaſinels 


ſhould 1 have had in bringing you and Margelli- 


na together in private! Thank God, I am freed: 
from that care, and the danger which accompa- 


nied it Tou on your part, my ſon, ought to 
conſole yourſelf for the loſs of a few ſweet mo- 


ments, by conſidering what numberleſs ſorrows” 
would have followed after. I liſtened to Mar- 


cos's reflexions the more attentively, becauſe I 
had no longer hopes of ſeeing Margellina again. 
I own I was not one of thoſe ſtubborn lovers 
who are incited by obſtacles ; and if I had been 


one of them, Dame Melancia's character was 
enough to have diſcouraged me. | Nevertheleſs, | 


dreadful as ſhe had been deicribed to me, I un- 


derſtood, that the doctor's wife had either thrown © 
this Argos to ſleep, or corrupted her virtue. A6 
I was going to ſhave one of our neighbours, I _ 
was ſtopped in the ſtreet by a decent old woman, 
who aſked me if my name was not Diego de la Fu 
enta? I replied, Yes. Then you are the perſon ; 
look for, ſaid ſhe. Come to Donna Margellina*sdoor * 
to-nigbt, and make ſome ſignal by which you 


may be known, and [ will give you admittance 
into the houſe. We ſhould agree, ſaid I, about 


the ſignal beforehand. I can' imitate a cat to the 


life, and will mew ſeveral times before the door, 


That is ſufficient, replied this agent of love. 1 
will inform her of your anſwer, Your ſervant, \- | 


_—_— Diego. "au; rp 7 _ mbar a 
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good ſoul you are i I wiſh I was but fifteen years old 
for your ſake, I would not engage you for another. 
At theſe words the officious, beldame left me: 
and you may eaſily. i imagine that I was zreacty. 
/ agitated by this meſſage. Farewell to Marcos's 
reflections! 1 waited impatiently for night, 
and when I imagined Dr. Oleroſo was a- bed, I 
went to his door. I mewed ſeveral times, as a 
ſign that I was come, and counterfeited it ſo. _ 
well that it was no doubt an honour to bim that 
taught me ſo fine an art. Immediately, Margel- 
lina herſelf came gently to the door, opened it, 
and let me into the houſe. We went to the 
hall where we laſt held our concert, it Wwas light- 
ened only by a ſmall lamp in the chimney: we, 
ſat down near to one another that we might talk 
the more conveniently, and were both. pretty 
much in eonfuſion; bowever, with this difference, 
that her's was occàſioned by the pleaſure of our 
meeting, while mine was mixed with fear. My 
fair one in vain told me: that we had nothing. to 
dread with regard: to her huſband. Every. joint 
of me ſhivered; and it was evident that it was 
not all the trembling of a lover. Madam, ſaid 
I, have you been able to deceive the citcumſpec- 
tion of your governaute-? After what I have 
f heard of Dame Melaneia, I thought it would ne- 
vet be in my power to hear from you again | 
much leſs to be with you in private. Donna 
Margell'na ſmiled at this dilcourſe, and ſaid to 
me, You will not be amazed at this ſectet meeting 
of ours, when 1 bave imor med you what has paſ- 
Lk Repeat) my duenna and me. My huſpand 
e | careſſed 0 
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earefſed her in an extraordinary er, w 
ſhe firſt came into this houſe; he told me that he 


had committed me to the care of that diſereet la- 


dy, who was a ſummary of all the virtues: a 
looking-glaſs which I was to have conſtantly be- 
fore my eyes, to learn diſeretion by. He added, 
this ſurprizing perſon governed an apothecary's 
wiſe, a friend of mine, twelve years, and in ſuch 
2 manner that ſhe N a e faint by * 
inſtruction. . 

This „ which Was ee 


by Dame Melancia's ſour looks, occafioned me 


many a tear, and threw me into deſpair. I ima» 
gined how I was to be lectured by her from 


morning to night, and rebuked all the day long. 


In ſhort, I thought that I would have been the 
molt wretched woman upon earth, and imagining. 
it endleſs to be reſerved, which made me not 
care how L behaved to a duenna, from whom * 
expected no merey, I determined to begin with 
her, and ſaid to her, as ſoon as 4: had an-eppor- 
tunity, you are doubtlefs preparing to make me 
endure as much as you can from you, but T. 


muit inform you beforehand, that I am not 


overſtocked with bien en will on my part 
mortify you as much as I can. I muſt be plain 
with you, I have a paſſion in ee which it 
is not in the power of your temonſttances to cure” 


me of, ſo take your .meaſures accordingly. Be 


as watchful as you can, I muſt own that I will 
do my endeavours to deceive 5uu. At theſe 
words the duenna changed het e and in 
Jane: a ſevere idee which I was in expec- 
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tation of, ſhe ſmiling ſaid, I am delighted Py 
your humour, and will be as free as you, I 

fee we are intended for one another. Ah! 
fair lady, you do not know me, if you think 
of me by what the doctor your huſband ſays 
of me, or by my ſour aſpect. I am far from 
being againſt pleaſure; I never took in hand 
to ſerve jealous huſbands, but in order to aſſiſt 
their beautiful wives. I have long been pof- 
ſeſſed of the great art of diſſimulation, and may 


ſay that Fam doubly happy, fince ! enjoy, at the 
ſame time, the reputation of virtue, ane 
the convenience of vice. Between you and 


me, mankind are only virtuous at this rate; 
it coſts too much to be entirely fo. Now- a-days it 
is enough if we poſſeſs the appearance of virtue. 
Let me conduct you, continued the gover- 
nante; I will engage that we will ſoon make old 
Docter Oloroſo have as good an opinion of his 
wife and me, as Signior A puntador the apothe- 
carry had of his and me. Poor Apuntador ! how 
many tricks have his wife and 1 played bim! 
His ſpouſe was a beautiful creature, ſo good 
tempered, reſt her ſoul, I will anſwer for her, 
that ſhe made a good uſe of her youth. She 
had I do not know how many admirers, whom 
I let into the houſe without being diſcovered by 
her huſband : therefore, Madam, have a better 
opinion of me, and be aſſured that whatever ta- 
lent the old uſher had, you will loſe nothing by 
the change. Perhaps 1 _ may more my to 


you than he was. ab 


leave you to think Diego,” wha ue 
duennas 


«# 


HE Bias. 2 


duenna q r Pe INT hy zgrecable to me 
or not. 1 imagined her to be the moſt rigid of 


women: fo apt are we to be deceived in our 


ſex. I-embraced her with ſuch joy, that ſhe per- 
ceived I was glad to have fo good-natured a go- 
vernante. I imparted” my ſentiments freely to 
her, and defired that ſhe would as ſoon” as poſſi- 
ble contrive a private meeting with vou; and 
ſhe has done it. It was ſhe who got the old 
woman who ſpoke to you this morning, and W)) 
has often been employed by her and the apothe- 
cary's wife. But What is the beſt of all in this 
adventure, continued Margellina ſmiling, is that 
Melancia, upon my informing her that my huſ- 
band is a ſound fleeper, is this moment in bed 
with him ſupplying my place. . 80 much the 
worſe, Madam, ſaid I, I do not approve of the 
contrivance: "your ſpouſe may wake, and diſco- 
ver the cheat. "He cannot find it out, replied 
ſhe baſtily, . do-not give yourſelf any congern'a> 
bout that, nor let a groundleſs dread deprive'you 


of the pleaſure that you ought to have with @& 


young lady who has an affection for you. The 
doctor's wife perceivring that I could not avoid 
being ſtill afraid, notwitbſtanding her aſſurancce, 
left nothing undone to encourage me, that the 
could think of, and ſhe praCtiſed ſo many differ- 
ent ways, that love got the better of my feat at 
laſt, and was. determined to ſeize that oppor· 
tunity; 3 when all of a ſudden, in the height” of 
my joy and paſſion, we heard a loud rap at the 
door; which put the blind god, with all bis train 
| of! w and ſports to flight. Margellina im- 
8 . H 6 | mediatelyx 
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mediately concealed me under a table in the hall. 
She put out the light; and as it had been agreed 
between her governante and her, in caie ſuch 
an accident ſhould happen, went directly to the 
door of her huſband's chamber. The rapping 
ſti} continued ; the whole houſe rung with it. 
| The doctor * out of his ſloep, put on bis 
morning gown, and called Melancia. The go» 
vernante got out of bed, although the doctor, 
thinking it bad been his wife, told her to lie 
till. She ran to her miſtreſs, who waited for 
ber at the door; and the duenna making as if 
ſhe. had met ber coming out of the chamber, 
ſaid, I, beg that you would go to bed again, Ma- 
dam, and I will go and ſee who is at the door. 
Margellina undrefled as {ail as poſſible, and went 
to bed to the dector, who never ſuſpected that 
| he was. deceived, This ſcene indeed was perſor- 
med in the dark by two actteſſes, one of whom was 
an excellent one, and the . had a gn in- 
clination to become ſo. 
The governante put on ber . an 
went with a candle in her band, to open the door, 
and came back ſoon, ſaying to the doctor, Be ſo 
good as riſe, Sir, Fernandez de Buendia the 
bookſeller bas taken an apoplectic fit, and you 
are deſired to go to him as ſoon as poſſible. 
| The doctor drefi-d himſelt as faſt as he could, 
and went to the bookſeller's. His wife, accompa- 
nied by the duenna, came to the hall in her mor- 
ning-gown, and drew me more dead than alive 
out from under the table. Don't be afraid, Die 
ego, ſays Margellina; be of good courage. She 
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then informed me of every thing that had paſſed, 
and would willingly have renewed the converſa- 
tion which the incident had interrupted ; bur the 
duenna would not ſuffer her. Madam, ſaid ſhe, 
your huſband may return/immediately ; the book- 
ſeller may be dead. Beſides, continued ſhe, fee» 
ing me almoſt dead with fear, what can you 
make of this poor creature? Hei is in no con- 
dition to' come off as he ſhould. Tou had bet; 
ter defer it at preſents. and let him return again 
tomorrow. Donna Margellina agreed to do fo, 
but with regret. She was always fond of the 
preſent time; and Þ believe ſhe was very ſorry 
that the. could not then beſtow on ber huſband - 
the new bonnet with which — intended to 1 
him. eee 

For my own part, 1 was not ſo ny for lofing 
love's dear favours, as I was glad for have 
ing got out of the danger I was in. TI went” 
back to my maſter's; and ipent the remainder of 
the night in thinking about my adventure, 1 
was doubtful whether I ſhould return again the 
next night, I ſtil] dreaded ſome new dilgrace z 
but the devil, who always forwards one on like 
occaſions, ſuggeſted to me, that I ſhould be a 
fool now not to puſh my fortune. Gesees | 
ed me Margellina's charms, and the joys that 
were promited me in the poſſeſſion of them. 


This made _me-reſolve to make another attempt z 


and I determined to do it with a better heart 
than I had done before. 1. went about eleven 
6:clock the next night, in this good diſpoſition, 
to Margellina's 3 it was very dark, and not a ſtar 
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to be ſeen. I mewed two or three times, to let 
them know that 1 was there; and nobody com- 
ing to me, I not only mewed again, but imitated 
all the different cries of a cat, which I had been 
taught by a ſhepherd; at Olmedo. I ated my 


part ſo well, that a neighbour going bome,.and 
thinking that I was one of thoſe animals, took 
up a ſtone, and threw at me with all bis ſtrength, 
ſaying, Damn your ſqualling. I received the 


ſtone on my head, which ſtunned; me with the 


blow. 1 felt myſelf wounded, and that was ſuf- 
ficient to cure me of my. gallantry.; I loſt my 


love with my blood, went home, and raiſed the 


whole houſe. My maſter dreſſed my wound, 
which he thought very dangerous. However, 
I got better in three weeks, I have not heard 
of Margellina every ſince; and fancy Dame 
Melancia, in order to diſengage her from 
me, has introduced her to a lover of her own 
acquaintance. 1 did not concern myſelt, much 
about it, and ſoon after left Madrid, to purſue 
the tour of Spain, which I deſigned to make. 
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How Git Blas: and his esse came eſs . a. 
Man ſoaking Bread in Mater; and the e 
- fation 4 had OAT. 2 
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| IGNIOR Diegs 65 la b e „ 
8 ther adventures of his to me; but they are : 
not worth the reciting. However, I was oblige - 
ed to hear them, though they were ſo. tedious, 
that they brought us to Ponte de Dueraz and 
we remained in that village the reſt of the day. 
We had peaſe · ſoup and a hare for ſupperz the 
latter was neither young nor freſh, We pur 
fued our journey the next day as ſoon as it 
was light, having furniſhed ourſelves with pret- 
ty good bread and wine, taking with us alſo 
half of the hare- en we had T's from-our: 
. 5 
When we bad gone rabid Fuste we l | 
to have an appetite ; and perceiving about an 
bundred yards off the high road 4 good many 
trees, we went there to take our breakfaſt- We 
found here a man of eight aud twenty vears o 
age, ſoaking ſome crutis of bread in 4 ſpring. 
A long rapier lay by him, and a knapfacb Wien f 
he catried on his ſhoulders. We faluted him inn 
a civil manner, and he did us the fame. + We: 
then -prefented us ſome-of his crults, alking wick — 
a2 ſmile, whether we would do as he did? W 
replied, with all our heart, provided he would: 1 
ow" us to Join our repaſt with bis, and b N 
nenne . H G ; | of "IN 
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of part of it. | He conſented to it, and we pro- 
duced what we had, and .the. ſtranger was very 
well fati-fied with it. So, gentlemen, ſays he, 
I ſee you are well provided: you are provident 
ae For my own part, I am not ſo precau- 
tio'i's. I depend moſtly upon chance: however, 
as it is now with me, I muſt without vanity in- 
form you, that I make a brilliant appearance 


- ſometimes. I often have guards attending me, 


end am uſed like a prince. I underſtand you, 
ſaid Diego; you would hint to us that you are 
a player. You are right, ſays the other; I have 
been an actor thee fifteen years. I could when 
J was a child perform many parts. 1 o be plain 
with yavu, ſaid the barber, ſhaking his head, I 
can ſcarcely believe you; l am too well ac- 
quainted with the players. Thoſe gentlemen 
do not uſe to travel on foot like you, nor live on 
bread and water. I am afraid that you are ra- 

ther the candle ſnuffer Judge of me as you 
think proper, replied the actor, but I aſſure you 
1 have performed many principal paris aud a- 
mong the reſt love ones, Ir that is the caſe, ſays 
my cos ra de, I congratulate you upon it: and 
Signior Gil 3las and myzelf are proud of having 
the honour to bi cakfall wh. A cles of ſo great 
conſequence. NAK it \ 
Saving this, we all {ell to, Reg? in a 8 
finiſhed the remains of the hare. We emptied 
the flaſk with ſo much baſte that we had ſcarce- 
ly time to ſpeak; bu we fene wed the converſar 
tion when our repaſt was finiihed. I am a- 
magzed, e the batber to the player, that your 
. 8 circumltances 


circumſtances are ſo indifferent. Lou have too 
mean an appearance for a hero of the ſtage; ex- 
cuſe me, if I ſpeak ſo freely to you. So freely! 
ſaid the actor, you are not well acquainted. with 
Melchior Zapata? Thank God, I am not pee» 
viſh. 1 like that every body ſhould be free with 


me, as I love to be ſo with every body. I own | 


IJ am not rich; you may perceive that my coat 
diſcovers my profeſſions] and ſo will all the re- 
mainder of my wardrobe. He then took out of 
his knapſack ſome-+tinſel ornaments, ſome red 
duſkins, and a dirty plume of feathers, This is 
my <quipage, gentlemen, ſaid he, and indeed a 


man may wiſh for better I am ſurprized at it, 


replied Diego, ſure you have no wife nor daugh- 


ter. Yes, replied the player, I have a wife, who 


is both young and handſome : but my ill luck 
will have it, that ſhe forſooth mult prove virtue 


ous. .1 married her, thinking that ſhe would 
not let me ſtarve; but unluckily for me, ſhe 


ſtands upon her chaſtity. It is very hard that 
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the;e ſhould be but one honeſt woman amorigſt 
the {trollers, and the muſt fall to my ſhare, 


Indeed it is very hard, ſays the barber. . W by 
did, not vou marry one af, the company at Ma- 
drid? You could not be diſappointed there, | 
That 43s right, replied Zapata; but ſtrolleis muſt. 
nat aſpire to ſuch heroines as town ackreſſes, 
An actor of the king's on company can prev 
tend ta no more than that. If ene wonld mare - 
1y 2 wite/in, the city, one might bejas. well ſup 


plied out of the playhouſe as in it. Did you e- 


187 Ma cay aun, ſays the barber to bim, to 4 in⸗ 
Sin: . 5 5 to 5 


242 
L 


1 
5 — — 


DN ee ” \ * 1 


OP 


e 
TILES 3 


15 


mw Tis HISTOR Wor 


to the king's company? | Muſt a man have a. 
great deal of merit to be admitted amongſt them? 
A great deal of merit replied the actor; there 

are twenty of them, inquire into their characters, 
and you will find that one half of them are fit 
for nothing but carrying a knapfack; yet, for all. 
that, it is no eaſy matter to be admitted to be- 
one of them. One muſt have powerful friends 


or money, to ſupply the want of talent, L 


ſhould know it; for I have been hiſſed and hoot=- 
ed like a devil, though l deſerved to be applaud- 

ed for my performances. FT tore my lungs, and 
endeavoured to reſemble the moſt popular actors 
of the ſtage: but nothing would do. the ſame- 


audience that clapped them, hifſed me; ſuch is 


the ſorce of prejudice. Iheretore finding that 
I could not pleaſe there; and having nothing to 


make my way for me, in defiance of thoſe that. 
hiſſed me, am going back to Zamora to my 


wife and companions, who have not met with 


great ſucceſs there neither. I wiſh we may 
get to the next town, without being for- 
ced to beg; which | has er 118 n. more. 


a 


7 than i,, {OE AEFbS 


- Saying” tine d we emperor of the ib Wg weng 


up, threw his knapſack over his ſhoulder, put on 
bis ſword; and pronounced with à grave air, 
May the gods pour down their favours upon you. 
Diego replied in the ſame tone, 


May vou n 


your return to Zamora find" your Wife atother 
woman, and in a better humour to keep you 
from ſtarving Signior Zapata had no ſoonet 
durned his back upon ot than he fell to his ge- 
ſiculations- 


6 7 E hg 


f Wund and declamations. «The barber and 


I bifled him, to teach bim more diſcretion. He 


imagined that be {till heard the hiſſes at Madrid, 


looked back, and perceiving that it was we only 


who diverted ourſelves. at his expence, in place 
of being offended at our buffoonry, he took it 


in good part, laughing all the way, though he 


had very little reaſon for it. We alſo went 


back again to "og n and nn our 
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HE next; night ee in a little village 
between Moyados and Valpueſta, whoſe 


name Ihave forgot, and came to the plain of 


Olmedo the next day about eleven o'clock, dig- 


nior Gil Blas, ſays my comrade, this is the place 


ot ii; fo natural, it is for people to be fond of their 


fo fond of his: country as you appear to be, 
ſhould methinke not have ſpoke to treely of it a 
you bave gone. CLlmedo ſee mis 0 be a city and 
you -de:cribed it only as a village. It muſt at 
leaſt. he 4 large town, il not a city. Balk Ol- 


; Ow . replied Abe. barber ; 5 muſt 


Zalwo. 1 inform 
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inform you, that after having ſeen- Madrid, Sa- 
ragofſa, Toledo, and other large cities, which I 
| hare been at in my tour of Spain, 1 look _ 
| the little ones as villages. 
As we advanced: nearer” to Olihedo; we * 
| ſerved a great many people gathered together; 
and when we came up to them, found three tents 
pitched at a ſmall diſtance from one another, in 
which were cooks and butlers preparing for a 
' feaſt. Some were making ready boiled and 
roaſted meat, others pyes and fricaſſees; ſome 
_ filling bottles, and others waſhing glaſſes. What 
IL remarked moſt, was a large ſtage ereCted in the 
middle of the place, adorned with painted pa- 
per, on which ſeveral mottoes of Greek and La» 
tin were painted . Diego no ſooner ſaw the in- 
ſoriptions, than he ſaid, That Greek there ſmells 
* much of my uncle Thomas, I will lay a wager: 
he hs a hand in it: for, between you and me, 
he is a perſon of great qualification, He can. 
{ay a number of college books by heart. The 
wor ſt ot it is, be is conſtantly repeating them in 
all companies, which is not agreeable to every 
ene. My uncle bas, moreover. tranflated ma- 
D Latin and Crecks authors. He is quite a 
maſter oh antiquity, as may be ſeen by the curi - 
ous ren aks he bas made. If it had not been 
him, ue ſhould not have known that children in 
the c ty of athens cricd when they were whipt.. 
We awe eee to his mo ROW 
tex ge. n % ee e e AG 
When my com panion an had MU 4 
wal on hat we had leen, we were jond of - 
FTE | | A 


617 5 1 5 185 
. the cauſe of ſuch preparations. | We 


were. juſt going to enquire, When Diego ſaw his 


uncle, Signior Thomas de la Fuenta, who it 


ſee ms had the managing, of the feaſt. We made 
what haſte we could, to get to him but the 
ſchoolmaſter did not at firſt know his nephew 
Diego, ſuch an alteration. had ten years made on 


bim. But at laſt recollecting him, he very af- 


fectionately embraced him, and ſaid, Ah, my 
dear nephew! art thou come once more to thy 
native place? Wilt thou wilt again thy houſe- 
hold gods? And art thou returned ſafe and 
ſound to thy ſamily? Oh day, theice and four 
times happy 1 a day deſerving o be place among 
the red=lettered in the calendar. FEtiend, I have 
ton tell thee a great deal of news. Your learn- 
ed uncle Pedro is become the victim of Pluto. 
He took his leave of this world three months a- 
£0. The miſer when alive was always-frighten» 
ed that he ſhould want neceſſaries. He receir- 
ed great penſions ſrom many grandees, and yet 
he ſpent put ten piſtoles a-year for his ſubſiſ- 
tance: he had a ſeryant, whom-he:ſtarved as Well 


as himſelf. He was more fooliſh than the Greek 
Ariſtippus, who made his ſlaves throw away his 


riches in the deſarts of-Lybia, as things that were 
incommodious fot them in their march. Thy 
uncle was conſtantly heaping up gold and fil - 
ver. And for whom? For heirs he would ne- 
ver ſee. He died worth thirty thouſand ducats, 
which thy father, thy uncle Bertrand and 1, 


have ſhared among us. We are now in a can». 
| A $0: 0 ann for our children, My 


brother 
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ſiſter Thereſa She is married to one of our 
alcaides. Connubio junxit flabili, propriumque di- 


cavit. Her wedding is the cauſe of this feſti- 
val. It is we that have been the occaſion of 


theſe tents being erected here for the three 
heirs of Pedro; each of us have one, and each 
pays the expence of à day. TI with that thou 

hadſt been here, at the beginning of the rejoi- 
eing. The day before yeſterday, when they 
were married, thy father was at the expence: 
he gave a grand entertainment, which was fol- 
lowed by the company afterwards running at the 


ting Yeſterday the mercer was at the expence, 


and entertained us with a paſtoral- comedy. He 
afterwards cavſed ten beautiful boys and girls to 
be dreſſed like ſhepherds and ſhepherdeſſes. He 


made uſe of all the ribbons and points in his 


ſhop to adorn them. They ſung and danced 
the greateſt part of the day, yet for all that they 


performed their parts very well, the ipe ee 


were not pleaſed with it, which ſhews chat pa- 
Rorals are quite out of faſhion. Sn, 
I am to be at the expence of to-day's enter- 
tainment: and I have provided a ſhow of my 
own invention, to entertain the inhabitants of 
Olmedo with. Finis corona? opus, I have cauſed 
a ſtage to be erected, upon which, God willing, 


my ſcholars ſhall repreſent a piece compoſed by 


myſelf, entitled, The Amuſements of Muley 
Bugentuf, King of Morocco. It will be very 


well performed, for my ſcholars pronounce as 
well as the players of Madrid. They are the 


8 
12 N 
ry * i ; * * 4 Ste 
* 
# * * 
* 
* 
> 


r 


Tort AG ABR oc e 


3 5 8. , 
J or w be - ww 
| fob and OVER” of genteel people of: Pennafiet - | 
and Segovia, who ſtay at my houſe, and are be- 


come excellent performers under my inſtruction. 
Indeed I have taken a good deal of pains with 
them: what they ſay, will be done maſterly, ut ; 
ita dicam, I ſhall ſay nothing as to the piece, 5 
thou wilt have the pleaſure of the ſurprize. All 
1 ſhall ſay to thee on that head; is, that it will 
pleaſe the ſpectators. It is one of thoſe tragic 
ſubjects that move the ſoul by images of death f 
I am of Ariltotle's way of thinking,' that the 
achief end of tragedy is, that poets ſhould raiſe 
terror. Well, if I had compoſed? for the Rage, 
I would have introduced nothing on it but bloody 
princes nd murdering heroes. I would have 
bathed myſelf in blood. 1 would have killed - 
not only the principal perſons. in my plays, but 4 
even the guards themſelves. I woutd have mur- 43 
dered even the candle · ſnuffer. In ſhort, Iam 
fond of the terrible,” It is my- taſte; Such poems 
always take, they HANG: a "on ny _ | get 5 
author reputation. 1 
When he was juſt done ſpeaking, we ſaw 
great number of people coming out of the town, 
Theſe were no other than the new-married cou- 
ple, accompanied by their friends and relations, 
preceded by twelve fidlers, who playing all to- 
geiher, made a terrible noiſe with their diſcord. 
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We went to meet them; and Diego made bim- | + 1 
ſelf known to the company, who ſhouted for jo, |} 
and every one was deſirous of | embracing him. 1 


He had enough to do to receive their expreſſions _ 9 
of friendi@iip:2 in a civil manner. After wick 5 
3 5 . 
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his father faid, Diego, thou art welcome; thou 
findeſt thy parents in a better condition than 
when thou lefteſt them. I ſhall explain myſelf 
more particularly at another time. Then the 
company advanced into the plain, went into the 
tents, and ſat down at the tables which were 
made ready for them. I would not quit my 
companion. We both dined with the bride- 
groom and bride, who appeared to be very well 
matched. Dinner laſted a pretty long while, 
becauſe the ſchoolmaſter had the oftentation to 
have three courſes, that he might excel his 
brothers, who had not treated wich ſuch n 
Keence. L 1 
Dinner being. W * noſes ard im- 
patient to ſee Signior Thomas's piece repreſents 
ed, not doubting, ſaid they, but that their CY» 
pectation would be fully ſatisfied with the pro- 
duction: of ſo fine a genius. Approaching near 
the theatre, we ſaw the fidlers already ſeated in 
order to play between the acts. Every one was 
flent, waiting for the opening of the play., The 
per formers at laſt appeared on the ſtage; and 
the authot, with his poem in bis band. He 
had good reaſon to ſay the piece was tragical; 
for the king of Morocco in the firſt act, by way 
of amuſement, kills a hundred Mooriſh ſlaves, 
mootiug at them with bows. and arrows. In. 
| the ſecond, he beheads thirty Portugueſe officers, 
whom one of his captains had made priſoners of 
war. And in the third, this monarch, tired of 
his wives, ſets the palace on fire where they were 
hut up, and reduced both them and it to aſhes... 
. 5 The 
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The nie eee and Msoriſh flaves were 
Ggures: of reed very artfully made, and the pa- 
lace made of paper; when it was in flames, 
there was heard a thouſand diſmal cries, that 
appeared to iſfſue from amidſt the flames. This 
concluded the piece : and the whole plain rung 
with the applauſe that ſuch a ſine tragedy met 
with. This juſtified the poet's good taſte; and 


ſhewed that he knew er mah 2 . n | 
of his ſubject. > THEEW-4, bi — 


* 


I imagined there was ae e more to be Fl 
if the Amuſements of Muley Bugentuf were 
ended, but I was miſtaken, there were prizes to 
be diftributed. For Thomas, to make the en- 
tertainment more ſolemn; had wh ſome of ; 
his ſcholars to make exerciſes, whiclf they were | 
to repeat before the company that had heard the 
play; and thoſe who compoſed beſt were to have 
books beſtowed on them, which he had bought 1 
at Segovia with his own money. ; 
- Thereſore two Tchool-benches were immedis 
ately brought on the ſtage, and a parcel of books 
elegantly bound. All the performers came up 
to Signior Thomas, who looked as big as the © 
preſident of the college. He held a paper in 
his hand, on which were 'written the names of 
thoſe that were to win the prizes. The king 
of Morocco, who read his part with a loud voice, 
got the firſt prize. Each ſcholar; as he was call- 
ed, went in a reſpectſul manner to receive his 
book from the ſchoo!maſter. He then was 
crowned with laurel, and made to fit down on 
one of the benches, expoſed to the admiration of 
> | Wo 


622 „ ox 
n = _ 
= EEE as. | 
TO —— — 5 f 2 3 — 
— 1 a 
— „* — — 
— — — _ 
— in 28 x IE noone ei to ods 
——— ̃ —-— — * * 3 
— ——.— a U * a . N 
eee — — — utJ 5 
A RM * / 
3 _ 1 
PF 
" 


= — - —_— 
= 
N 8 — 
_ —— — 


190 T as H 1s o x, ae. 


the ſpectators. Yet for all o great a deſire the . 
ſchoolmaſter had of ſending away all the compa- 
ny well pleaſed, he could not complete it. For 
giving all the prizes to certain ſcholars, whoſe. 
relations paid bim beſt, the mothers of the ſcho- 
lars that had been negleQed were affronted, and 


openly accuſed the ſchoolmaſter of partiality. 


Thus this entertainment, wbich had done ſo 
much bonour till then, was like to have reſem- f 
bled the feaſt of Mn . 
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Gil Blas arrives at Madrid: an 1 of 1. 
firſt . he fer ved there. 
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derſtanding there was a merchant, in Olme- ; 


do, ho had been at Valladolid, and was return - 
ing to Segovia with four light mules, I got age 
quarnted with him, and rode on one of them to 
Segovia, where he invited me to his houſe, and 
detained me there two days, Wn much was I got 


into 
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into his favour. When he found I was going 
to ſet out for Madrid: by the muleteer, he in- 
trulled me with a letter, bidding me deliver it 
| With my own hand, as it was directed. He did 
not inform me that it was aletter of recommens 
dation. However, I did not fail to carry it to 
Signior Mattheo Melendez, a linen draper at 
Madrid; who no ſooner knew the contents of 
it, than he very complaiſantly ſaid to me, Sig- 
nior Gil Blas, my acquaimance, Pedro Falatio, 
writes in ſo preſſing a manner in your behalf, 
that I muſt intreat you to lodge at my houſe. 
He has alſo defired me to uſe my endeavours to 
get you a good place, which, I undertake with | 
pleaſure, not doubting but that I thall get one 
that will be very agreeable to you. 
l accepted of Melendez's, offer with the more 
Joy as my finances were every day diminiſhing. 
wever, I was not long a burthen to him. 
ben Thad ſtaid with him eight days, he informed 
0 that he had juſt been recommending me to 
2 gentleman of his acquaintance, who had occaſi- 
on for a valet de chambre, and he thought he - 
would take me. The gentleman coming in at 
that time, Signior, ſaid-Melendez, letting him 
=_ ſee me, this is the young man I told you of. 
1 He is a youth, ſor whoſe honeſty and ſobriety 
| I will anſwer. The gentleman looked attentive- 
ly at me, and (aid he was pleaſed with my coun- 
tenance, and that he would hire me for his va» 
let. Come along with me, added he, and I will 
let you ice what you will have to do. 80 bids 
ding che merchant good morrow, he conducted 
7 2 me 
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| me to the broad ſtreet AE gt. Pl ph church 
g We entered a pretty genteel houſe, of. which he 
poſſeſſed one wing. We aſcended a ſtair-caſe of 
ſix ſteps, and came to a room which had two 
doors; one within anothet ; - the firſt had a ſmall. 
| lattice window, We went through that toom 
into another, where was a bed and other furni-” 
ture, rather neat than rich, 
As my new maſter had atentirely conſidered 
me at Melendez's, ſo did I alfo in my turn ex- a 
amine him. He was a man of about fifty years 
of age, had a ſerious reſerved look, though theres 
was good - nature in it withal; all his temper 
was agreeable to his aſpect. He queſtianed me a 
good deal about my family. And being, ſatiſ· 
fied with the account I gave him of myſelt; Gil. 
Blas, ſays he, I take thee to be a ſenſible young 
man, and am pleaſed I have met with thee: thou. 
ſhalt have no reaſon to complain. I will, av. 


thee fix reals a»day for thy board and wages, Per 45 | 


ſides the vails you will get in my ſetvice. Lan 
eaſily pleaſed. I do not eat at home. All that 
thou wilt have to do, will be, to bruſh my cloaths' 
in the morning, dteſs me, and the reſt of the... 
day you may do' what you pleaſe; only take 
care to come back early in the evening, and lay 
for me at the door. I demand no more of thee, 
Having thus informed me of my buſineſs, he [ 
took fix reals out of his pocket, and gave me for 
the uſe already mentioned. After which Wwe 
went out of the houſe again, he locked the doors 
himſelf, and put the keys in his pocket. Friend, 
ſays he, do not follow me. Go where you _ 
Vol. I, : ES | chuſeʒ 
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chuſes but take cate.to be on the ſtairs when TL. 
return at night. Saying this, be left me to vic wh 
what uſe I thought Proper of the remainder: of the Ml 
day. 7 | 
'Gil Blas, ſays Ito "myſelf, F baſt 1 „ 
good maſter indeed. Six reals a day for biuſn- 
ing his cloaths, and dreſſing him in the morning, 
and the remainder of the time to do what thou 
thinkeſt proper. This is certainly the eaſieſt 
place that ever man had. No wonder I had ſo 
great a deſire to be at Madrid. My excellent 
genius put me on it. I cannot be more happy 
n my circumſtances, | I. ſpent the day in walk». 
ing vp and down the city, admiring every thing 
that was new to me, and that was not little. 1 
Jupped at an eating-houſe in our neighbourhood y 
in the evening; and then repaired to the place 
appointed for me to ſtay for him. Three quar- 
ters of an hour after I had been there, he came, 
and appeared well pleaſed that I had been ſo ex- 
act. It is very well, ſays he; I like that ſervants 
ſhould be punctual. At theſe, words, he opened 
the doors of his apartment, and afterwards lock- 
ed them upon us. As it was dark, he ſtruck a ö 
light with bis tinder-box, and lighted a candle. 
I then aſſiſted him in undreſſing. When he 
was in bed, I put a candle on his chimney as he 
ordered me, and carried the other into the anti- 
chamber, where I was to lie in a bed without 
curtains. He roſe the next morning between 
nine and ten. And when I had bruſhed his 
ecloaths, he gzve me {ix reals more, and ſent me 
away till night. 1 perceived when he went out, 
1 + that 


* 9 — , 7 8 f „ 2 * * 2 * p 8 : > 2 . 
wi: AS. . v8 


that he took great care to lock his. doors; ane 


ſo we did not lee « one another Moy: till the ' 
vening. 

After ſuch a manner did we live, hich 1 
thought very agreeable. But the beſt of all was, | 
I did not know my maſter's name. Melendez 
was ignorant of it himſelf, he being no further 
acquainted with him, than that he was accuſtom- 
ed to come to his ſhop, and purchaſe linen of 
him. I could not be any better informed by 
our neighbours. They all let me know that they _ 
were not acquainted with my maſter, though he 
had had thoſe lodgings two years; that he kept 
company with nobody in the neighbourbood: 
and ſome of them, who were apt to judge raſh». 
ly, concluded from thence, that he certainly 
was not ſo good as he ſhould be. They went 
ſtill farther, they imagined him to be one of the 
king of Portugal's ſpies z and adviſed me to take 
care of myſelf, I was greatly diſturbed-at what 
they ſaid, fancying that it might be true, and T 

| ſhould. run the hazard of viſiting the priſon at 
Madrid. Though I was perfectly innocent, 1 
could not avoid being timorous, my palt misfor- 
tunes having taught me to fear juſtice.” - For 1 
bad found by experience, that if ſhe did not pu- 
niſh the innocent, ſhe had at leaſt no reſpect to 
the laws of hoſpirality; and that it was always a 
terrible thing to fall into her hands. | 
On fo nice an occaſion, I went to conſult * 
with Melendez, who did not know what to ad- 
viſe me to do. Though he did not imagine my 
maſter to be a ſpy, yet he did not know what to 
T's >; wake 
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make of him elſe. 1 determined to watch him, 
and if I found that he. was an enemy to the ſtate,. 
to leave him. But I thought the eaſineſs of 
my place required me to be very certain of it. 
For this intent, I parrowly obſerved all his ac- 
tions; and to ſound him, ſaid to him one night, 
when |. was undrefling. him, I know not how a 
man can live fo as to avoid ſlander This. is at 
wicked world, and ſome of our neighbours. are 
as bad as any in it; "they deal ſolely in ſcandal. 
You cannot think by they ſpeak of us, Well, 
Gil Blas, replied he, bot, child, what can "they. 
ſay of us? _ Scandal, anſwered, 3 never wants 
matter. Virtuęe itſelf is often ſacrificed to its 
purpoſe, Our neighbours fag we are danigerous_ 
people; ; that the court ſhould look after us. In, 
| ſhort, Sir, they imagine that you are one of the 
king of Portugal's ſpies. Saying this, I viewed, 
_ = my maſter as. $lexander did- his. phylician, and ; 
wr uſing all my penetration to ſee what an effect my. 
3 report produced on him, I imagined I perceiv= 
ed ſome alterations in him, which. agreed too 
well with our neighbours? conjectures. He 
ſeemed very penſive: but ſoon recovering bim- 
" felf, ſaid, with a great deal of tranquillity, Gil. 
Blas, never mind what our neighbours tay ; 3 
it is not worth our while troubling outſelves a- 
bout them. They may judge of us ag they. think 
proper, ſo long as we bave e them no rea- 
on for it. i 
- _ He added no more, . went to bed, and 
followed his example, not knowing what to make 
of him. The next day, as we were making tear 
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dy to go out, we heard a great rapping at the 
door. My maſter opened the innermoſt, and 
Jooking through. the lattice, perccived a well 
drefſed man, who thus ſpoke, to him. Signior, 
T am an Alguazil, and am come to inform you 
that Monſicur the corregidor would chuſe to 
ſpeak with you, What would he have with 
me? replied my patron. The alguazil a wer- 
ed, he did not know, you will ſoon be informed 
of it. I am his humble ſervant, replied my ma- 
ſter; but have nothing to do with him. Say- 
ing this; he ſhut the ſecond ddor haſtily upon 
him, as if he was not very well pleaſed with what 
the alguazit-ſaid. He gave me 6x reals, ſayings 
'Gil Blas, my friend, thou mayeſt go out. 1d 
not intend going abtoad ſo early, and have no 
further occaſion for you this morning. This 
made me imagine that he was afraid, of being ap- 
prebended, and ſtaid at home, to avoid it. Ileft 

bim; and to ſatisfy myſelf in the matter, Te. 
creted myſelf i in a place where 1 could perceive 
him when he went out. I was determined not 
to ſtir till 1 ſaw what would come of it; and a- 
bout an hour after ſaw him come out with an 
air of aſſurance, that perplexed my e 
but gid not cure me of them; for I had no | 
 yourable opinion of him. 1 thought that His 


looks were artificial; that he ſtopt behind to cat 4 5 4 


ry off his gold and jewels, and was perhaps oY 5 
to ſave himſelf by immediate flight, I didn +: 
expect to ſce him again, and was doubtful whee 

ther 1 thould go to ſtay for him at night; but 1 

7 changed my mind, and Oe? to my poſt at 
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Th 8 time. I was not a little amazed 
to ſee him teturn. He went to bed without ap- 


pearing the leaſt uneaſy, and roſe with the ſame 
_compoſure of mind the next day. 


While he was dreſſing himſelf, we were dit. | 


4 turbed with a rapping at the door, as it was the 


day before. My maſter looked through the lat- 


tice, and ſaw the alguazil was there again, and 
aſked what he wanted? Open the door, an- 


ſwered the alguazil, it is Monſieur the corregi- 
dor. My blood froge in my veins at ſo awful a 


name; for I was confoundedly afraid of thoſe 
gentry ever ſince I had been in their hands, 


and would willingly have been an hundred 


ceived the corregidor with reſpect, You ſee, 
Sir, ſays the corregidor, I am not come with my 
attendants along with me; I want to do ever 
thing in as quiet a manner as poſſible, Not with 
ſtanding the bad reports that paſs on you in the 
City, I think there is ſo much due you, that you 
have the appearance of a gentleman. Tell me 
your name then, Sir, and what you are doing at 


Madrid ? Signior, replied my malter, my name 
is Don Bernard de Caſtel Blazo, and I am a na- 


tive of New Callile. With reſpect to my buli- 
neſs, I entertain myſelf with ſeeing plays, walk- 
ing and amuſing myſelf daily with the company 
of ſome agreeable people. You have a great in- 


dome, no doubt, ſays the corregidor. No, Sir, 


replied my maſter, 1 have no income at all, nor 
houſes, nor land. How do you. lire then? te- 
N * 


— , * 


leagues from Madrid. As for my maſter, he 
was not afraid, He opened the door, and re- 
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plied the corregidor. I will let you fee; ſays' my 

maſter. At theſe words he lifted up a'hanging, 
opened a door that I had not perceived before, 

and after that another within it, which led to a 


cCloſet, where was a large cheſt full of pieces of 


9 


gold. © He bid the judge en himſelf, and prom 
fs 8 48 in this manner. 
Signior, you know that the Span are not 
Flt: of work: and 1 believe of all the Spani- 
ards in the world, Iam the leaft fond of it. L | 
am ſo indolent, that it renders: me incapable 5 | 
being fir for any employment. If I would change 
my vices into virtues, I might ſtile that lazineſs 
- philoſophical indolence; That it was the work 
of mind taken off from things which are moſt 
purfued by men. But I muſt freely own to you 
that I am conftitutionally-lazy;” that if I was o- 
bliged to work for my maintenance, I'ſhould: 
ſtarve. That I might live therefore agreeable _ 
to my fancy, and ſave the plague of a ſteward, 
I converted all my eſtate, conſiſting of ſeveral 
| - conſiderable. inheritances, into money. That 
money in this cheſt, amounting to about fifty: _ 
thouſand ducats, will be more than I will have 
occaſion for, were I to live till. I was a hundred 
years of age, being now fixty; and I. do not 
ſpend above a thoufand-a year. I am not at all 
anxious for what is to happen, becauſe, thank 
Sod, 1 am no ways addicted to any of the three. 
—_— that ruin men for the molt part. Tam 
not fond of either feaſting or gaming, and am 
quite dane with the fair ſex. I am notafraidof 
e Noa ANI thoſe old dotards, who are | 
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over ſond of che ſex when the ſeaſon-is paſt, aid 


ſhall. never Fo at any: FRO to F OO 
fayours.. : 


| You are a, \-bappy: man, 10 0 0 os 
You are very unjuſtly ſuſpected of being a ſpy; 


it being by no means ſuitable to a man of your 


temper. Continue in your way, Don Bernard, 


lays he; and inſtead of diſturbing you I will 


heteafter be your defender, and defre the farour 


of your friendſhip, and in return 1 offer you 


mine. Signior, ſaid my: maſter, accept of ſo 


.obliging a propolal with joy and reſpedt. You 
add o my wealth, and make my happineſs-com» 
plete, by giving me your friend{bip. The al- 


(gyazil. and 1 heard this diſcourſe- in the neut 


toom. Don Bernard could not enough expreſs 


bis gratitude for the extraordinary civilities of 


the corregidor + and my maſter's example put me 


upon exerting myſeif to do honour to the algua- 
zil. I made him a hundred profound bows ; 


though 1 had that diſdain and averſion for him 


at the bottom, which every man of honbur 


rally has ag one of his n 7 Ht 
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How Gil Blas was furprized by meeting. baten 


Nolando at Madrid: and the many curious 


vo. bing which that Robber related to him. > < 


* 


ON Bernard de Caſtel EE having 3 ace. E 
companied the corregidor to the ſtreet, 


in{tantly. | 


o 
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Inſtantly returned to ſee that bis box 8 was a 
and his doors well faſtened, Then we went out, 


better ſatisfied than we were before, Don Ber- 
( ard having the corregidor for his friend, and I. 
| being ſure of my fix reals a- day. determined 


to go and inform Melendez of the adventure; 


and when I was near his. houſe, ſaw Captain Ro». 


lando. I: was in a terrible ſurprize,. and could 
not avoid. ſhivering at the fight. of him. He 
knew me again, came very gravely up to me, and 


ſtill preſerving bis air of ſuperiority, bid me fol · 
low him. I trembled all the while, and in my 
fright obeyed him. He will no doubt, ſaid 1 


to myſelf, make me pay what I owe him; whi- 
ther will he carry me? perhaps there may be 
ſome ſubterranean abode alſo in this city. Deuce 
take it, if I was certain of it, 1 would let him ſee 
that I have not got the gout in my feet. I went 
behind him, looking particularly at what place 
be ſtopped, e if I did not like it, to 


run for it. 
My feat were 1 baniſhed, LS Rolando's 


entering xgenteel tavern. I followed him. He : 


aſked for the beſt wine, and told the landlord. to 
prepare dinner. While dinner was making rea- 
dy, Captain Rolando began bis diſcourſe to me, 
in this manner. Gil Blas, thou mayeſt well be 
amazed, to meet thy old commander here; and 
thou wilt be ſtil} more ſo, when thou heareſt- 
what Fam going? to inform thee, The day I 


left thee in our ſubterranean habitation, while 
I and my companions went to Manſilla, to dif - 
-= of the horſes and mules we bad taken the 


1. 1 day. 
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day before, we met the corregidor of Leon' s ſon + 
in his coach, accompanied by four men on horſe» 
back, well armed. Two of them we made an 
end off, the other two took themſelves to flight. x, 
The coach man, afraid of his maſter's life, in a 
ſoppliant voice, cried, Gentlemen, for God's 
ſake do not murder the only ſon of the corregi- 
dor of Leon. My comrades, inſtead of relent- 
ing at theſe words, were more furiouſly enraged 
againſt the corregidor's ſon. * Do not let the ſon 
of our mortal enemy eſcape, ſays one of my 
comrades. How many of our profeſſion has his 
fotlet paſſed ſentence on! Let us be revenged, 
and facrifice this victim to their manes. The 
reſt of my comrades approved of his ſpeech ; and 
my lieutenant was making ready to act the part 
of the high prieſt in the ſacrifice, when | ſtopped 
him, ſaying, Hold, why ſhould we. ſpill blood 
2 | ? Let us be ſatisfied with this young 
man's purſe, fince be makes no reſiſtance. It 
would be cruel to put him to death. Beſides, 
he is not anſwerable for his father's actions: and 
bis father does but his duty in paſſing ſentence 
ON us, as we do ours, when we caſe travellers of 
their bucthens. 

In this manner did I intercede for the corre · 
gidor's ſon; and it was not ineffeCtual; we took 
nothing but the money he had, and carried the 

two dead men's horſes off with us, which we 

_ diſpoſed of with the reſt at Manſilla. Aſter- 

ward?, we returned to our cavern, which we 

reached a little before it was light the next day. 

We were greatly amazed to and the trap-door 
8 | 
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lifted: up 3 and ok amazement was ſtill greater, | 2 i} 
when we ſaw. Leonora faſtened: to''a table. = 
Sbe briefly. informed us of what bad happened. 1 

x "Ms were ſurprized how thou couldſt deceive 

us. We did not imagine that thou wert capa= - 

3 1 E os playing us ſuch a trick; and we pardon- 0 
ed thee on aceount of thy contrivance. we 

untied Leonora, and bid her get us ſomething. . 

good for to eat; while 1 and my / companions: 1 
| 


went to look after our horſes. We found the 
old negro, who had: eat nothing for four and 
twenty hours, juſt a- dying · We would willing» 
ly have ſaved: him, had it been in our power: 
but he was too far gone, and otherwiſe ſeemed 
ſo near his end, that we left the poor devil as we 
found bim. This did not deprive us of an ap- 
petite for our breakfaſt; aſter which, being ſa» 
tisfied, we ſlept away-the remainder of the day; | 
When we awoke, Leonora acquainted us that: 
Domingo was dead; ſo. we carried him into 
the cellar, whete: thou mayeſt remember; thou 
uſedſt to lie, and interred: him as formally as 
it he had had the honour of being one wo ous 
comrades. . 

A few- days aſter, 286 we were ok am in- 
eutſion, we met three troops of St. Hermandad's 
officers at the entrance: of the woods At we 

ſa no more than one roop at firſt, we deſpiſed 
them, though they were far mote numerous than | 
us We attacked them; and while we were 
in the: other two, which had kept them 
ſelves hitherto conceaisd, hote dowu upon us bo 
MW that our courage was of no icrvice to- 
: 1 6. us. 
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us. On this occaſion our lieutenant and other 
two of my comrades were flain. The two that 
remained and myſelf were overpowered: and ta - 
ken. To of the troops conducted us to Leon: 
while the other went and ruined our retreat, 
Which was diſcovered in this manner: A pea- 
fant of Lucena croſſing the foreſt in his return 
home, by chance ſaw our trap-door lifted up, 
the very day that thou eſcapedſt with the lady. 
He thought that it =o our habitation, but had 
not. reſolution to go in; he fatisfied himfelf with 
obſerving the place, and made thoſe remarks by 
which he might find it again. He cut off ſome 
olf the bark of the neighbouring trees as he went 
along, until he had got quite out of the wood, 
He then repaired to Leon to inform the corregi- 
dor of it, who was the better pleafed with it, as 
his ſon had lately been robbed by our company. 
He immediately aſſembled thoſe three troops of 
St. Hermandad's officers to ow Sy and * 857 
ſant was their guide 15 
I was a ſhow for the FO FER of Lavs; on 
e in that city. The people could not 
| have been more deſitous of ſeeing me, bad I been 
a Portugueſe general, taken priſoner of war and 
brought . thither. - Behold the noted captain! 
ſaid they, who truck the whole country with ter - 
fror z he and his two companions deſerve to be 
put to the moſt cruel death, We were taken 
before the corregidor, who began to inſult me. 
Heaven, wearied out with the diforders of thy 
life, ſays he, has at laſt given ſuch a raſcal inte 
my hands, My Lord, rephed I, if my crimes. 
$f bo: ne 


F 


are manifold, you eannot reproach me with the 
death of your only fon, 1 preſerved his life: 
you muſt be a little favourable to me on that 
- account. ' Knave, "replied he, men are not o· 
bliged to act generoully to luch rafcals as thou 
art, and if, 1 had a deſtre to fave you, the duty 


of my office would not ſuffer me. Having fail 


this, he cauſed us to be impriſoned ina dunge- 
on, where my companions did not linger long; 


for they were taken out at the end of three days 
to act their laſt rragical ſcene in the market · place. 


As for me, I was kept three whole weeks in the 


dungeon, thinking that my execution was put 


off only to make it the more terrible; and 1 
expected a new kind of death: but the corregi- 
dot then ordering! me to be brought before him, 
faid, Hearken to thy ſentence; thou art free, 
My only fon would have been killed, had it not 
been for thee : as a father, I-cannot in gratitude 


but acknowledge that piece of fervice : being a 
judge, I had it not in my power to pardon thee, 


dut I wrote to court in thy behalf. T have ob- 
tained a pardon for thee, and thou mayeſt go 
| where thou thinkeſt proper: but, added he, 
take my advice, beware of offending again. Let 
this happy event teach thee to quit thy wicked 
courſe of lite. I was much affected with what he 
1 ſaid, -andſet out for Madrid, reſolving to follow his 
atlvrce, and live in an honeft manner in that city. 
1 found my father and mother both dead, and 
their eſtates in poſſeſſion of an old relation, who 
gave me ſuch an account of it as relations come 
monly do. I have been able to get no more 
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than three "thouſand. quests, which likely. as” 
not a fourth part of what was my due. But in 
| that caſe what could I do ? I. would have gained 
| nothing by. a law ſuits o accepted of it, and 
to avoid idleneſs purchaſed an alguazil's place. 
My brethren would, out of decorum, have been 
_ againſt admitting me, had they been acquainted 
with my hi Rory but luckily they were either 
ignorant of it, or pretended to be ſo, which was 
all one. Indeed, in, ais reſpectable ſociety it 
is every one's intereſt to conceal his actions as 
well as he can. Heaven be praifed, on that 
ſcore we bave nothing to reproach one another 
with: the devil take the beſt. Vet, friend, 
continues Rolando, to pen my mind to thee, 
IJ am not at all fond of my profeſſion. It re- 
quires a behaviour too myſterious and tricking 
for me. Here one can only commit ſecret and 
crafty rogueries, I liked my old trade far bets 
ter. My new one indeed is ſafer, but the for- 
mer is more agreeable, and I am fond of liberty. 
Lam inolined ro, diſpoſe of my place, ànd go to 
the mountains at the ſource of the tiver Lagus- 
1. know there is a band of Catalans, who are the 
braveſt fellows 3 in the world, that have a, ſecure 
retreat there. If you will go with me, we will 
incteaſe their company. I ſhall be captain's. 
ſecond; and. will aſſure them, for thy better re- 
ception, that * have ſeen thee. often engaged by. 
my fide. I. III extol thy: valour in a ſurpriſing. 
manner. I will praiſe. thee, more than a general. 
does an officer whom he wants to have promote. 
ed. I will. not mention the. trick thou put 
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upon ns, left they ſhould ſuſpe thee. Well, 


ſays he, wilt thou go t with me: 1 wait for 
thy anſwer. + 
_ .. Every one is inclined a Aiken way, keplicg 
1: you are born for bardy deeds, and 1 fer an 
| eaſy quiet life I underſtand you, faid he: you 
are {lil}, 1 ſupooſe, in love with the lady whom 
you reicued from us, and no doubt you lead an 
eaſy life with her here at Madrid. Own, Git 
Blas, that you ſtay with her here; and live on 
the piſtoles that you took from our cave. I 
told him that he was in a miſtake; and would 
relate him the biſtory of that lady while we were 
at dinner, and all mY happened to me fince 
bad left the company. After we had dined, he 
| reſumed his diicourſe of the Catalans. tie con- 
feſſed that he was determined to join them, 
and again perſuaded me to go with him: but 
| ſeeing that I was againſt it, he gave me a fierce 


look, and faid in a furious manner, Since 


thou haſt ſuch a mean ſoul as. to-prefer thy flave 
iſh condition to the honour of being admitted in- 


ta the company of men of courage, I leave thee 


to the lowneſs cf thy ſpirit. But liſten to what 


I ſay to thee, and always remember it. Forget 


| what thou halt heard from me to-day, don't 
ſpeak of me to any. body. If 1. underſtand that: 
thou doſt ſo much as mention me in convers 


: ſation Thou knoweſt me, and that is ſuffi - 
cient 80 laying, he called for the 2 . 


1 5 N and we depurin, 
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| Don Bernard de Caſtel 1 Blah 3 bw hem” 


J maſter was paſſing by when we were 
coming out of the tavern, and taking 
leave of one another, He perceived me, and I faw 
that he more than once caft his eye upon the 
captain. I ſuppoſed thit he was amazed to find 
me with fuch a kind of a man; for his very ap- 
pearance was enough to let one into his charac- 
ter. He was tall, long viſaged, and although- 


be was not a bad lcoking man, yet he had the 


air of a rogue, and ſomething in his face that 
was ſhocking. | 


I was not miſtaken in my tt © - 
found in the evening that Don Bernard's head 
was full of the captain, and that he was diſpoſed to 


5 believe every thing I knew of him, if! durſt in- 


form him. Gil Blas, ſays he, what tall man. 
was that 1 ſaw thee with to-day? An alguazil, 
Sir, ſaid 4 imagining that would be enougt to 
content Yor But he aſked me ſeveral other 
.: queſtions about him; and ſeeing me rather per- 
' plexed, which was owing to Rolando's threats, 
that were freſh in my memory, he ſaid no 
mote, but went to bed. Next morning when 
I had dreſſed him as uſual, inftead of fix reals, 


he gave me. fix. ducats, aying, Friend, I give 
there that for this day's ſervice. Go, and ſeek, 
for another mailer. I will. not have a ' ſervant 


that 


| E. kedps) boch l en 15 5 7 „ juificition'T I 


_ anſwered, that my acquaintance with the algua- 
il was occaſioped by my having attended him 
when I preſcribed at Valladolid. Very well, 
-replied my mäſter, that is a very fine excuſe; 
but you ſhould have made it laſt night. I 
thought it would be wron gefor mee to do it then, 


IL faid, and that was the reaſon of my confuſion. 


Wes, yes, replied my maſter, you were very pru - 


dent indeedg 4 did not imagine that you bad 


been ſo ounningz oried be, clapping. myiſhould- 
ers gently: Go, child, 1 will have OC 
moe to ſay to thee. 


Immediately 1 went to det , Mi. 
vcbis Pell news. He heard me, and ſaid, dot 
mind; I will get thee à better place. And 


uccordingly 4 ſe days after the told me thax he 
had procured me the beſt place in Madrid. 
Gil. Blas, ſald he, thou lictle, imagineſt that 


chou art going to be ſo happy as 1 ſhall 
make thee. I have recommended thee to Don 


Matthias de Silva, a man of che firſt rank, 


- one of thoſe young gentlemen who go under 
: the” name of beaus. I have the honour to 
ſerve him with whatever he wants in the mer - 


cery or drapery way. It is true, indeed, he 
Purchaſes ſilks and linens from me upon truſt; 


but we never-loſe by gentlemen of his rank in 
the end. hey marry rich heireſſes or widows, 


Who pay what they are owing , and even rf that 


- ſhould not happen, we charge their goods in 


ſuch a manner, that if we have one part in four, 
we are pretty well off, Don Matthias's ſte ward is 
9 EE” my 
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my intimate friend. We will go to him: be 
will preſent you to bis maſter; and you may be 


aſſured that, upon my W he _— treat 
you well. 35 


As we were polls a to ow! Matthiar 85 Me- 


enen ſaid to me, 1 think it would not be a- 


miſs if you were to know the character of the 
ſteward. His name is Gregorio Rodriguez. 


Between you and me, he was not worth a 


farthing, when he firſt came into bufinefs ; but, 


finding he had a genius for it, he followed it, 
and has made a fortune out of two families, in 


V Which he has ſerved as a ſteward. I aſſure you 


he is very vain, and will have the other ſervants 
reſpect him. When they have the leaſt favour 
to aſk of their maſter, they muſt firſt addreſs 
themſelves to him; for ſhould they obtain it, 
without his intereſt, he will always find ſome 
means or other, to prevent its taking effect. 

"Therefore, Gil Blas, mind this rule, and 


never neglect paying even more court to him, 
than to bis maſter. Uſe all means to get into 
his favour. His f1iendlhip will be of great ſer - 
vice to ou. He will be punctual in paying 
you your wages, and do ſomething more for you. 
I you obtain his favour, he may now. and then 
allow you a little bone to. pick, while: he poſ- 
ſeſſes the great ones himſelf, He does what he 


thinks proper. Don Matthias minds, nothing 
but his pleaſures, and would not inform himſelf 
of the condition of his own affairs for the world. 


What a fine houſe is that for a ſteward! © 
\ When we arrived at the houſe, we enquired 


us 


for Signior k 1 n were informed that 


he was in his own apartment. He was there, 


with a kind of a farmer, with a beg full of 


piſtoles. The ſteward, who ſeemed to be of a 
more fallow complexion than a gitl worn out 


with celibacy, advanced with open arms-towards 
Melendez. Melendez opened his in the ſame 
manner, and they embraced each other with de- 
monſtrations of joy, in which at leaſt there was 
a8 much art as nature. Their ſalutations being. 
over, they talked of me. Rodriguez having 
narrowly examined me, very politely ſaid, I 
was juſt ſuch a one as Don Matthias wanted, 
and that he would preſent me to him, with plea» 
ſure. Upon this, Melendez informed him what 
a regard he had for me; deſiring the ſteward to 
take me into bis care. After which he left us 
together: and as ſoon. as he went away, Ro- 


driguez ſays, I will introduce you to my maſter, 
as ſoon as I hav ne with this honeſt farmer: 
then taking 2 bag, ſaid, Talego, let us ſee if 


the. money be exact. He counted out. five 


hundred piſtoles, and ſaid, it will do, the ſum 
is right. Upon which he gave him a receipt, 


and fent him away. He put the piſtoles into 

a bag again. Then addreſſing himſelf to me, 
| faid, Now we will go to the levee of my maſter. 
He for the molt part riſes about mid-day. It is 
an hour paſt, and I fancy he is riſen, 


2 


As the ſteward ſaid, we found him in his 


morning-gown, lolling in an eaſy· chaic, one of 


his legs over one arm of it, and his head over the 


other, and his noſe full of ſnuff. He was talk» 
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thai wich" a Gotti, who $a the this of a . 


My lord, ſays the ſteward, I take the freedom to 


preſent to you a young man in place of him you 


«diſmiſſed the day before yeſterday: he is recom- 
.meaded by Melendez your draper, who affures 
eme that he is a lad of merit, and I think you 
will be pleaſed with him. It is ſuffieient, ſays 


the young lord, that you introduce him to me. 


A rake him into my ſcrvice He ſhall be my 
valet de chambre. Fhat affair, Kodriguez, ad- 
ded he, is ſettled. I have ſomethingielſe to tell 
you. You are come very importunely, for I 
was juſt going to fend for you. Dear Rodri- 
guez, I have bad news to tell you; 1 had not 


good luck laſt night. Beſides the hundred 


piſtoles 1 had of you, I loft two hundred upon 
Honour. Tou are ſenſible of what importance 

it is for perſons of quality to difcharge ſuch a 
debt. It is indeed the only ſort which we are 
vbliged in point of honour to pay. We are not 
much concerned for the reſt You muſt get 
me therefore, as ſoon as poſſible; two hundred 


piſtoles, and fend them to the Counteſs of Pe- 


_ -droſa. Sir, fays the Reward, it is eaſier ſaid than 
done Where ſhall 1 find ſach a ſum to pleaſe 


you ? Tho' I threaten your tenants hard, they | 
uo not bring me a farthing , your family muſt be 


maintained in a genteel matiner. My thoughts 
are continually racked to find wherewithal to an- 
wer the expence. I have hitherto made. a fhift 
to do it, but it will be a miracte if I hold out 
much longer. It don't fignity what you ſay, cried 


Doh Matthias imefrupting him, you. val vex 
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me with your pw Do not imagine, Y 
Rodriguez, that I will alter my way. of living, or 
look after my eſtate: a, fine amuſement for a 

man of pleaſure like mel, Indeed, Sir, replied. 
the ſteward, as matters go, t ſoreſee that in a very 


ſhort time that care will be taken off your hands. 


You tire my life out, ſays the young lord a little 
baſtily 3 let me ruin myſelf without being aware 
of it, I tell you. that. you mult procure, me tuo 
hundred piſtoles. I will, then go again to che. 
little old man of whom you have already borrowed 
money at a great intereſt, ſays Rodriguez, Ido, 
not care to whom you have recourſe, ſays the 
young, lord, provided I have the 90% You. 
may go to the devil for it, if you will, | 
Saying theſe words in a haſty: and ogy man- 
ner, the. ſteward; went out, and a young perſon 
of family; came in, whoſe, name was Don An- 
tonio Centelles, What is the, matter, friend, 
ſays the lattet to my maſter, you appear not to 


be in a very good humour? Who has been the 
occaſion of it? I will lay R the per- 
ſon 1 met as I was coming in. Yes, ſaid; Don 


Matthias, I have ſuch another ttoubleſome 


ſte ward, replied Don Antonio. When the ra- 


cal, after my repeated orders, brings money for”. 
me, one would imagine it was bis own. He 
is full of his advice, dir, ſays he, you will ruin 
yourſelf. Your rents are ſeized. I am obliged. 
to interrupt him, and put an end to his diſcourſe. 
The loſs is, ſays Don Matthias, we cannot do 
vithout theſe ſort of people; they are neceſſary. 
evils, ag are : fo, 4 Watcher But hark, 


ſays 7 
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fays he; 6 


ned. With that he burſt into a fit of laughter; 


to comic, and amuſe ourſelves with what has ſo 


moralize as much as they think proper, we 
ſhall bring me bis accounts, and my ſteward 


formed of nothing but my profuſion, and I of 


it? 


we ſhall ſee one another again. I leave you with 
theſe gentlemen, You have, no doubt, ſome 
buſineſs of importance together. No, no, faid 


twenty per cent! ſays Centelles amazed You 


pay. Impoſition! ſays the old uſurer. What 


k naves they are! Do they not imagine that there 


N 


n {there is one r the moſt comical wo 
| thoughts come into my head that can be i imagi- 


and then proceeded: Nothing can be better ma- 
naged. We will change theſe ſerious ſcenes in- 


much perplexed us. It is this; I will aſk your 
ſteward for as much money as I ſtand in need of, 
and you may do the ſame by mine. Let them 


ſhall hear them with indifference, Your ſteward - 
ſhall do the ſame by you. Lou will be in- 
nothing but n Ik will be fine ſport, won't 


They both diverted themſelves with the 
thoughts of i it, and were laughing at it, when 
their mirth was interrupted by the ſteward, Who 
returned with a little old man, almoſt quite 
bald. Don Antonio would have withdrawn. 
Farewell, Don Matthias, ſays he, by and by 


my maſter, ſtay, this is a diſcreet old perſon, - 
who lends me money at twenty per cent. How, 


| deal with honeſter people than I do; I am o- 
= liged to give far more for every piſtole that 1 
* orrow : forty per cent. is the common thing I 


is another world? I am"mnot amazed that vſury” 


is ſo much railed at. *Qurhonour andTCputati- 
on are ruined by the exorbitant profit that ſome 
exact. We would not be reviled fo much, if 
all my brethren were Uke me. I for the moſt 
part only lend money to oblige my neighbours. 
Ah! if times were now as they OT Ne. 
been, I would lend you money without intereſt; 
and notwithſtanding they are now ſo bad, my 
_ conſcience will ſcarcely allow me to take even 
twenty per cent. But they ſay there is no f- 
ver in the mines, that the bowels of the earth 
ate exhauſted of it; and its ſcarcity makes me 
incroach upon morality. * = ef * 
How much have you occaſion for? added TY 
addreſſing himſelf to my maſter. Two hundred 
piſtoles, replied Don Matthias. Here are four 
hundred in a bag, ſays the uſurer, you may have 
one half of them. Saying this, he pulled a bag 
from under his coat, which appeared to be the 
very ſame one in which the farmer brought the 
five hundred piſtoles to the ſteward. I imme - 
diately knew what was the meaning of it, and 
ſoon after found that Melendez had not told me 
a lie, when he praiſed the ſteward's underſtand- 
ing. The old man put the piſtoles on the table, 
the fight of which ſo inflamed my maſter, that 
he had a great deſire to have the whole ſum. 
Signior Deſcomulgado, ſays he to the uſurer, 1 


have thought better of it, I find I have been in 


the wrong; I aſked to borrow only what I was 
owing, without conſidering that I had not a en- 
gle piſtole in my purſe. Rather than have re- 
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F ſe ty ou k again to en 01 bow I will take the 
dur ee Pines, -. acfigned, replied: 


5 the 1 6 10's elergmn have part of the 


money, who: bas put ſoſſ ßoung women into a2 
nunneiy, and is about furviſaing their lodgings 
for tbem; but ſince you Rand in need of it all, 


vou may . it: all that you have to do is to 


give me good ſecurity. As for ſecurity, ſays. 
Rodriguez interrupting bim, an taking a paper 
out of his pocket, you. ſhall. have very good. 
Hete is a bill for five hundred piſtoles upon Ta- 
lego, as rich farmer of Mondejan, Signior Don 


Matthias need only ſign it. Very well, replied 


the uſurer, I am not hard to pleaſe. Then the 
ſteward gave my maſter a pen, who: ſigned it, 
without reading it, nn all- aa. 3 baue 
was writing 5 
This 1 1 3 * old n man took 


x leave of my: maſter; Don Matthias ran and: em 


braced him, ſaying, Till we meet again, Signior 
Deſcomulgado, I am wholly: yours. I cannot i- 
magine why uſurers. ſhould be uſed like rogues. 


'I think+you ate men very proper for: ſociety. 


You: are the comfort of many heits, and the re- 


ſort of all the lords who exceed their income 


with their: expences. Very true, ſays. Centel- 
les, uſurets are honeſt: people, they cannot be 
too much honoured, Let me alſotembtace this 


worthy man, on account of his twenty per cent. 


So ſaping, he came to the old man to hug bim, 


and theſe two beaux by way of. diderſion drore 


him trom one to another, as they ſtrike a ball at 


eier Alter they had done with him, the/˖ 


: let 


1 
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let him go Aw abs leere, who deferved theit 
embraces as much bs e 8 
As ſoon as they were gone, Don Matthias 
a ſent by the ſervant” that was in the room with 
me the two hundred piſtoles to the Counteſs. of 
Pedroſa. He put the other two hundred piſtoles 
into a green ſilk purſe, which he for the moſt 
part carried about with him Very well content= 
ed to fee himſelf ſo well provided with caſh, he 
with a great deal of gaiety aſked Don Antonio, 
What thall we do to-day? Set us conſult. 
Y ou ſpeak like a ſenſible man, ſays Centelles, 
1 let us think about it. While they were conſi- 
dering, two other lords came into the room, Don 
Fernand de Gamboa, and Don Alexio Segiar, 
both ot them much about the ſame age with my 
maſter, who was near twenty- nine years old. 
Theſe four - gentlemen hugged-each other as 
heartily as if they had not been together for ten 
years. After which Don Fernand, who was a 
jovial companion, ſaid, addreſſing: 29 3 
maſter, Where do you defign to dine g ? If 
you be-not engaged, I will take you to a ee 5 
where you ſhail drink nectar: 1 was there laſt 
night, and did not leave it till between five and | 
fix this morning:» I wiſh I had been there alſo, 
_ cried my maſter, and then I ſhould not have loſt | 
my money. FF | 
4s for me, ſaid eee I invented a new © | 
amuſement laſt night. I am fond of alteration - 
in my pleaſures ; nothing but variety can make M 
life agreeable, One of my acquaintance took | 
| 
| 
' 


me to the houſe of a cuſtom: houſe-officer, one of of 2 3 
Vol. I Bo. thoſe. — 
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thoſe gentlemen whn* do i. own and dis" 
ſtate's buſineſs together. F very thing was ele- 
gant, and the entertainment was genteel enough 2 
but the maſter of the hovſe- had ſomething ve- 


ry ridiculous in his behaviour. Though he. 
was ſprung. from parents of a very low condition, 
yet he pretended mightily to quality, and his 


wife, though ſhe was very ugly, to beauty. 
They both had the Biſcayen accent, which cau- 
ſed the ſilly things they ſaid to appear fli!l more 
fooliſh. Beſides, there were five or fix children, 
with their preceptor, at table; ſo you may ima» 


gint what theic breeding was, 


a % ſays Don Alexio Segiar, ſupped with the ac- : 


treſs Arſenia, We were ſix in number; Arſenia, 
Florimonda, with a coquet, a friend of hers, 
Don Juan de Moncada, the Marquis de Zeneta, 


and your humble fervant. We paſſed the night 
in a very jovial manner, How happy was I! kt 


is true, Florimonda and Arſenia have not over 


much wit, but then they are very wanton, which 
makes them as agreeable as witty, They are 
briſk romping wenches, and Jam a thouſand 
times fonder of them than your. preciſe prim 


Eames, who think fo much of themſelves, 0 ON AC» 
count o! their virtue and ſenſe, 
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Hd w Git Blas became acquainted with the Oaks? 


tlemen's Servants. A wonderful Secret they 
. imparted 2 him, fo pain the Reputation of a 


Man of Wit. and the particular Oath they 0b. 7 


led him to take. 


N this way did theſe ids 3 r 
till Don Matthias, whom I was aſſiſting to 
dreſs, was ready to go out with them. He then 


ordered me to follow bim; and all the rakes to- 


' gether ſet out for the tavern recommended to 


them by Don Fernand de Gamboa. I walked 
behind them with three other ſervants, for each, 
of them had one. I perceived that every one of 


theſe valets imitated his - maſter, and took the 


ſame airs upon himſelf: I faluted them as their 


new companion, and they returned the civility. 
One of them having obſerved me ſome time, 


ſaid, I ſee, brother, by your air, that you have 


ene ſerved a young lord. No, anſwered I, 1 
have not been long in Madrid, 80 I imagined, . 
ſaid he, you have ſtill a country look; you ap- 
| pear timorous and awkward, and are very ſtiff in 
your manners; but it does not ſignify, we will 
ſoon improve you. You flatter me, ſaid I. No, no, 
replied he, we can improve the molt ſtupid ſel- 


low that ever was. Lake my word 10 it, we 
will make you paſs. 3 


There was no occaſion to fay any more, to 
make me underſtand that I had a pareel of fine 


Gen for my brother ſervants, and that. I could 
25 8 K 1 * | not 
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not have got into better. hands to have become mM _ 
proficient in my trade. When we arrived at 1 
the tavern, we found an ente rtainment made rea- 
dy ſor them, which had been or dered in the mor» 

ning by Signior” Don Fernand. - Qur maſters 

ſeated themſelves, and we waited « on them. | All 
the time they were at dinner, they were very a- 

15 | greeable, and I took great pleaſure in hearing 

4 their converſation. heir thoughts, characters, 

4 | and exprethons amuſed me. What fire, what 
Iullies! They appeared to be a new ſort of men. 
After the deſſert, we placed a number of bottles 
of the moſt excellent wines on the table; and 
Jeft them, to go to dinner ourſelves in a room | 
where the cloth was laid on purpoſe ſor us. 

L ſoon perceived that the gentlemen of my, 
_  Jrateinity had more merit than I at firſt thought. 
They were not ſatisfied with taking upon them- 
ſelves the manners of their maſters, they imi- 
tated their language alſo; and theſe. fellows 
ſucceeded fo well, that there was no differ- 
ence, their quality air excepted. Their de- 
portment was free and eaſy; I was delighted 
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With their wit, and deſponded of ever becoming 
as agteeable as them. Don Fernand's ſervant. 
I „bad rhe management of the fealt, becauſe his 
; maſter treated the others: and that nothing 
migbt be wanting, called the landlord, and ſaid, 
, Maſter Andrew Mantua, let us have ten bottles 
N bof your beſt wine; and, as you ate accuſtomed, 
to do, place them down in our-maſter's/ accompt. 
1 Very well, replied the boſt'; but Maſter . 
. continued he, you know Signior Don Fernand 
E. 7 4H p already 
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already owes me a good You; and if with your 
alliftance'l could get a little (cath - = Zh! Sir, 
interrupted the valet, do not be nes about 
| that ; ; I will ahſwer fot him My maſter's debts 
are as good as old gold. 11 is true indeed ſome 
ll natuced ereuitors have ſeized our rents, but 
Tn a little time we intend ſelling” our eſtates, 
and ſo pay off every thing, without examining 
the particulars. 'of your bill. The landlord 
brought the wine, worwirhitanding the rents 
were ſeized, and we drank it in the hopes of 
the replevy. We roaſted one another's healths, 
'by the firnames of our maſters. Don Fernand's 
Tervant called Antonid's Centelles, and Von An- 
'toniv's called Don Fernand's Gamboa. © They 
named me Silva; and by degrees we got as 
drunk under theſe borrowed names, ING lords 
to whom they belonged. | 
Though I did not cut ſach a ae as my 
comrades, yet they ſeemed to be very well plea- 
Ted with me. Silva, faid one of the archeſt a- 
mong them, we (hall make ſometbing of thee f I 
perceive that thou haſt a genius at bottom, bur. 
doſt not underſtand: how to uſe it property. The 5 
fear of blundering prevents. thee from ſpeaking 
any thing at hazard; and I muſt intorm thee, 
that men now a*days gain the name of wits by 
peaking whatever comes uppermoſt. If you. 
chuſe ro ſhine, give your vivacity its ſway, and 
ſpeak every thing that enters into your head. 
"Thy nonſenſe will pass for a noble boldneſs. 
If thou canſt bur utter one witticiſm among a 
Hundred. impertinences, the lilly things thou: 
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, fayeſt will not be minded, and thou wilt be rec- 
koned a man of merit, This is what our maſters 
practiſe. with ſuch ſucceſs, and fo every perſon 
ſhould do that wants to be teputed a wit. 


Beſides being already very defirous of paſſing 
for a fine genius, the ſecret which he had inform- 


ed me to ſucceed in it ſeemed ſo eaſy to me, that 


T was determined not to negleQ it. I imme» 
diately put it in practice, and the wine that I 


bad drank made it ſycceed that is, I ſpoke 


whatever came uppermoſt, and had the good 


luck amongſt many abſurdities to throw out 


ſome fallies of wit, which were much applauded. 
This eſſay filled me with confidence; I collected 


all my vivacity to produce ſome lively fally ; and 
chance ſo much befriended me, that my el 


forts were not unſucceſsful. 


Well, ſays one of my comrades, who „ 


ſpoke to me in the ſtreet, don't you begin to 
mend ? You have not been with us more than two 


hours, and you are already another man, You 


will improve every day more and more. This 
is to ſerve perſons of quality: it elevates the 


mind; citizens? places do not do ſo. I believe it, 


anſwered I, and I will henceforth dedicate my 


' [ſervices to the nobility, Lhat's well ſaid, cried 
Don Fernand's valet, near drunk; it does not 
belong to citizens to have ſuch ſuperior geniuſes 
as we bave. Gentlemen, let us ſwear by the ri- 


vei Styx, never to ſerve ſuch fellows. We all 


| laughed ai Caſpard's ſaying, and approved. of it, 
every one taking the oath with. his glaſs in his 


hand. ö 


. 6 * ; a * 1 4 + a 


\ 
[ 
F 
\ 


f 
| 
= 
ö 
5 


0 r L. BY 61 a 


We did not get up Gi table till our maſtecs 


thought propet to retite, which was about twelve 


at night, and my coinrades thonght they were 


grown very ſober, to retire fo ſoon, But in» 


deed theſe young lords only retired from the ta- 
vern to viſit a noted coquet, who lived in the 
court quarter, whoſe houſe was conſtantly open to 


men of pleaſure. She was above thirty five 
years of age, and was very handſome, and fo a- 


greeable in company, that it is reported ſhe (old 


the remains of her beauty at a higher price than 


ſhe did the firſt fruits. She had always two or 


three coquets of the firſt rank with her, which 
attracted a great number of lords to her houſe. 


They amuſed themſelves in the afternoon, then 


ſupped and paſſed the night in drinking and mak- 
ing merry. Our maſters remained there till 


morning, and ſo did we, without being wearied; 
for while they amuſed themſelves with the miſ- 


trefles, we diverted ourſelves with the maids. 


At laſt. we. ſeparated at day- Drank: , #18 went 
each to his own home. 


My maſter, as uſual, roſe about noon; ebe 
himſelf, and went out. I accompanied him to 


Don Antonio Centelles's houſe, where we founl 
one Don Alvaro de Acunha, an old debauchee, 
All the young gentlemen who wanted to make 
themielves agreeable put themſelves under his 
care, He-formed them for pleaſure, and taught 
them to make a figure in the world, and ſpend their 


eltates. He was not afraid of ſquandering his 


. own, that being done long ago. Aftertheſegentles 
men had laluted one another, Centelles ſaid to my 


. 
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. maſter, Faith, Don Matthias, thou Trey not m7 


come here at a more proper tive Alvaro is 
going to take me to dine with a citizen who to- 
day treats the Marquis de Zeneta and Don Juan 
de Moncada. Thou ſhalt be ofthe party. What 
is 'the citizen's name ? ſays Don Matthias, 
Gregorio de Noriego, anſwers Don Alvaro, and 
in two words I will give you this young man's 
character. His father, who is a wealthy jewel» 
ler, is gone abroad to trade in jewels, and when he 
ſet out, left a very good income with him. Grego- 
rio is a hilly fellow, who has a towardly diſpoſition 
to ipend his eſtate, and, in ſpite of nature, ſets 
up for a wit and a beau. He has defired me to 
teach him, and I can affure you, gentlemen, I 
have put him in a fair way. His income is al- 
ready pretty well exhauſted. It is very proba- 
ble, ſays Centelles. Methinks I fee him alrea- 
dy in an alms houſe. Come, Don Matthias, added 
he, let us get acquainted with him, and help to 
ruin him. With all my heart, replied Matthias. 
I like to ſee thoſe mechanic gentry reduced, who 
pretend to our airs and manners. Nothing, for 
inſtance, ever gave me ſo much pleaſure as when 
the colleQor's ſon was ruined by vanity and ga- 
ming, in making a figure like a lord, ſo that he 
was obliged even to diſpoſe ot his houſe that he li- 
ved in, As for him, ſays Antonio, he deſerves no 
compaſſion he is as foppiſh in his ad verſity as he 
was in his proſperity. : 

Centelles and my maſter went along with Don 
Alvaro to Gregorio Noriega's. Magicon and 1 


n then both of us delighted to find 
not.” 


. 
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that we were like to come i in for ſnips, and help. 
to ruin the citizen. When we came there, we 
ſaw a good many men buſy | preparing dinner. - 


The fumes of the ragouts were molt delicious 


2 odours to vs, The Nas quis de Zenata and Don 
Juan de Moncada were jalt come. The maſter 
of the houſe ſeemed to be as | great a booby as what: 
Don Alvaro had deſcribed. He in vain attempt- 
ed to take upon him the airs' of a beau. He 
was a miſerable copy of fo excellent an original ;. 
or rather a imp! ern, that would willingly have. 
paſſed bimfelf for a ſenible man, Repre-- 
ſent'to yourſelf a man of this chatacter among 
five rakes, rallying him, and each of them ſtriving: 
to run him to an inſupportable expence. Gen- 
tlemen, ſays Don Alvato, after the firit compli- 
ments were over, T-preſent to you Signior Gre=- 
gorio de Noriega, for an accompliſhed gentle- 


man. He has a number of good qualities, Do + 


you know how he has. improved himſelf? Pet 
him ro the tryal: he is equally proficient in all : 


ſubje cts, from the cloſeſt logic to oithograpnye 18 


You honour me too much, lays the citizen inter- 
rupting him with a fooliſh ſmile But, gentlee - 
men, with juſtice one may lay, that Signior Gree» 
gorio cannot ail of gaining tepute in the world. 
As for me, ſays Don Antonio, what I like him 
beſt for, and value tar above bis orthography," is 
the judicious choice he makes of the company 
he keeps. In place of confining. himſelf with 
the converſation of the citizens, he talks with 
none but young lords, not-minding the expence > 


5 that Attends it. This diſcovers a nobleneſs. ot ioul, ._ 
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7 ad that he knows how to ſpend. . eee, 


with judgment and taſte. . 
beſe ironical ſpe: ches. were FA by a 
thouſand of the ſame kind, They all fell upon 


4 poor Gregorio, ant he was fo. fooliſh that he 


could not ſee it. On the contrary, be thought 


every. thing was meant as it was ſaid, and was 


quite delighted with his gueſts. He even 


thought that they honoured him, by turning 
him into ridicule In ſhort they made a game 
of him all the Gime they were at dinner. | hey 
ſtayed all day and night too. We drank what 
we thought proper, as well bl our maſters, and 
were all when we left him in a fine ne 
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Gil Blas ſets up for a Man ef e and gets | 
Acre with a pretty Girl. 


F TER having flept tome hours, I roſe 

in good humour, not forgetting the ad- 

vice I had got from Melendez, I went before 
my maſter was up to pay my reſpeQs to the 
fieward, who ſeemed to be very well pleaſed 
with the regard I paid him. He aſked me how 
this way of living agreed with me; I anſwered, 
it was new to me. but I was not afraid of famili- 
arizing myſelf with it; which indeed I effectu- 


1 ally did, and in a very ſhort time too. I alter- 


ed 
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F PO. my humour, and from. grave turned frolick- 
ſome Don Antonio's valet complimented me 
upon my metamorphoſis, and informed me that 
I iivod in need of nothing now to-make me a 
c:npleat cavalier, but an intrigue, which was 

quite requiſite in rendering: a pretty fellow en- 
tirely polite ; that all our companions were 
beloved by ſome fair lady, and that for his part, 
be was in the poſſeſſion of the good  grices of 
two young ladies of quality Ii nagined the 
fellow lied. Monſicur Magicon, fays I, to 
be ſure you are a pretty fellow, but I cannot 
think how women of any rank can fall in love 
with a man of your (tate, Oh! as for that, ſaid 
he, they do not know who I am. Imke all 
my conqueſts in my maiter's cloaths, and even 
with his name; as thus, I dreſs my elf like a: 
young nobleman; afſume the manners of one, 
and go to the pub:ic places; Logle all the wo⸗ 
men I meet, till 1 find one that encourages me. 
 T-purſue her; and get inio converſation d ta her. 
L.call mytelf Won Antonio Centelſes, and de- 
mand an appointment; upon which the WP 
, | ſeems coy, I urge her, the complies, et cetera. 
By this way, my boy, | have ſucceeded in my 
intrigues, and I would have thee- to follow my 
example, I was too fond of becoming. a gallant. 
man not to liſten to his advice. Beides, I did ; 
not feel any averſion to an amorous intrigue... 
I dctermined to dreſs myſelf like a young lord, 
and find out ſome gallant adventures. I durſt 
not diſguiſe myſelt in our houſe, leit I ſhould? 
have. been. perceived. I took one of the faneſt 
; . K 6. 5 ſuits > 
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ſuits of eloaths in my maſtet's wardrobe, made 
it up into 2 bundle, and took it to a barber's 


houſe, an acquaintance of mine, where I might 


dreſs and undreſs myſelf at my convenience. I. 
made myſelf as fine as poſſible. Ihe barber. 


helped me to do it: and when I imagined we 


had done enough, I went towards St. Jerom's 


walks, where I imagined I thould meet with ſome 


intrigue that would pleaſe me, But before 1 ar- 


| mived there I . Ippon Es with which I was 
much pleaſed. 


As I was going acrots the h 1 rail 
a lady well dreſſed, and very genteel, come out 
of a little houſe, and go into a hackney-coach, 


Which ſtood at the door, I topped to view her, 


and ſaluted her in ſuch a manner as pointed out 


plainly that I was not a little delighted with ber. 


She, to let me ſee that the perceived my attenti- 


on perhaps more than I imagined the did, raiſed 


her veil {or a moment, and ſhewed me one of 
the molt beautiful faces I had ever ſeen, The 
coach drove off, and 1 remained behind in the e- 
motion this divine apparition had raiſed in my 
breaſt. A beautiful creature, faid 1 to myſelt; 
L warrant her ſhe will furniſh me. It Magicon 
is in love with two ladies as handfome as this, 
he is a lucky fellow. Hadi ſuch a miſtreſs, 
how delighted ſhould I be! 

While I was thus refleCting, I chanced to ſee 
an old womam at the window -of the houſe from 
whence the amiable perſon came, who debred 
me to come in. I immediately flew into the 
houſe, and found this venerable diſcreet matron 
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FR: a pretty genteel purlone, who taking me for/a_, 
marquis, very reſpectfully ſalured me, laying, 
Signior, I do not doubt but that you think bay 
of a woman who beckons you to enter the houſe, 
without being acquainted with yon; but perhaps 
when you know that I uſe every bey in this: 


free way, you will think more favourably of «ne, 


You have the appearance of a court lord. You are 
not wrong, my dear, ſa d I, ſtretching out my tight 
leg, and falling away to the left, « am of one of, 
the beſt families in Spain. Vou have that ap- 


pearance, ſaid ſhe, and I muſt conteſs I like to be 


of ſervice to perſons of quality. It is my foi⸗ 
ble, I faw you at my window, and perceived 
that you ogled a lady that had juſt gone from my 
houſe, Have you a regard for her? Inform 
me fincerely. Yes, ſaid I, upon my honour L 
am captivated with her, I never beheld fo beau- 


titul a creature. Let us have a meeting, and rely 


upon my gratitude, You have done offices of this 
ſort for other perſons of my quality, and khow by 
that how well we are accitoined to pay for them. 
I have already informed you, replied the old 
gentlewoman, that I am devoted to ferve the 
quality. I am fond of being uſeful to them. 
For example, I admit certain ladies into my 
houſe, whom the appearance of virtue prevents 
ſeeing their lovers at home. Very well, faid 
1, and it is likely you were, doing as much for 
the lady we ſpoke of. No, anſwered” ſhe, it is 
a young widow of quality, who wants to have a 
lover, but the is ſo hard to pleaſe, that 1 cannot 


; promiſe * lucceſs, whatever your merit may 


, \ be: N 
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be. I have already preſented her three likely 
young gentiemen, but ſhe has refuſed them all. 
" *Sceath! ſaid. I with an air ot aſſurance, do but 
once introduce me into her company, and Iwill 
anſwer for the treſt. I want to have ſome con- 


verlation with ſo nice a lady: I never met with 
any of that character as yet, Well then, ſaid 


the ald woman, return here to morrow at 


this time, and your curioſity ſhall be ſatisfied. 


I will not tail, anſwered I. We ſhall ſee whe=- 
ther a young lord nay not have the Re 
of making a conqueſt. 


1hen 1 went to the barber's, without looking 


for other adventures, being very impatient to ſce 
the concluſion of this. The next day, when 
I had dreſſed myſelf to the beſt advantage, I re- 
Paired to the old woman's houſe, at the appcinted 
time. My lord, ſays ſhe, you arc very exact, 


and I am glad of it I be aftan is worth the 


trouble 1 have ſcen our young widow, and 


we have had a good deal of converſation about 


you. I was ordered not to mention it, but I. 


am ſo much your friend, that I cannot avoid it. 
You have made as great an impreflion on her as 
ſhe has on you, end you are in a likely way to 


be ſoon happy. Between you and me, ſhe is a 


nice bit. Her huſband hved a ſhort time 
with her. He was but a kind ot a ſhadow, ihe 


is a» good as a virgin The old lady no doubt. 
mant one of her virgins, who knew. how to en- 
Joy liie without having huſbands. 


1 he heroine in a ſhort time arrived in a 
 backuey- coach. As loon as ſhe entered the ball, 
Pty TI made 


2 

4 

5 

* * 
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I made ki five or fix foppiſh bows, and then ap- 
proached her in a very familiar manner, ſaying, 
Behold a young lord, who is entrapt in your 
ſnate. Your image has been imprinted in my 
mind ever fince I ſaw you yeſterday, and you 
| have expelled a dullneſs that had begun to take 

place there. The triumph is too glorious for 

me. anſwered the, lifting up her veil z but I muft 
not rejoice too much. Young. lords are fond of 
variety, and nothing is fo. difficult to keep as a2 
. courtier's heart. Ah! my queen, ſaid J, if you | 
.cbuſe we will leave OR to the future, and now 
think only of the preſent. You are genteel, I 


am amprous. If you approve of my paſſion, let 


us engage without reflexion ; let us, like maxi- 
ners, embark, and not fear the hazards of the ſea. 
Let us only think of pleaſure. 

As foon.as 1 had uttered theſe words 'Y in a 
tranſport of joy thiew myſclf at her feet, and to 
imitate the beaux, very petulantly urged her to 
make me happy. She ſeemed to comply, but 


. would not content, as it was only our firſt meet- 


ing: fo the puſhed me gently from her. Stop, 
ſays ſhe, you are too forward, you have the ap- 
pearance ot a-libertine.:' Madam, faid I, you cer - 


| tainly cannot be againſt what all ladies of faſhi- 


on love? None but citizens are atraid of libers - 
tiniim. Your reaſons, laid (he, are too power- 
ful to be oppoſed. | find it is in vain to difs 
ſemble with young lords like you, A woman 
. mull advance halt way Know therefore, you 
have gained the victory, added the apparently 
Muiuſedy as ik ker en had ſuffered by ha» 
ving 


% 
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ving made that confelkeh; you have” ſpiced: 


me with ſentiments I' never felt before; and 


nothing now is wanting, but to be acquaint- 
ed who you are, to make choice of you for- 
my lover. I look upon you to be a young 
lord, and a man of honour, but I am not certain 
of it; and as pre poſſeſſed as Iam in your 'favour, . 
1 will not beſtow myſelf on one with whom Lam. 
un:cqua:ntred * | 
1 tecollected in what way Don Antonio's- 
fervant informed me he was accuſtomed to ex- 
tricate himſelf out of ſuch perplezities, and de- 
te mining like him to paſs tor the maſter, Ma- 
dam, ſays Ito my fair one, I will not be againſt: 
Informing you who I am I need not be aſham- 
ed of it. Did you never hear Don Matthias de 
Silva mentioned? Yes, kd the, I have ſeen 
Him at a relation's-of mine.” As great a ſhare 
of impudence as I had got, 215 wa“ perplexed 
with this anſwer of he's; but picſently recol- 
lecting myſelf, and putting my genius to the 
ſtreteb, to extricate myſel out of this difficulty 
in as genteel a mannet as poſſible, My angel, 
fard I, you know. a lord whom I alſo am ac- 
quainted with; Lam of the ſame family. His 
uncle married a filter-in-law of an uncle of my 
father's, fo that you may ſee we are nearly re- 
lte. My name is Don Cæſar. I am the 


only ſon of the famous Don Fernand de Ribera, 


who was lain fifteen years ago in an engage 


ment on the fiontiers of Portugal. I could give 
you a deicription of the engagement, which was 
excein vel) hot; but it would ſpend the 

ol moments 


GT * B m 4 8. 1 
moments a are ſo valuable 3 in Jove;: and 
be employed in a-more agteeable manner. 
After this converſation, I became more pret> - 
fing and paſſionate. My angel was not at all af- 
fected by it. The favours the beſtowed on me 
made me only deſi tous of others which ſhe would 
not grant. The cruel woman left me in this 
condition, got into her coach, and drove away. 
Though I was not perfectly happy, yet I was 
content with my good fortune If I bave not been 
able to gain the tavour I urged for, ſaid Ito my- 
ſelf, it is becauſe my prince(s is a lady of qua- 
lity, who would think it indecent to comply 
with my tranſports at the firſt interview: ter 
high birth makes her delay rendering me happy 
for a few days, Notwithſtanding the favourable o- 
pinion I had of her, I could not avoid ſome- 


times thinking ſhe might be a counterfeit, and 


did it in the moſt honourable light, and tbe 
molt advantageous: opinion I had of her had the 
predominancy in my mind. When we parted, 
we agreed to meet again the next day; and the 
hopes of being then in poſſeſſion of the height of 

my withes gave me a talte beforehand of . 
pleaſures I hoped to enjoy. * 
U returned to my barber's with my Prey full | 
of theſe pleaſing images: I changed my (dreſs, 
and went to my maſter, who I knew was at the 
tennis court, I found him at play, and perceive. 
ed by his looks that he was winning; for he 
was none ol thoſe inſenſible gameſtets who ruin 
themſelves without altering their countenance. 
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He was full of inſolence when he win, and ſurly- 
when fortune was againſt him, He went from 
the tennis court to the Prince's theatre, and 
Vas in a very good temper. I accompanied 
bim to the play bouſe door, where giving me 
a ducat, he ſaid to rhe, there, Gil Blas, ſinee 
1 have been lucky to-day, be thou ſo much the 
beiter for it. Go amuſe thyſelf with thy com- 
panions, and come to Arſenia's for me at mid- 
night, where I intend ſupping with Don Ale- 
rio Segiar. 80 ſaying, he entered the houſe, 
and I remained without, thinking with whom Þ 
ſhould ſpend my ducat, according to the in- 
tention of the donor I was not long at a loſs: 
about it I met with Clarino, Don Alexio's ſer= 
-- vant, we went to the firſt tavern, and remained 
there till it was late. From thence we repaired 
at midnight to Arfenia's, - whither Clarino was- 
ordered to come as well as 1 A little boy o- 
pened the door, and ſhewed us into a ſmall hall, 
where Florimonda and Arſenia's women were 
making merry, while their miſtreffes were en- 
tertaining themſelves with our maſters, Iwo 
good gueſts arriving, who were already half tuds 
died, could not but be agreeable to ſuch wo- 
men, eipecially as they were actreſſes. But how 
was I amazed, when 1 beheld my widow to be 
one of them I my amiable widow, whom I im- 
agined to be either a marchioneſs or counteſs. 
She was in no lets conſternation, to perceive her 
dear Don Cæ ar de Kibera changed into a ſer- 
vant. However, we viewed one another far 
ſome time without being diſconcerted, We 

| Fo had: 


- had both of us a great inclination to laugh, and 


we did not long keep from it After which Lau- 


ra (that was the name of my princeſs) taking me 


aſide, while Clarino was engaged with her com- 


panion, preſented me her hand, and whiſpered 


me, Signior Don. Cæſar, fince it has happened 


| fo, let us not find fault with one another, but 

do each other juſtice, . You acted your part ſur- 
priſingly, and I did not perform mine amiſs. 
W bat ſay you? own that you took me for one 
of thoſe fine women of quality, who are fond of 
intrigues. It is true, anſwered I, my angel, but 
whoever you be, dreſs has made no alteration in 
my ſentiments. Accept of my ſervices, and 
allow Don Matthias's ſervant to end what Don 
Cxfar had ſo happily begun. Yes, ſaid ſhe, L 


am ſtill fonder of thee in thy own character, 
than in that of another. Thou art a man the 
ſame as I am a woman, that is the greateſt ap- 


. probation I can beſtow on thee, I accept thee 


among the number of my admirers, We ſhall 


have no occaſion for the ſervice of the old wo- 

man. Tho mayeſt come here when thou thinks 
elt proper. The ladies of the theatre live with» 
out aun higgledy-piggledy among the 
men. be town ſees it and Laughs at it, and 
what then? thou knowelt it is our buſineſs to 

. amuſe them. 

We broke off here, wank rm were x others 
preſent. The converſation became general, live- 
ly, merry, and full of plain double entendres. 

Every one mentioned ſomething, and my charm= 
- Laura in particular, wha was Arſenia's 


">" 


\ 
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maid, ide it appear very plain that ſhe had 5 
great deal more wit than virtue.” We often O- 
verheard our waſters and the ackreſſes burit in- 
to loud ſits of laughter, which make us conclude 
that their converiation was much of the fame 
kind with ours, If all the witty things that 
were faid at Arſenia's that might were wrote 
down, they would, I dare fay, have made a very 
inſtruckive book for youth. In the mean time 
day · bteak coming uon us, made us depart. Each 
of us followed our teſpective malters, I Don 2 
N and Clarino Don Alexio. 


| COTOTTe: OOO OOO» 
CHAP. VI. 


The 13 of ſome Lords about the Perfor- 
mers of the Prince's Company. 


HE fame day, while my maſter was dreſ- 
ſing, he received a card from Don Alexio- 
Segiar, defiring his attendance at his houſe. We 
went thither, and found the Marquis de Zeneta 
and another young nobleman with him, whom. 
'T had not ſeen before. Don Matthias, faid Se- 
gar to my maſter, preſenting that gentleman to 
bim, this is mv relstion Don Pompeio de Cal. 
tro, who bas been from his infancy at the coutt 
of Portugal. He came laſt night to Madrid, 
and deſigus ſetting out for Liſbon to-morrow. 
As we can have bis company for no more than this 2 
day, I am determined to ſpend it with him in as 
8 agrecable 2 manner as poſſible, and x: 8 = 
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that I ſhould, want, your company and the Marquis 
de Z-neta to help me out in it. Upon this Don 
Alex's relation and my maſter embraced, and 
many compliments paſſed. between them. I was. 
grratly delighted with Don Pompeio's converſation, 
who appeared to be endowed with excellent parts. 
They dined. at Segiar's houſe, and played at 
cards till it was time to go to the play, They 
then wenr to the, prince's theatre, to ſee a new 
tragedy, called, The Queen of Carthage. When, 4 
the play was ended, they returned and ſupped at = 
the ſame. place where they had dined Their 
diſcourſe. at. firſt. was about the play they had 
ſeen performed, and, afterwards on the actors. 3 
As for the piece itſelf, ſays Don Matthias, ! 
cannot ſay much for it. &Æneas is repreſented | 
flatter there than in the Zneid, but I muſt own... 
it was well performed. What is Don Pompeio's. _ 
opinion of it? He does not appear to be of the _ 12 
ſame way of thinking, Gentlemen, ſays the can =} 
valier ſmiling, I perceived you were ſo delighted 
with the aQtois, and particularly with the aCtreſ». 
"0 that I cannot inform, you what I think of 
Very well, ſays Don Alexio interrupting. 
1 8 beware of what you ſay, of our. aQtreſ», 
ee us, who ate their guarantees If there 
be occaſion for it, we will give certificates for 4 
them. I make not the leaſt doubt of it, replied; =» 
bis relation, z you will anſwer for their lives and ; 
- morals, I. perceive you are ſo much their friends. 
Lour players at Liſbon, : ſays the Maiqins de 
Zeneta ſmiling, are; certainly better than ours. 
1 Wliere * may, anſwered Don „ Fenbeene 6 
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leaſt there are fone that ate very bb 
'Thoſe are certain of your recommendation, re- 


' plies the Marquis. I never keep company with 


them, and therefore judge of them without being 
prepoſſeſſed in their favour Inform me ho- 
neſtly, do you indeed think that your performers 
are a good company. I cannot ſay fo, replies 
the Marquis, I wilt anſwer but for very few of 
them, and am ſilent about the reſt. Will not 
you grant that ſhe who performed the part of 
Dido did it excellently? Did not ſhe deſcribe 
that queen with all the dignity and perfection 
that agrees with the idea we have of her? 
Were you not amazed to ſee how artfully ſhe 
engages the attention of the ſpectator, and 
makes him fee] the emotions of all the paſ- 
She may be ſaid to be a 


mation I allow, ſays Don Pompeio, that ſhe 
can move and affe: never performer had 
more feeling, and the repreſentation was ex- 
cellent; but ſhe is far from being a good ac- 
treſs, Two or three things in her acting diſ- 


pleaſed me. When che would denote ſurprize, 


ſhe rolls her eyes in a ſtrange manner, which 
is not at all becoming a princeſs. Add to 
this, that in raifing her voice, which is na- 
turally low, ſhe takes away the ſweetneſs of 
it, and makes it diſagreeable. Beſides, in ma- 
ny places of the play ſhe did not appear to 
know the meaning of what | ſhe was ſaying : 


but however J will rather impute this to in- 


attention than a want of knowledge. 


By 


ri wa 


Py what I can perceive, ſays Don Mattbias 
to the critic, our actreſſes muſt not expect a- 
ny encomium fiom you Not at all, ſays 
Don Pompeig, | can ſee that ſome of them 
bave a genius, notwithſtauding all theſe de- 
feEts ; nay, I mult confeſs to you, the aCtiels 
who perſormed the woman's part in the in- 
terlude delighted me. Sbe is a woman of 
fine parts, and ſays every thing with a grace - 
ful air.- -If there was a witticiim in it, the. 
ſeaſoned it with a malicious ſmile, and added 
new charms to it. Hometimes one may find 
fault with her for indulging her natural fire 
too much, and going beyond the limits of a 
proper boldneſs: but we mult not be too hard 
upon them, I would only have her correct 
an ill cuſtom which ſhe has conttacted. Some- 
times ſhe will interrupt the performance all on 
a ſudden, to give way to a fooliſh defire of laugh. _ 
ing, with which hc is taken. You will ſay ne 
is clapped by the pit; there indeed I ns the 
is fortunate | 
And bow do you like. the men? ſays he Mar- 
quis, interrupting him; you will certainy have 
no compaſſion on them, ſince you pay ſo little 
regard to the women, Not at all, ſays Don 
Pompeio, there are ſome of the young perfors. 
mers that ſeem to promiſe well; and in parti- 
cular I was delighted with him who performed. 
the part of Dido's firſt miniſter. He ſpeaks na- 
turally, and much in the ſame manner as our. 
performers in Portugal. II you liked him, ſays 
, be who Pee the part of Æneas 
certainly 
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certainly muſt have pleaſed you. Is not be a 
fine performer? an original? An original in- ; 
deed! replied the critic. He has tones which. 
are particular to him, and very ſharp ones. He 
almoſt always diverts nature. He haſtens over 
the words which contain the fenſe, and dwells 


on the others; nay, he exalts his voice on con- 
junctions He particularly pleaſed me, when he 
repreſented to bis confident the violence he did 


to himſelf to abandon Dido. Grief cannot be 
more comically deſcribed, In ſhort, couſin, ſays: 


Don Alexio, you will ſoon make us think that 


they bave no great taſte at the court of Portu - 
gal, Do not you know that the performer you 
ſpeak of is greatly admired? did you not fee how 
he was applauded? bat is no great proof of 


his merit, ſays Don Pompeio; bad performers 


* 


are {or the moſt part greatly applauded by the pit. 


The audience are fond of what is glaring, and 


negleQ what is juſt, as we are informed by Phæ - 
drus, i in a curious fable, which allow me to re- 
late. It is as follows. 
The inhabitants of a certain city aſſembled at 

a great ſquare te ſee ſome pantomimes perform 
their biffoonries. © There was one among theſe 
performers, who was conſtantly applauded by the 
people. This buffoon, when the repreſentation. 
was almoſt ended, would needs exhibit ſome» 
thing vncommon. He came upon the ſtage, 
quite alone, ſtooping down, and endeavoured to 
counterfeit the crying cf a ſucking pig. He 
imitated it ſo well, that they all imagined there 
was one concealed under his cloak, They or- 
| : | dered 


. 
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dered bim to open his cloak. He did b 
the people ſeeing nothing under it, applauded 
him more furiouſly than ever. A countryman, 
who was among the ſpectators, offended with 
theſe tokens of their admiration, Gentlemen, 
fays he, you have no reaſon to be ſo pleaſed with 
this buffoon; he is not tuch a good performer 
as you think he is. I can repreſent a young 
pig better than he; and if you doubt it, come 
hither to-morrow at this time, and you ſhall be 
ſatisfied, The audience, pre poſſeſſed in favour 
of the pantomime, came the next day, rather to 
hiſs the peaſant, than ſee what he could do. The 
two rivals made their appearance on the ſtage, 
The buffcon began, and was more applauded 
than he was the day before. Then the country» 
man ſtooping down in his turn, and covering his. 
head with his cloak, took a real young pig which 
he had under his arm by the ear, and cauled it 
to make a great noiſe, Nevertheleſs, the po- 
pulace preferred the pantomime, and hiſſed the 
countryman 3: . who immediately let them fee the 
young pig, laying, Gentlemen, 1 it is not me whom 
| you hits, it is the pig itſelf, "Oy "—_— rare 
judges you are. 

Coufin, fays Don Alexio, thy fable is 2 little 
too ſevere; but yet for all thy young pig, we 
_ ſhall not give up our actors and actreſſes. Let 
us alter the converſation, I am wearied of this. 


Lou will ſet out to-morrow then, notwithſtanding - 


1 have ſo great a defire for you to ſtay longers 
Was it in my power, anſwers his kinſman, I 
would ſtay with a deal of pleafure. I have in · 

Vor. I. 3 formed 


— 


formed you already, that I came to the Spaniſh | 


court about a ſtate affair. I had an audience 
with the prime-miniſter yeſterday. I am to be 
with him again to- morrow morning, and will 
immediately after ſet out for Liſbon, Thou art 
become a Portugueſe, ſays Don Alexio, and pro- 
bably will not return again te Madrid, In all 
likelihood I may not, replies Don Pompeio, I 
have the pleaſure of being in the good graces of 
the king of Portugal; I live very happily at his 


court: yet, notwithſtanding he is ſo kind to me, 


(can you imagine it?) I was about quitting his 
dominions ſor ever. For what reaſon ? ſays the 
Marquis, pray inform us. With all my heart, 
anſwers Don Pompeto, and my biltory 1 is Contains 
ed in what J am going to tell 5775 ; 
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CHAP. vn. 
The Hiſtory of Den Pompeio de Caſtro. 


Y kinſman, continues he, knows that I 
was inclined to bear arms, ever fince I 


was a boy; and finding our country was in 


peace, I went to Portugal; from whence croſ- 


ſed over into Africa, with the duke of Brangan* 
232, who gave Me A commiſſion in the army un- 
der his command. Being a younger brother, 


and not having a great fortune, I was obliged to 
fenalize myſelf in ſuch a manner, as would make 


the general take notice of me. I behaved fo, 
4 4 well, 


F 


* 
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3 that the Duke Roeten me, 2nd placed : 

me in a condition to ſtay in his ſervice with ho: 
nour. After a tedious war, the concluſion of 
which you all know, I ſettled at court; and be- 
ing recommended by the general officers, the 
king allowed me a handſome penſion. To ſhew _ 
how ſenſible I was of the generoſity of that mo: 
narch, I loſt no occaſion to manifeſt my gratituſe 
by my diligence; I always attended when the 

. courtiers were admitted into his preſence. By 
this behaviour, I inſenſibly became bis Riten a 
and received new benefits from him. 

One day having diſtinguiſhed myſelf at the 
ring, and a bull-fight, my ſtrength and dex- 
terity was commended by the whole court; ane 
when I returned home, loaded with their ap- 
plauſe, I found a billet, importing that a lady, 
the conqueſt of whom ought to pleaſe me more 
than all the honour I had gained that day, want 
ed to ſpeak with me; and that in the evening 1 
had no more to do, but to come to a certain place 
that was there appointed. This letter pleaſed 
me more than all the applauſes I had before re. 
ceived ; I thought that the perſon who wrote it 
was a woman of fortune. You may ealily ima- 
gine that I was punCtual to the appointment. An 
old woman waited to be my guide. She con- 
duCted me by a little door into the garden of a 
large houſe, whence ſhe took me into a grand 
cloſet, ſaying, ſiop there; I will go inform my 
miſtreſs that you are arrived. The cloſet being 
enlightened by wax candles in golden ſconces, _ 


let me : (ee a great number of curious things; 
3 La . And 


-o 


* 


2% Tur HISTORY O 


and this confirmed me that the lady muſt be as 
noble as I imagined her to be. If every thing 
1 faw afſured me of her quality before ſhe made 
her appearance, when ſhe came, her grand and 
majeſtic air convinced me of it: yet for all that 
I was deceived. 

dignior cavalier, ſays ſhe, after the advances I 
bave made in your favour, it would be endleſs 
to ſtrive to hide the great afſeCtion I Have. for 
you. It was not theimerit which the court were 
this day witneſſes of, in reſpect to you, that was 
the firit motive of it; it only forwarded the diſ- 
covery of them, I have ſeen you more than 
once; I have inquired into your character, and 
found it ſo good, that I determined to follow my 
inclination. Do not imagine, added ſhe, that 
vou have made a conqueſt of a dutcheſs; Iam no 
more than the widow of a captain of the king's 
guards: but what will make your victory glori- 


ous, is the preference I give you to one of 


the ;reateſt dukes in the kingdom. I am be- 
Joved by the duke of Almeyda, and he does 
every thing that he can to pleaſe me. He 
could never ſucceed; I only out of vanity allow . 
his care ſſes. . 
Though by what I had bound her ſay I found 
I had to do with a ccquet, yet the adventure 
did not diſpleaſe me. Donna Hortenſia, for 
that was her name, was ſtill young, and I was 
delighted with ber beauty. Beſides, I was of- 
fered the poſſeſſion of a heart which a duke in 
vain ſought to obtain. What a conqueſt was this 
for a young cavalier ! 1 immediately. fell at 

* Horteuba's 
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Hortenſia's feet, to thank her for hin regard ſor | 
me. I faid every thing that a man of gallantry 
could think of, and ſhe had reaſon to be contents - 
ed with my extacy. Thus we parted good friends, 
after we bad agreed to ſee one another every 
night that the duke d'Almeyda was not to be 
there, which I was promiſed to be acquainted 
with, and which they did not negleQ, ſo that, 
in . ſhort, I became the Adonis of this new 
Venus. 5 

But we muſt not me pleaſures of an 
duration in this life. Whatever means the la- 
dy took not to let my rival know of our corre. 
pondence, he did not fail to come to the knows 
ledge of what it was very neceſſary for us he 
ſhould be ignorant of. He was iniormed ot every 
thing by one of the lady's maids. | This lord, 
naturally generous, but haughty, paſſionate, and 
jealous, was irritated at my preſumption, An- 
ger and jealouſy took poſſeſſion of bis mind, and 
liſtening only to the dictates of his wrath, he de- 
termined to be revenged of me aſter a baſe man- 
ner. While I was with Hortenſa one evening, 
he waited for me at the garden door, with all his 
fervants armed with clubs. As ſoon as came 
out, he made thoſe villains take hold of me, and 
bid them beat me to death. Strike, fays he, 
let him die under your hands; I will thus pus 
niſh his inlolence. As ſoon as he had faid theſe 
words, his people all fell on me, and gave me 
ſo many blows, that they left me tor dead on the 
place. Then they went away with their malter, 

Wee had been greatly delighted. with-this cruel 
a F ſpectacle. 


cuſtomed to do. 
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ſpeQacle. Gomes perſons 1 to be com- 


ing by in the morning, ſeeing that there was 
ſtill ſome life in me, were ſo good as to take me 
to a ſurgeon, who being very ſkilful in his pro- 
fe ſſon, wade a perfect cure of me in two months. 
T then repaired to court, and lived as I was ac- 
I never went back to Horten» 
Ga, who to k no means to let me ſee her again, 
becaule the duke on theſe terms had forgiven. her 
infidelity. /| 
Since my adventure was well known, nobod 
took me for a coward. I was univerſally admire 
ed for being ſo quiet under ſuch an affront; for 
I let no perſon know what I thought, and ap- 
peared not to reſent it. Some imagined, that 
a8 Courageous as I was, my antagoniſt's rank 
kept me in awe, and made me put up with 
the treatment I had met with. Others, with 
more reaſon, were diffident of my filence, and 
imagined that the quiet ſituation of my ſoul 
was only a deceitſul calm. The king appear- 
ed to be of the latter way of thinking; he 
thought that I would not brook ſuch an aftront 
without revenge, as ſoon as occaſion ſerved, 


To find out my intention, be took me one 


day into his cloſet, and ſaid to me, Don Poms» 
peio, I am acquainted with the accident that 


has befallen you, and muſt own that I am a- 
-mazed to ſee you ſo quiet under it; you cet- 
tainly diſſemble. Sire, anſwered I, I am ig» 
-norant who the fender is. 


I was aſſaulted 


in the night by men who were ſtrangers to 
me, ſo that | mult put up with the misfor- 


tune 


by 


* 
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tune as well as I can. 8 ſays the. king, 
do not imagine that you can make me be- 
lieve ſo; I have heard all. The duke of Al- 
meyda has mortally affronted you. Lou are 
à man of honour, and a Caſtilian; I know what 
theſe. qualities will make you do. You are re- 
folved to be avenged, and I order you to inform 
me what, you defign to do. Fear nothing, 
you will not 58 ſorry for letting me into 1 ſe- 
Crets i _ 
As it is your el 8 pa 6 * 
I muſt acquaint you what I have determined to 
do in the affair, Yes, Sire, I do intend re- 
venging the affront. I hare ſuffered, Every 
man that bears the name of gentleman is ac» 
countable to his race for it. You know what 
baſe treatment I have met with; and to be re- 
venged im a way ſuitable to the offence, I in- 
tend aſſaſinating the duke of Almeyda, by ſtab- 
bing him with a poinard, or ſhooting him 
through the head; aſter which! I will endeavour. 
to eſcape-into Spain. This is my intention. It 
is raſh, ſaid the king, yet L cannot blame you, 
after the baſe treatment you have received from 
the duke of Almeyda. He merits the chaſtiſe - 
ment you have reſerved for him; but be not in 
over great a haſte in executing your enterprize. 
Allow me to find out means to compromiſe the 
affair between you. Ah, Sire; ſaid I a little an- 
grily, why did you make 0 texicul my ſecret to 
you? What means can there be found out? 
If it be not one that will pleaſe you, ſaid 
he interrupting, me, you may do what yon 
223621 8 L + | | 5 chuſe. | 
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chuſe. I do not | intend to abuſe the my 
you have put in me; I will not betray your 
honour: you may make Es eaſy on that 
point. | | 
I was very anxious to know how the 5-44 
would have this affair accommodated. It was 
thus: he had a private converſation with the 
duke of Almeyda about it: Duke, fays he, you 
have injured Don Pompeio de Caſtro. You 
know that he is a man of a good family, a gen- 
- tleman, for whom I have a regard, and who has 
been of ſervice to me. You ought to give him 
ſatisfaction. I am not againſt it, anſwers the 
duke. If he complain of my wrath, Tam ready 
to do him juſtice in the field. There mult be 
another ſort of a reparation, ſays the king, A 
Caſtilian gentleman is too well acquainted with 
the point of honour to fight in a fair manner 
with a baſe aſſaſſin. I cannot give you any o- 
ther name; and you cannot atone for the baſe- 
neſs of your action, but by giving your enemy a 
flick, and offering to receive his blows. Hea- 
vens ! exclaims the duke, would you have a man 
of my character, Sir, degrade himſeli to a plain 
gentleman, and receive blows from him? No, 
anſwered the monarch, I will get Don Pompeio 
to promiſe that he will not ſtrike you: you will 
only have to aſk bis pardon when you give him 
the ſtick; that is all I demand of you. It is too 
much, ſaid the duke haſtily; 1 will rather con- 
' tinue expoſed to the hazard I run from his ſecret 
- xeſentment. Your life is precious to me, ſays 
the Kings and I would "Ny have this affair 


GHU ID wy 


made up without any bad conſequence : to'bring, 

it to a concluſion that may not be very diſagteea - 
ble to you, I will myſelf be the ſole witneſs of 
the ſatisfaction * command you to give the 506 
niard. 

It was very ben that the We mould habe. | 
the duke ſo much under his command, to get 
bim to conſent to make ſo mortifying a conde- 
ſcenſion: he conſented to it at laſt. Then he 
ſent for me, and told me what converſation he 
had with the duke of Almeyda, aſking if I would _ 
be ſatisfied with the reparation he had agreed. 
upon. Fanſwered yes; and would be ſo far from 
ſtriking him, that I would not even accept of the 
ſtick when preſented to me. The affair being. 
thus adjulted, the duke and I met one day in: 
the king's apartment, at an appointed hour... 
Come, lays he to the duke, own that you are 
in the wrong, and delerve to be forgiven. My. 
enemy then made excuſes to me; and gave me 
the itick he had in his hand. Don'Potapeioy. 
ſays the king at that inſtant, take the ſtick, aud 
let not my preſence hinder you from fatisfying: 
your injured honour; I free you of the promiſe- 
you make not to ſtrike the duke. No, Hit, an- 
fwered I, it is enough that he puts himſelf in my 
power to receive the blows. An injured 
Spaniard requires no more. Well, ſays the king, | 
ſince you are content with this ſatisfaction, you 
may now decide. the affair in a regular manner 
at the points of your ſwords. That is What 1 

deny deſice, ſays the duke, and that alone is 


' 8 ö * 
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capable of een me reconcile myſelf for the 


_- diſgraceful ſtep I have made. 


As ſoon as he had ſaid' theſe words, be went 


out, quite enraged and in confuſion z and two 
. hours aſter he ſent to acquaint me, that he wait- 


ed for me in a private place. I repaired thi- 


ther, and found him in a humour to fight it to 


the laſt. He was not more than forty-hx years 
of age. He was both ſkilfu}: and courageous, 
The watch was pretty equal between us. Come, 
Pon Pompeio, fays he, let us decide our diſpute, 
We both ot us have reaſon to be exaſperated ; 


you for the uſage you received from me, and I 
for. having aſked your pardon. 80 ſaying, he 
diew fo ſuddenly upon me, that I had hardly 


time to put myſelf on my guard. He puſhed 
with a great deal of vigour at firſt ; but I had the 


gook luck to parry all his thruſts. Tin my turn 
| puſhed at him, and found I had to do with a man 


who knew as well how to defend himſelf as to 
attack: and I do not know what might have hape 


pened, had not he made a talſe ſtep in retiring, _ 
which cauled him to fall on his back. I imme- 
| diatcly ſtopt, and ſaid, Get op. Why do you 
ſpare me? anſwered he, I am injured by your 


compalſion. I will not do ſuch an injury to my 


glory, teplied I, as to take the advantage of your 


accident. I ſay ence more, get up, and let us 


end the combat. 


Don Pompeio, faid he 4 honour will 


not allow me to fight againſt you, after this in- 
ſtance of your, generoſity. What would the 
world lay ot me, ihould 1 kill you? I thould be 


accounted 
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accounted': a dass wdtel that had deprived a per- 
- fon of life, who had it in his power to have ta- 
ken away mine: I cannot therefore fight any 
longer, and 1 find my gratitude gives birth to + 
ſoft tranſports, which ſucceed the furious emo» 
tions that before reigned in my breaſt, Don 
Pompeio, continued he, let us give over hating 
one another. Let us even do more, let us be 
friends. Ah! my lord, faid I, I joyfully em- 
brace the agreeable propoſal. I from this in- 
ſtant ſwear a (incere friendſhip to you, and to 
convince you of it, I vow that I will never ſet 
my feet in Hortenſia's doors again, even though 
fhe ſhould defire it. No, replies he, I rather 
ought to give the lady up to you, fince ſhe pre- 
fers you. in her heart, But you are fond of her, 
ſaid I interrupting him, and you may not like 
the favours that ſhe might grant me: I will. 
therefore ſacrifice them to your repoſe, Ah! 
too generous Caſtilian, ſaid the duke, graſping. 
me faſt in his arms, how am I delighted wich 
your ſentiments ! What remorſe do they pro- 
duce in my mind! With what ſorrow; with what 
ſhame do | reflect on the inſult you. have re- 
ceived | The fatis|aQtion I made you in the 
king's cloſet ſeems now to me not half ſuffici- 
ent I will make you better amends for the in- 
ſult; and in order to etaſe the reproach of it ef« 
fectually, I will give you one. of my nieces, who 
is at my diſpoſal. She is but fifteen, very prete 
ty, and a rich heireſs. I made my compliments. 
do the duke in as reſpectful. a manner as the ho- 
| nour he did to receive me into his alliance me- 
OG 1 rited ; 
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rited; N in a hort time after Wied. his 
niece. Ibis lord was com mended by the whole 
court for making the fortune of a young gen- 
tleman whom he bad covered with diſgrace; 
and my triends rejoices with me for the happy 
iſſue of an affaif that migut have had ſo fatal a 
concluſion. . Gentlemen, I have lived very. baps 
pily at Liſbon ever ſince that time. The bet 
agreement ſubſiſts betwixt me and my ſpouſe. 
Ihe duke of Almeyda is conſtantly giving me 
new proofs of his friendſhip; and I may ſay 
without boaſting, that I am ſtill in the good 
| graces of. the king of Portugal, he conſe» 
quence of my Journey to Madrid at this 


time makes me certain chat am yet in his 
favour. 


Sp Sb cs 


CHAP. VIII. 


By wht Accident Gil Blas was obliged to lock out 
for a new Place, 


N ack” A manner did Don Pompeio end his 
1 hiſtory, which Don Alex '0's valet and 1 liſ- 
tencd to in an outer room, for they h 
care to ſend us away betore he began j 
| ſtopt behind the door, and hearkene 


taken 


ſo atten- 


tively, that we did not loſe a word. After this, 
they ſet to drinking ; but they broke up beio'e 
morning, becauſe Pompeio was to be ſoon. with 
the prime minilter, and was deſicous to be at 


reit. 
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reſt. The Marquis de Zeneta and my 3 | 
embraced that gentleman, and bid him . 
with his relation. 

For this time we went to bed before morn» 
ing; and when Don Matthias got up, he con- 
ferred a new employment o me. Gil Blas, 
ſays, he, tak: pen, ink, and paper, and write two 
or three words for me, which FE will, dictate 0 
you. I make thee my ſecretary. , do, fays 
I to myſelf, this is a new polt for me: as a ſer⸗ 
vant, I go along with my matter every. wherez 
as a valet de chambre, I dreſs him; and write 
for him, as a ſecretary. God be praiſed, i am 
going to act three parts, like the threefold He- 
gate. Thou art ignorant, continues my matter, 
what my intention is, but be diicreet, and I will 
inform thee: it is as much as thy life is worth, 
to ſay any thing. e I ſam often along with 
perſons, wha boalt of ladies“ favours, I am deter- 
mined to give them as good as they brings; I 
will bave feigned letters conſtantly in n po- 
ket which I will pretend come from women, 
and let them fee them. This will amuſe me, 
and make me more happy. than. them, who. are 
at the trouble of acquiring conqueſis merely. tor 
the plcaſuie of making them known z whercas - 
I will publiſh them, and be at no trouble in ob- 
taining them: but, continued he, alter thy hand 
in iuch a manner, that the billets MAY not ſcem 
to come ail rom one perlon. | 

Upon this 1 prepared myſelf to obey "i 
Nattois' orders. 1 took pen, ink, and paper, 


| 
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and he dictated a billet to me, in the following 
wanne; 


ov did not come laſt abt to . 
place agreed upon. Ah, Don Matthi- 
6 as! Sha can you ſay in your defence? How 
© much was I in the wrong, and how juſtly have 
% I been puniſhed, for thinking that you would 
& pive up all the amuſements, all the buſineſs in 
* the world, for the! pleaſure of being in the 
* company of 

15 Donna CLaka de MahDozu.” | 


£ 


| This being done, v. diQited others to meg 
in the name of a woman who had given up a2 
prince for him; and after this a third, from a 
lady, who informed him, if ſhe could be certain. 
he would be diſcreet, ſhe would go with him to 
the iſland of Venus. He not only made me 
write the letters, but made me ſign them with 
the names of per one of quality I could not a- 
void informing him, that I imagined it was too 
nice and dangerous an affair; but he bid me give 
my advice only when he ſought it. I was there- 
fore obliged to be filent, and do as he com mand- 


ed me, this buſineſs done, he aroſe, and I 
helped to diels him. He put the letters in his 
pocket, went out, and 1 accompanied him to 
Don Juan de Moncado, who that day had five 
or {1x gentlemen of his acquaintance to din» 


ner. [here was a genteel entertainment, and 


joy, the beſt ingredient in all teltivals, reigned 


during e r one of the gueſts bore 
__ yet 


* 


7 


2 part in keeping up the converſation; ſome by 
witticiſms, others by relating exploits; of which 


they made themſelves the heroes. My maſter | 
did not let flip ſo good an opportunity to- eſteem 
himſelf on the letters he had made me write; he : 


read them out to the company with ſuch an air 
of aſſurance, that every body except his ſecretary 
might have thought them genuine, There was 
one gentleman, named Don Lopez de Velaſco, 
among the relt, to _ he read them. This 
man, who was very ſedate 

the reſt, and complimenting the reader on the 
favours he had received trom theſe ladies, aſked 
him in a ſullen manner, if the conqueſt of Donna 
Clara had coſt him a great deal of trouble? Not 


at all, ſays Don Matthias, ſhe made all the ad- 


vances ; ſhe met me in the park, the liked me, 
ſent after me, learned who I was, and wrote me 
a billet, appointing an hour in the night for me 
to come to her, when all the family ſhould be in 
bed but her and her woman. | repaired to her 
houſe, and was conducted to her apartment; I 
am ſorry that I cannot with diſcretion tell what 
lowed. — 


dignior de Velaſco che countenance at 


is laconic recital, and it was evident that he was 
conderned in the lady that was ſpoke of. All 
-thoſe billets, ſays he, cailing a furious look at 
my maſter, are not genuine, and particularly that 
which you brag you have received from Donna 
Clara de Mendoza; there is not a more chaſte ta» 
dy in opain. She has been courted theſe'two 
79mm by a EI no ways interior to you ei · 
92 ther 
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ther in birth or merit, and be has been ſcarcely 
able even to procure the moſt innocent favours, 
though he might flutter bimſelf, that if ſhe ever 
granted any others, it would be to himſelf alone. 
Who ſays any thing to the contrary? replies 
Don Matthias in a, jovial way. I am of your o- 
pivion, that ſhe is a lady of ſtrict honour,. and 
in courſe you. ſhould be ſati-fied that nothing 

paſſed between us but what was very honourable. 
Don Lopez . interrupting. him, ſaid, this is too 
much, let us have none of your jeſting, you are 
an impoſtor; you were never in Donna Clara's 
company in the night, and I will not allow you 
to hurt her charafter. I need not ſay any more 
to you. He then went away in ſuch an abrupt 
manner, that it was very evident that the affair 
would have bad conſcquences UVon Matthias, 
who. was bold enough for a man of his character, 
ſcorned Don Lopez's threats. What a filly fel ; 
low he is, ſaid be, falling a laughing; knight; 

errarts only protected the beauty of their 
miſtreſſes, but be will. maintain the virtue of 


bis, which appears to me to be ſtil} more extta - 
vagant. 

. Velaſco's going away, which Werde i in vain 
firove to pr« vent, did not diſturb the company. 
The gentlemen did not mind it much; they con- 
tinued catoufing till morning. My maſter and 
1 went to bed about five. Gcleak. 


| was very 


drowſy, and expccted to have a good long ſleep; 
but I calculated without my hoſt, or rather with+ 
out our porter, why an bour aſter awaked me, 
to inform me that there was a young man want- 


ed 


ed to ſpeak with me. Devil take thee for a por- 
ter, ſaid I gaping; do not you know that I have 
not been one hour in bed? Tell the young man 
| that Lam aſflcep, and that he muſt come again 
at another time. He ſays he muſt ſpeak to ou 
immediately, replied the porter. Upon which 
1 aroſe, put on my coat and breeches, and went 
to the door, curſing him that I was going to all 
the way. Friend, ſays I, be ſo good as inform 
me what urging affair gives me the honour of 
your company ſo early. I bave a letter, ſays he, 
which I muſt deliver into Don Matthias own 
hand, and he muſt immediately read it, it being 
of the utmoſt importance: I beg you would 
therefore take me to him. Thinking it was an 
affair of conſequence, I made free to wake my 
matter. | I aſk pardon, Sit, for diſturbing you 
at this improper time, but the importance : 
Bier do you want with me? ſaid he in a hur- 
My lord, ſays the young man, who was a+ 
2 with me, I have a letter, which Don Lo- 
pez de Velafco:defired me to deliver to yourſelf, 
Don Matthias took the billet, opened it; and ha- 
ing peruſed it, ſaid to Don Lopez's ſervant, ' 
Child, I would not get up before noon, if they 
would propoſe ever ſuch an amuſement to tempt 


me judge then if I will riſe to fight at fix 


_ o'clock in the morning. Inform thy maſter 
| that I will meet him at the place appointed 
at two o clock. Go and let him know. my an- 
ſwer. So ſaying, be 15 vanes n 2 A 
_— 23455 #4 

ow got up betwint av 408 obe o o'clock, 
lid Ps | e 
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dreſſed himſelf very compoſedly, telling me when 
he went out; that I need not accompany him. 
But I had not patience enough to wait for the 
conſequence to obey his-commands: 1 walked 
behind him till I came to St. Jerom's walks, 

where I faw Don Velaſco waiting fot him. — 
immediately began the combat, it continued long, 
they puſhed both with great vigour and ſkill. 
At laſt, victory declared in favour of Don Lo- 
pez: he ran my maſter through. Don Mat- 
thias fell, and Don Lopez made off, very well 
contented with the vengeance he had taken. I 
immediately ran up to my unfortunate maſter, 
whom I found juit a dying. I ſhed tears at the 
ſight, and eſpecially when I reflected, that he 
had made me the cauſe of his death. But for 
all my grief, I confidered | what I had to do on 
this occafion, for my own intereſt. I immedi» 
_ ately went home, without mentioning the affair 
to any body. I put up my cloaths and other 
affairs, and put ſome of my maſter's among them 
in a miſtake ' I took them to the barber's, and- 
then publiſhed about the town, the fatal accident 
of which I had "been a witneſs, I informed e- 
very body of it that would hear me, and did not. 
negleQ to acquaint Rodriguez with it. _ He ap- 
peared to be not ſo ſorry as he was ſtudious a» 
bout the means he was to purſue. He got the 
ſervants together, made them follow him, and 
went to St. Jerom's walks along with them. 
We raiſed up our dying maſter, and took him 
home, for he was till breathing, but died two 
"wy Toure Thus ne Don Matthias de 
| * 


| Silva died, for reading at an enen time nn 
I billet · doux. | Te. 


In hot Service he engaged, mins Don Matthias 


de Amer, . 131 


Short time a Don Matthias was . 
ed, all his ſervants were paid off and diſ- 
miſſed. I repaired to my barber's, with whom 
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1 lived in a very amicable manner, and was | 


fonder of living there than at Melendez's. As 
| I was not deſtitute of money, I was not in a hur» 
ry for a place; beſides it was not now every 
place that I would accept of. I would ſerve 
none but quality, and determined to be very nice 


in the choice of a maſter. I did not imagine 


there was any too good for me, ſo*favourable an 


opinion had I conceived of a young led ue 
preferable to all others. | 


| While I was waiting until 1 mould pre- 


ſent me with ſuch a place as | thought I metited, 


I imagined I could not paſs my time bettet than 
by ſpending ſome of my idle hours with my a- 
dorable Laura, whom I had not been with ever 


* 


| fince we made the diſcovery. of ourſelves. 1 


durſt not put on the cloaths of Don Ceſar ds 
Ribera, nor unleſs it was for a diſguiſe, put on 


that dreis without paſſing for a mad - man; but 


1 1 own cloaths were ſtill Peet * and by 


the 
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the help of the barber I dreſſed myſelf i in a mitts 
dling way between Don Cz{ar and Gil Glas. In 
this condition I went to Arſenia's houſe, where 
I found Laura by herſelf in the ſame room we 
had before been in. Is it you? ſaid the as ſoon 

as ſhe perceived me; I imagined you had been 

Joſt; it is now eight days ſince you agreed to 
viſit me: I find you keep your word, and parti» 
cularly with the ladies. 

I told her that my maſter's death, and the bu- 
ſineſs wbich 1 had been,engaged in, had prevent- 
ed me, and added very gallantly, that even in the 
_ midſt of them all, the adorable Laura was tilt 
uppermoſt in my mind, If it be ſo, ſaid the, I 
have no more to upbraid you with, and muſt 
confeſs that I alio thought of you © Ag foon as 
I heard of Don Matthias's misfortune, I formed 
a ſcheme that perhaps will not be diſagreeable 
to you: I have often heard my miſtreſs mention, 
that ſhe had occaſion for a man to be a kind of 
a lleward, and keep an exact account of all the 
monies given him for the expences of the houſe. 
I have fixed my eyes on your lordſhip: I ſup- 
poſe you will manage that employment very 
well. I think, anſwered I, that I ſhall acquit 
myſelf to a wonder; | have read the Okconomi-- 
ques of Ariſtotle, and I am very exact in keep- 
ing accounts, But, my angel, faid I, there is 
one {cruple'I have againſt entering into Arſenia's 
fervice. What ſcruple ? ſays Laura. I have 
ſworn, replied I, not to ferve a citizen, nay, I 
have ſworn by Styx. If Jupiter durſt not break. 
Uhat oath, you may judge whether a valet. muſt 
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zens ? ſays Arſenia's woman. What do you 
take us players to be? Do you rank us a- 


mong tradeſmen's or attorneys' wives? Know, 


friend, that actreſſes, by the connections they 


have with perſons of , are noble and arch- 


noble. 


I ben ſince this is the caſe, ſaid I, I may avith=_ 
out undervaluing myſelf accept of the place you 


have contrived for me, Certainly, ſays ſhe, it 


is much the ſame to go out of the ſervice of a 


beau into that of a ſtage: heroine. We are in all 
reſpects the ſame as people of quality, we have 
the - ſame equipages, live as well, and act the 
ſame parts of life. For my part, I can ſee very 
little difference between a player and a marquis,: 
take them all the day long. If there be three 


quarters 6f the day that the marquis on account 
of his birth is above the player, the player is ſtill 


more above him tor the other quarter, by reaſon 
of his acting the part of an emperor or a king. 
This, in my opinion, makes up for our want of 


nobility and grandeur, and renders us equal with 


the lords and ladies of the court. Yes, truly, 
ſaid I, you are upon a level with them. Players, 
I ind, are not the people I imagined them to be, 
and you have given me a great inclination to be 


in the ſervice of ſuch honourable perſons. Re 
turn then, ſaid ſhe, two days after this, I think 
in that time { will be able to prevail on my 
mittreſs to take thee; I will ſpeak in thy fa- 
vour, and having ſome influence over her, 


FR ee e 
pay rope to it. Whom doſt thou call citi - 
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I am pretty. certain that I ſhall meet with ſuc- 
ceſs, - 

I thanked mne for her 1 intentions. I 
let her ſee that my gratitude would be unlimit- 
ed, and aſſured her of it with ſuch tranſports as 
left her no toom to doubt of my not being fin- 
cetre. We talked a good while together, and 
Probably would have continued longer, if a little 
boy had not come to intorm my angel that Arſe- 
nia was wanting her. We then parted. I re- 
turned home in good hopes that I would get in- 
to a ſervice that would pleaſe me, and went a- 
gain to Laura's at the appointed time, I was 
juſt waiting for thee, ſaid Arſenia's waiting» 
woman, in order to acquaint thee that thou art 
intendant of this houſhold. Come along with 
me, and 1 will prefent thee to my miſtreſs. 80 
ſaying, ſhe conducted me through an apartment 
which conſiſted of four or five rooms, all furniſh» 
ed in a very rich manner. | 

W hat grandeur! what luxury! 1 imagined 
chat I was in the palace of a vice queen, or ra- 
ther that I beheld all the riches in the world 
collected together in one place. Indeed there 
was the riches of many nations, and this apart- 
ment might be termed the temple of a goddeſs, - 
where each ſtranger brings an offering of the ra- 
rities of his country, I beheld the deity ſeated 
on a ſattin couch; ſhe appeared beautiful and 
plump with the iteams of ſacrifice, She was in 
a gentee] diſhabille, and her pretty white hands 
were employed in making a new head-dreſs, in 
which ſhe was to perform her part the next night. 

ld 


Madam, ſaid her maid; this is the ſteward I men- 
tioned to you. I am certain that you cannot 
get one that will anſwer your purpoſe. better. 
 Arienia viewed me with attention, and I was fo 


lucky as to meet with her approbation. 80, 


Laura, fays ſhe, there is a five lad, and I do not 
in the leaſt doubt but that he will pleaſe me. 
Child, ſaid ſhe to me, I take you into my ſervice, 
and have only to mention to you, that if you be- 
have yourſelf well, you will have no. reaſon to 
complain, I anſwered, that I would do what 
lay in my power to ſatisſy her. Finding we 
were agreed, I went to bring my cloaths, and 


immediately took poſſeſſion of my place 1 in ber | 


houſe, | 
e 
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Which is much about the ſame Lal as the fore- 


: Seins one. 


S it was near the Ute of going to the play, 
Laura and I were ordered to accompany. 


our miſtreſs to the theatre. We entered her 


tyring-room, where ſhe was putting on a magni- 
ficent dreſs to perform in. When the curtain | 
drew up, Laura carried me with her to a place 
where we could hear and have a very good view 


of the performers. The greateſt part of them 
did not meet with my approbation, being no 


Ane diſguſted at them from vhet, 1 had heard 


Don 
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Don Wee ſay againſt them. There wete 
bcwever many of them applauded, and ſome of 
1 them reminded me of the fable of the young 
pig. . : 
As the performers came upon the ſtage, Laura 
told me their names. She not only named 
them, but deſcribed their characters in a very 
ſatirical manner. Ihis performer, ſays ſhe, is a 
Glly fellow; that a brute; that young wanton 
girl whom you ſee there, and who looks ſo imirk- 
ingly, is called Roſarda; the company | have a 
Poor bargain of her; ſhe would be enrolled in 
the band that is raiſing for the viceroy of Mexi- 
co, and : to be ſoon ſhipped off; view that 
bright conſtellation who is there advancing, that _ 
ſetting ſun, it is Caſtilda; if ſhe had demanded 
a piece of marble of every lover, as a princeſs of 
Egypt is ſaid to have done heretofore, ſhe might 
have raiſed a pyramid that would have reached 
to the heavens, In ſhort, the baggage was a- 
gainſt them all, her own miſtreſs did not even 
eſcape her malicious tongue. | 
However, I muſt own my weakneſs :; 15 was 
delighted 'with Lauta, though her character was 
not morally good. She had ſuch an agreeable 
manner of latirizing, that I was even fond of her 
nialice, Between the acts ſhe went to ſee if 
Artenia ſtood in need of her, but inſtead ot her 
coming to her place again, ſhe amuſed herſelf. 
with foie fellows behind the ſcenes. I pure 
ſued her once to watch her, and ſaw ſhe had a 
number of acquaintances, counted three play- 
ets that opt her one alter another to ipeak to 
i her, 
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her, and I perceived they were very familiar. I 
did not approve of it, and this was the firſt time 
that I knew what it was to be Jealous 3 I return- 
ed to my place ſo. penſive and ſad, that when 


Laura returned ſhe obſerved it, Gil Blas, faid 
ſhe, amazed, what is the matter with thee? What 


bas put thee into this humour fince I was with 
thee ? thou art quite melancholy. My angel, 

ſays I, I think I have reaſon, you are a little too 
free in your manners, I have. feen you talking 
with the players. You have great reaſon, to be 
ſure, to be penſi ve, ſaid ſhe. ſmiling :. does that 
make you uneaſy? It you live among players, 
you muſt not mind ſuch things. You mult ac- 


cuſtom yourſelf to our familiar ways: no jea : 


louſy, child. Jealous. people are reckoned 


ridiculous amongit players, Indeed there are 


no ſuch people here: tathers, huſbands, + bro» 
thers, uncles, couſins, are the eaſieſt peo- 


ple living with us, and en make eſtates 
by itte f 


After having adviſed me not to be offended. 
at any thing I ſhould ſee, ſhe told me, that I was 


the happy man who had found the way to her 
heart, and that ſhe would always love me and me 
alone, Upon this aſſurance, which I might 


have diſtruſted without paſſing for a diftident 


| perſon, I promiſed not to be diſturbed, and I 
was as good as my word. Soon after I ſaw her 


laugh and ſpcak with ſeveral men. When the 
performance was done, we went home with our 
miſtreſs. Soon atter,  Florimonda repaired this - 
ther with three old lords and a en who were 
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to ſup there. Beſides Laura and me, there were 
a cock, a coachman, and a valet in the houſe, we 
all five joined in preparing the ſupper. The 
cook, who was as perfect in her buſineſs as dame 
Jacinta, made ready the victuals with the aſſiſt- 
ance of the coachman; the valet and waiting» wo- 
man laid the cloth, a I furniſhed the buffet 
with ſeveral veſſels of filver and gold which the 
goddeſs had received; I likewiſe put many dif- 
ferent ſorts of wine on it, and waited as butler, 
to let my miſtreſs ſee that I could do any thing 
of that kind, I viewed the looks of the attrefſes 
during the entertainment, They took upon 
themſelves the airs of ladies of conſequence, i- 
magining themſelves to be ſuch. In place of 
| giving the noblemen the title of excellency, they 
gave them only that of lordſhip, calling them 
ſimply by their names. Theſe very noblemen 
Indeed had ſpoiled them, by allowing them to be 
ſo familiar with them. The actor, on his part, 
being fo uſed with performing the part of the 
tere gh himſelf to theſe lords without ce- 
__ remony, he drunk their healths, and one would 

have imagined he en to have bis drunk in 
an. 

Flor idor, a any vain eddeomb who felt got his 
name on the ſtage, by exhibitipg a thing as ſilly 
and vain as himſelf, a compoſition of levity and 
affectation; this fame Floridor, from wearing a 
Iivety, has even the preſumption to call the two 
eclebtated wits, Lerence, and Ovid, his friends, 
and is allowed to fit down with gentlemen and 
perſons of diſtinction. PN . 
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My miſtreſs's and Flori monda's behaviour 
with the noblemen, put me in mind of what 


Laura told me, that the marquis and the player 
were equal all day; ſhe might likewiſe have add- 


ed that they were as much ſo at night, which 


they paſſed together over their cups, Arſenia 
and Florimonda being naturally wanton, many 
fine expreſnons eſcaped them in their converſa- 
tion, mixed with ſmall favours and toyings, which 
were greatly reliſhed by theſe old ſinners. While 
my miltreſs was entertaining one of them with 


{ſome innocent banter, her friend, who ſat be- 


tween the other two, did not perform the part of 


a Suſanna, As I was viewing this picture, which 


had too many charms for a young man of my 
age, fruit was brought in. Then 1 placed the 
bottles and glaſſes on the table, and went to ſup 
with Laura, who was waiting for me. Well, 
Gil Blas, ſays ſhe, what do you think of the no- 
blemen? They are, ſaid I, no doubt, admirers 


of Arſenia and Florimonda. No, ſaid ſhe, they 
are old letchers who viſit all coquets alike, with - 


out attaching themſelves to any in particular: 


they only want trifling comphances, and are li- 


beral enough for the freedoms that are allowed 
them. My miſtreſs and Florimonda at this time 


have no lovers, I mean none that take upon them 8 
the authority of huſbands; and would ingroſs all 


the pleaſures of a houſe, becauſe they are at all 
the coſt, I am glad for my own part it is ſo, 


and maintain, that a ſenſible coquet ſhould ſhun *. 


ſuch engagements. Why ſhould they allow any 
one man to be their maſter? They had better 
| M 2 | gain 
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gain a livelihood by getting a penny a time, than 
make rich on ſuch conditions. 

It was no eaſy matter to ſtop Laura's tongue 
when it was once ſet a going; words coſt her 
nothing: what a fluency of language was. ſhe 
miſtreſs of | She informed me of a number of 
adventures, that had happened to the actreſſes of 
the prince's company. From what I heard her 
ſay, I was of opinion, that I could not be better 
ſitusted to be completely acquainted with vice. 
Unbappily I was of an age, when it does not 
ſtrike people with horror; and the truth is, ſhe - 
deſcribed theſe irregularities in ſo artful'a man- 
ner, that all ſhe ſaid appeared delightful to me. 
She had not time to inform me of the tenth 
part of the exploits of the actreſſes, for ſhe 
had only been ſpeaking three hours to me, when 
the noblemen and actor withdrew, with Flo- 
rimonda, whom they accompanied to her own 
houſe. . 

As ſoon as they were gone, my miſtreſs gave 
me ſome money, and ſaid, Gil Blas, there are ten 
piſtoles for thee to go to market with; five or 
fix of our gentlemen and ladies are to dine with 
me to- morrow; be ſure that we have plenty of 
every thing. Madam, ſaid I, with this money 
I will take in hand to purchaſe enough to ſerve 
the whole troop. Young man, ſays ſhe inter 
rupting me, I deſire that you will amend your 
expreſhons;z you mult ſay company, and not 
' troop A parcel of bancitti are called a troop; 
and it is likewiſe the ſame when you ſpeak of 
beggars, or authors; but when you ſpeak of 

| Ps 


players, mind always ſay a company, particular - 
Iy if you are mentioning the comedians of Ma- 
drid, who very well deferve to be named a com- 
pany. I told my miſtreſs that I was forry I had 
through ignorance uſed fo difreſpecful an ex- 
preſſion, and moſt humbly intreated, that ſhe 
would forgive me, proteiting, that ever aſter, 
when I had occafion to mention the players at 
Madrid in a colleQive manne?; 1 e always 
fay the company. 


| . 
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In what Anse the Players fue cache at 
Madrid, and how they uſe the Authors. 


HE next morning I went to market, in 
- order to make a beginning with my ſtew- 
_ wErdfhip; it was faſt- - day, bur my miſtreſs told 
me that I might buy ſome good fat pullets, par 
tridges, rabbits, and other poultry. | Since the 
gentlemen players did not altogether. agree with- 
the cuſtoms of the church, they were not very 
ſtrict in obeying her commandments. _ I brought. 
home as much as would have been ſufficient to 
have ſerved twelve honeſt gentlemen in carnival» 
time for three days: ſo that the cook had ſuffi» 
cient employment all the forenoon, While din- 
ner was making ready, Arſenia got up, and was: 
at her toilet ti]] noon,. when Signiors Rofimiro- 
and Ricardo. came. Conſtantia and Celinauta, 
3 M. 3. | two 
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tuo actreſſes, entered after them, and immedi- 
ately aſter Florimonda, accompanied with a man, 

who had the appearance of a complete coxcombz 
his bair was tied behind with coloured ribbands,. 
bis hat was cocked, and he wore a red feather 
in it: his fine ſhirt appeared at his boſom ;. his 
gloves and his pocket handkerchief hung at his 
iword hilt, and he wore his cloak with a grace 
peculiar to himſelf. Though he had a genteel 
air, and was well ſhaped, I at once ſaw ſomething 
very particular in him. This gentleman, ſaid 1 
to myſelf, muſt certainly be an original. He 
was no ſooner in Arſenia's apartment, than he 
with open arms ran to the aQors and actreſſes, 
and embraced them with more familiarity, than 
the young beaux made uſe of who accompanied 
my maſter. My opinion was not altered when 
1 heard him ſpeak; he pauſed at every ſyllable, 
and pronounced his words in an emphatic tone, 
with looks and geſtures that ſuited the ſubject. 
I had the curiofity to aſk Laura, who that gen- 
tleman was? I do not wonder that thou art ea- 
ger to know, ſays ſhe, no perſon can either ſee 
or hear him, without having a defire to be in- 
formed who he is; his name is Signior Carlos 
Alonſo de la Ventoleria; he was once a come- 
dian, and in a whim left the ſtage, but has been 
very ſorry for it ſince. Did you mind his black 
- hair? It is dyed that colour, and fo are his eye- 
brows and muſtachios; he is older than Saturn, 
but when he was born, his parents negleCted to 
have bim regiſtered, and he takes the benefit of 
_ their omiſſion, calling 1 twenty Tear young- 


eK 


er than he is: he is beſides as conceited as any 
man in Spain. He was almoſt fifteen years of 
age before he could either read or write, and 
then he got a tutor, who taught him to ſpell in. 

Greek and Latin. He learned a number of ſto. 
ries by heart, which he has ſo often repeated, 
that he now thinks them true; he tells them in 


all companies; and one may ſay, that he often 


ſhews his wit at the expence of his memory. He 
is reputed to be a good actor, but I muſt take o- 
ther people's word for it, as I own I do not ap- 
prove of him: I hear him ſometimes rehearſe 
here, and amongſt other failings, I find that his 
pronunciation is affected, he baving a quavering 
voice, that gives it a filly antic air. 

Such was the deſcription that Laura gave me 
of this honorary. ator, who was really in his aſ- 
pect the proudeſt man I ever ſaw; be played 
the orator tdo, and did not fail to take two or 
three ſtories out of his budget, which be told 
with a ſtudied and impoſing air. On the other 
hand, the actors and acttreſſes, who did not come 
there to be ſilent, were not mute; they began to 
ſpeak of their abſent companions in a manner 
that was not very charitable; but that 1s reckon- 
ed as nothing among playeis and authors they 
make no ſcruple of ſpeaking ill amongſt their 
neighbours. Ladies, ſays Roſi miro, you cannot 
gueſs what our dear btother Ceſarino has lately 
done. He purchaſed ſome ſilk ſtockings, rib- 
bands, and gloves, this morning, and had them 
carried to the houſe by a little page, as if they 
had been ſent by a counteſs. What knavery 
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there is! ſays Signior de la Ventoleria, with the 


air of a coxcomb; people were honeſter in my 
time, we never thought of impoſing on one an- 


other. It is true, indeed, the ladies took care to 
ſpare us the invention, by making the purchaſe 
themſelves: it was their fancy. *>death, ſays 


Ricardo, with as much -vanity as the old player, 


they ſtill have that fancy. If I was allowed to 


explain myſelf thereupon, I could : but one muſt 
be ſilent concerning adventures, and thoſe in par- 
ticular when perſons of diſtinction are meereſted 
in them. 9 

[ defire, gentlemen, ſays Florimonda inter- 
rupting them, that you would not boaſt of ladies? 
favours; every body knows what kind of ladies 
they are. Let us ſpeak of Iſmenia; it is report» 
.ed that the nobleman who beſtowed ſo much 


money upon her, has left her at laſt, Yes, ſays 
Conſtantia, and I will inform thee of more, ſhe 
bas likewiſe loſt a tradeſman, whom ſhe near 


ruined; I know the reaſon of it. Her Mercury 


made a ſad miſtake. He gave the lord the let · 


ter ſhe had wrote to the tradeſman, and the 
tradeſman that which the lord ſhould have got, 
Great loſſes theſe, my dear, cries Florimonda. 
As for the nobleman, ſays Conſtantia, his 
whole eſtate was ſpent, but the tradeſman 
had ſtill ſomething ene. and was worth 
having 

Such was the converſation they had before 
dinner; and while they were at table, their diſ- 


_ courſe was very much the ſame, I do not know 
when I ſhould end, was I to repeat all the ſcan- 
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dal I heard. The reader, I hope, will excuſe 
me for negleCting it, in order to inform him of 
the reception of a poor devil of an author, 
who came to Arſenia's, when dinner was near 
ended. . 1 e 
Our valet came and told my miſtreſs aloud, 
that a man with very dirty linen, whoſe ſhoes 
were not clean, and who, ſaving her preſence, 
had much the appearance of a poet, wanted to 
| ſpeak with her. Make bim come in, ſay Arſe- 
nia. Gentlemen, continues ſhe, do not ſtir, it 
is only our author. Indeed it was ſo, and one 
whoſe play had been reccived. He brought my 
miſtreſs her parts His name was Pedro de 
Moya. When he came into the room, he made 
five or fix low bows to the company, who minds 
ed him very little. Arſenia only anſwered' his 
proſuſion by nodding a little. He approached 
nearer to them, trembling and confuſed; he let 
his hat and gloves fall, took them up, and came 
nearer my miftreſs, to whom he offered her part, 
with more attention than a lawyer when he pre- 
ſents a petition to a judge. Madam, ſays he, be 
ſo good as accept the part which I take the free- 
dom te preſent to you. She received it in a cold 
and diſdainful manner, and did not fo much as 
deign to anſwer his reſpe&Qs: Our author how- 
ever was not diſcouraged at this, he embraced _ 
the opp-itunity, to give a part to Roſimiro, and 
v4 another to Florimonda, who uſed him no better 
than Arſenia had done. On the contrary, the 
actor, who was as obliging as theſe gentlemen 
generally are, treated him with the moſt ſevere 
raillery, 
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raillery. Pedro de Moya perceived it all, but 


was obliged to put up with it, leſt his play might 


ſuffer. He no doubt would be as ſevere on the 


players, according to their deſerts 3. and he was 


no ſooner gone, than the players, on the other 
hand, began to ſpeak: of the author with reſpect. 
 Methinks, ſays Florimonda, that Signior Pedro 
de Moya was not very well pleaſed when he went 
"wo. 

Madam, ſays Rofimiro, be not diſturbed at 


 ., that, authors are not worth the minding ; they 


would ſoon forget themfelves, if we allowed 
them to be equal with us. I know theſe poor 
creatures very well; the leaſt encouragement 
would ſpoil them. Treat them thetefore like 
. flaves, and don't be aſraid of wearing out their 
patience. If they ſometimes leave you indiſ- 


pleaſure, the itch of writing will ſoon make them 


return again; and it is ſufficient for them that 


we condeſcend to perform their pieces. Right, 


fays Arſenia; there is no hazard in loſing an au- 
\ thor, until he has made his fortune; and as ſoon 


as that is done, by our merit only, he grows 


idle, and we ſee no more of his pieces. It is 


very true, the company can do without them, and 


the publie goes not miſs them. He: 

The, whole- of them approved of this ſpeech, 
Notwithſtanding the ill uſage that the authors 
receive from the players, they muſt put up with. 
it; and the players, by claiming the ſuperiority. 


over them, ſhew what a mean opinion they have 


of them. 
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Gil Blas tales a 1 to the 1 He 9 
bandons himſelf to the Pleaſures of the. Stage, 
and 8 an them in a Jet. Time. 


\UR company did not get up. from table 
till it was time to go to the theatre. I 
accompanied them there, and ſaw the perfor- 


mance begin. I was ſo delighted with it, that 


I determined to go conſtantly, I never miſſed 
being there, and imperceptibly became reconcil- 
ed to the cuſtoms of the players. How amazing 
is the force of habit | I was pleaſed in particu- 
lar with thoſe that had the moſt rants and antick 
tricks; and I was not particular inthis, 

I was as much entertained with the beauty of 
the pieces, as the way of repreſenting them; 


ſome of them quite tranſported me; and thoſe 


pleaſed me belt, where all the cardinals or twelve 
peers of France made their appearance. gome 
parts of theſe very excellent poems I got by 


heart. I remember, that in two days, I got off 
a whole play, entitled, The Queen of Flowers. 


The Roſe, which was the Queen, had the Violet 
for her confident, and the Jeſſamine for berſquire, 


I ſuppoſed that nothing. could be more curious. 


than theſe works; which I thought greatly ho- 
noured the genius of our nation. | 

I was not ſatisfied with beautifying my mind 
with the fine paſſages of the drama; | I endea» 
voured. to perfect my; joys, and in order to ac- 
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compliſn it, liſtened attentively to what the ac- : 
tors ſaid ; if they gave a play a good character, 


I relpecttes it! if they did nor approve of it, I 
flighted it, I imagined that they knew as much 


about plays, 2s j jewelers did about precious ſtones. 


However. notwithitanding they: did not imagine 
that Don Pedro de Mora's play would have ta+ 
ken, it had great ſucceſs. Yet I could not. ſuſ- 
peet their judgment; I would rather have thought 
that the audience wanted common ſenſe, than 
doubt of the infallibility of the company. But 
I was every where informed, that the pieces 
which the actors had the beſt opinion of, for the 
moſt part met with the worſt ſucceſs; and on 


the contrary, thoſe which they diſapproved of. 


commonly met with the greateſt applauſe. They 


informed me that they ſeldom hit right, and gave 


me a thouſand inſtances, where the pieces ſuc- 
ceeded quite contrary to their expectations. 
Though k had had many more proofs, it would. 
not then have given me a bad opinion of the ex- 


cellence of their underſtanding. 


I ſhall always remember hat happened one 
day at the performing of a new comedy. The 
actors thought it dull and tedious, nay, they ex- 
pected that the audience would not hear it out: 
but they would run the riſk, and play the firſt 
act, which was applauded, and the fecond more. 
than the firſt, What the duce, fays Roſimiro, 
who would 950 thaught that this play would. 
have taken! Then they performed the third: 


act, which was more extolled than the two for- 
mer. TI cannot comprehend this, fays Ricardo, 


we 
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we all PIER: this. play good for nothing, and 
ſee how every body is pleaſed with it. Gentle» . 
men, ſays an actor that was by, there are a great 
number of; ſtrokes of wit in the performance, 
which we did-not perceive, and that is the: cenſor 
of its being approved of. ] | 

After this, I never thought that the ee 
were good judges, but became a juſt appraiſer of 
their merit. They make good all the fooliſh. 
things that are ſaid of them. I have known ac- 
tors and aCtrefſes ſpoiled with being applauded ; 
and viewing themſelves as objects of admiration 
they have imagined that they favoured the public, 
when they condeſcended to play. I was ſhocked 
with their miſtakes ; but it was my loſs to be 


pleaſed with their manner of living, and ſink 


myſelf in debauchery, How could I avoid it? 
All their converſation was deſtructive. to youth, 
and every thing I ſaw helped to ruin me. If I 
had even been ignorant of what had paſſed at 
Ca'tilda's, Conſtantia's, and the other actreſſes, 
our own houſe alone was ſufficient to have cor» 
rupted all the young people in Madrid, Not only 
old noble men frequented it, but young rakes, heirs 
Juſt come to the poſſeſſion of their ellates, and 
citizens and lawyers, The gay and the grave were 
admitted there, and every one was welcome for 

his money _ : 
Florimonda, who lived not a great diſtance 
from us, dined and ſupped always with my miſ- 
treſs, Moſt people were amazed at the friend- 
ſhip that tubſiſted between them. They. were 
 Turprized that two coquettes could live upon ſo 
: good 
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good terms, and every body imagined that one 
time or other they would fall out about a ſpark; 
but people were miſtaken, they were perfect 
friends. Inſtead of being jealous of one another, 
as the ſex generally are, they lived in common, 
© They chofe rather to divide the booty of . 
than ſall out about their ſighs. 

Laura, after the manner of theſe two e 
ed companions, made the beſt of her young days. 
She had reaſon to acquaint me that I ſhould ſee 
fine doings there. However, I appeared to be 
quite contented. 41 promiſed to reſemble the 
company in that point: and concealed my ſenti- 
ments for ſome time, ſatisfied with aſking the 
names of the perſons whom I ſaw ſhe privately 
entertained. She always ſaid that it was a cou- 
fin, or an uncle, I found ſhe had a more nu- 
merous family than that of King Priam. Un- 
cles and couſins did not ſatisfy her, ſhe conver- 
ſed alſo with ſtrangers, and performed the widow . 
of quality at the old woman's I have already men- 
" tioned. In ſhort, to give an exact and true de- 
ſcription of Laura, ſhe was young, beautiful, and 
as cequettiſh as her miſtreſs, who had no other 
advantage over her, than that ſhe publicly enter- 
tained the town. 

For three weeks did I live in this manner; 
| during which time I delivered myſelf up to all 
kinds of debauchery; but I muſt confeſs, that 1 
was often ſeized with ſentiments of remorſe, 
which proceeded from my education, and ſoured 
all my pleaſures: debauchery could not triumph 
over that remotſe; on the contrary, it augment- 
Fat | | ed 


GIL B LAS. % 


ed in proportion with it, and, in conſthlonte of 
my happy diſpoſition, I began to take a diſtaſte to 
the diſorderly way of living of the players. Ah, 
miſerable man ! ſaid I to myſelf, is it thus that . 
thou anſwereſt the expectation of thy relations? = 
Is it not ſufficient that thou haſt deluded them in 
chuſing another employment than that of a teach- 
er? Does thy mean ſtate prevent thee from 
living as an honeſt perſon ? ls it proper that 
thou ſhouldſt live with ſuch abandoned people? 
Malice, and covetouſneſs, every where prevail 
among them. Modeſty is driven away by theſe: 
moderation and aſſiduity, by thoſe: the whole of 
them indulge their inſolence and pride. In 
ſhort, I was determined to ſlay no longer with 
ſuch wicked wretches. 
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